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“In the Beginning”
Graham Muir, PDB-001

For every good story, there is a back story. For the
longest time we’ve lived on a steady diet of the
“boilerplate” version of birth of the band. So we all
know that, as part of the Force’s 125th anniversary
celebrations, Commissioner Philip Murray approved
the RCMP Tartan and a kilted uniform for
prospective band members in April 1998. The
RCMP Quarterly Article, “Bring Forrit the Tartan”,
tells the tale of how the tartan was actually rendered
from artwork to cloth. But is that all there was to it?
Nope.
Here are a few insights worth sharing that highlight the pivotal contributions of “a
few good men”. Bear in mind that there had been several failed attempts to strike
a tartan for the RCMP. I, for one, had failed on my first try. Not surprisingly, the
brass were enamoured of cavalry tradition, black horses, brown boots and spurs
and so forth, not “men in skirts”!
In 1997 Corps Sergeant Major Yvon
Mercier approached me to get things on
track (again). My terse response was “No,
not unless something has changed with
the elders”. To which the CSM calmly
replied, “The Commissioner would like to
move this to the front burner”. And so we
began. CSM Mercier was there for all the
heavy lifting inside the Force in getting the
file successfully presented to the
Commissioner and his Senior Executive
Committee.
Our RCMP Pipe Band would not have
drawn its first breath without Pipe Major Patrick Hayes of the Ottawa Police

Service. I had been playing pipes and wearing the Red Ross Tartan for some 17
years at the time. The deal was done over a beer from the trunk of a car in a
parking lot at the Maxville Highland Games in 1998. I asked Pat two questions.
“Do you think there’s room for another police pipe band in Ottawa?” He said yes.
“Would you be willing to help raise an RCMP band, the way you were raised by
the Air Command band as a Centennial project in 1967?” He said yes. And away
we went, with Pat Hayes as our band’s “interim” Pipe Major.
Getting things started is one thing, getting traction is yet
another. On a fateful day following the National Police
Memorial Service on Parliament Hill in 1998, Donald
Corbett approached me and said, “I know I’m going to
regret asking, but what can I do to help?” Thus began
the real work, moving decisively from “vision” to
“execution”. There was much to be done: a written
submission to the Mounted Police Foundation to secure
the first $10,000 to buy kilts, spats and such;
communications outreach through local media for
recruiting; launching the first website; nurturing an early
partnership with the Loch Murray Dancers; and so on.
The master stroke, of course, was the recruitment of Graeme Ogilvie as our first
substantive Pipe Major. There was some alcohol and a parking lot involved in this
scenario, as well. We pitched that deal at the Tartan Pub in Orleans. He flatly
refused us on our first offer of the position…. something to do with higher
priorities. But perseverance eventually paid off and we got him on a second
round of overtures. And we’ve never looked back!!

2000-2020 in Numbers. The band and dancers have been
extraordinarily busy since the very first uniform was worn
by a very young Graham Muir (right). By the end of the 20th
anniversary of the organization (2020), here are the stats:
Total Band Practices – 850+
Total Band Events – 600+
Total Solo Events – 1,400+
Total Volunteer Hours – 200,000+
(Events and Practices Only)
Band/Dancer Regimental Numbers – 166
Oldest Band Member on Parade – Ken Thornton (95)
Largest RCMP Pipe Band on parade – 65 (composite pipe band for the 2005 National
Police Memorial post Mayerthorpe – Parliament Hill, Ottawa).
Largest RCMP Pipe Band + Contingent on parade – 97 (50 composite pipes and drums, 14
highland dancers, 33 marching troop for the 2013 FIMMQ – Québec City).

20th Anniversary – How Far We’ve Come. It’s hard to believe how much has
taken place over the first twenty years with the “National” Division Pipes, Drums
and Dancers. This special milestone has given the opportunity to reflect upon the
proud history and achievements, while honouring the ties of fellowship that have
contributed to the success of one of the world’s most iconic pipe bands.
Our dedicated membership still remains strong and there is justifiably a great
sense of satisfaction and pride in all that has been accomplished. Each member
of the band and dancers are to be commended for adding to the “esprit de corps”
of the Force, which has been so important to the entire regimental family. The
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, the community, and the country have all
benefited from the outstanding service that you have all so tirelessly provided.
Your contributions have made a difference.
MAJOR EVENTS 2000-2020
* RCMP Commissioner Change of Command Parades (2000, 2007, 2011)
* HM Queen Elizabeth II at RCMP Stables (2002)
* RCMP National Memorial Cemetery Dedication (2004)
* Greater Cleveland Police Officers’ Memorial (2006)
* Dominion Chalmers Concerts (2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2016, 2017, 2019)
* Carlson 70th Anniversary Concert – Las Vegas (2008)
* Windsor Castle Royal Tattoo (2009)
* Longs Peak Scottish-Irish Festival – Estes Park CO (2010, 2016)
* New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival – Loon Mountain (2011, 2013, 2017, 2019)
* UN HQ and New York City St Patrick’s Day Parade (2013)
* Princess Royal Presentation at RCMP Stables (2014)
* Liberation of the Netherlands Ceremonies – Holland (2015)
* 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Hong Kong – Sai Wan Cemetery (2016)
* International Festival of Mayan Culture – Mérida, Mexico (2017)
* RCMP 20th Anniversary Ceilidh – Cartier Square Drill Hall (2018)
* Shanghai Tourism Festival & Beijing – China (2018)
* Video Production “Governor Bruce’s Ramparts” at Lord Elgin Hotel (2020)

Tattoos: Hamilton International (2004), Ontario Police – Toronto (2005), OPS
150th – Ottawa (2005), Saskatchewan International – Regina (2007, 2008),
Canadian International Military – Hamilton (2007), 125th Anniversary Policing –
North Bay (2007), Festival International de Musique Militaires de Québec –
Québec City (2009, 2010, 2012, 2013), OPP 150th – Oshawa (2009), Windsor
Castle Royal – Windsor UK (2009), Royal Nova Scotia International – Halifax
(2011, 2019), Royal Edinburgh Military – Scotland (2015, 2019).
PASSINGS
Unfortunately, over the past 20 years the following have been struck off strength:
002 P/M Patrick Hayes, 013 Jack Mellon, 022 Pat Gribbon, 024 Don Killin, 038
Ken Thornton, 043(H) Ted Moffatt, 051 Chris Munroe, 072 David Gomme, 082
Mo Aller, 098 Judy (Benvie) Booth, 131 Bill Fairlie.

2000
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2008

2011

2014

2019

COVID. Every year the question would be asked, “What will it take to slow down
the “National” Division band and dancers?” In 2020 we unfortunately found the
answer – a worldwide pandemic. The first cases hit Canada/Toronto on 26
January 2020 with a couple who had just returned from Wuhan, China. By
February a few more cases were popping up across Canada, but it wasn’t until
05 March that the first death was reported – an 80 year old in a Vancouver Long
Term Care facility. On 11 March the World Health Organization declared Covid19 a pandemic. The next day Sophie Trudeau tested positive, the NHL and other
sports leagues shut down, minor hockey shut down and schools were closed.
And within a week, Canadian travel advisories and border closings were
mandated. The world was turned upside down.
The “National” Division band and dancers also shut down in-person practices
immediately. The last band practice held was Tuesday 10 March, and Tuesday
17 March a Band Management Team meeting using Zoom was held to discuss
the way ahead. Who could have possibly guessed that all further events for 2020
would be cancelled and going into 2021 there would still be no end in sight to the
lock-downs of all in-person events.
But the amazing thing about this pipe band and dancers is that they are a VERY
resilient lot. By summers end band practices resumed every Tuesday night –
virtually through Zoom – with regular weekly attendance typically topping 30 band
members. Mini-bands performed outside for local retirement homes, four RCMP
veteran’s 90th birthdays were celebrated by the Ottawa Division of the RCMP
Veterans Association accompanied by a piper and bugler, solo events continued
and nothing could stop the annual Regimental Dining-In and Christmas Party.
It was a year like no other, and through it all the Band and Dancers were family,
making the best of a very unprecedented situation.
Loss of Bill Fairlie. Even before Covid-19 turned 2020 into a VERY bad year,
2020 started off with the most horrible of announcements – that RCMP piper, the
Reverend Canon Bill Fairlie, had passed away peacefully in his sleep at the age
of 77 following complications after a fall in his kitchen the previous summer. It
was the most tragic of news. Bill Fairlie was one of the most amazing gentlemen
one could have ever met and his presence would be sorely missed by so many in
the city. Bill’s funeral was held at Christ Church Cathedral 11 January 2020, with
a combined pipe band of the RCMP and RCAF sending him off, at the family’s
request, to the soulful “Highland Cathedral”.
Governor Bruce’s Ramparts. The attention of the band and dancers quickly
turned in mid-January 2020 to the special video production of the tune “Governor
Bruce’s Ramparts” at the stately Lord Elgin Hotel downtown Ottawa. Although the
intent was to have the video go public shortly after in conjunction with the formal
investiture of Major General Alistair Bruce as the Governor of Edinburgh Castle,
Covid unfortunately put a halt to those plans. The video finally went public, to
great acclaim, on 28 August 2020, the timing coinciding with what would have
been the final day of performances at the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo.

BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2020
Drum Majors: Brad Hampson, Graham Muir
Pipers: Charles Armstrong, Neil Bell, Dave Campbell, Casey Cerson, P/Sgt Donald
Corbett, Sandy Creber, Matt Goral, Brad Hampson, Charlie King, Mike Long, Grant
Lynds, Steve McDermid, Mike Motyl, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Bev Perron,
Jenny Putinski, Bill Stewart Jr, Mark Straby, Iain Tait, John Virag, Allan Walker, Rob
Waller, Mike Ward, Jamieson Weetman, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt.
Drummers: D/Cpl Dominique Castonguay (side), Brian Creber (bass), Charles
Dumaresq (side), Natasha Durant (side), Heather Fairbairn (side), Chris Ford (side),
John Gray (side), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side), Yves Labbé (tenor), Jeff Leblanc (side),
Andy Main (side), Daniel Mandin (tenor), Gary McDermott (bass), Iain Ogilvie (side),
Sylvie Perron (side), Louise Quinn (tenor), Ron Roach (bass), Giorgio Zanetti (tenor).

Performance highlights 2020:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Funeral for Bill Fairlie – Christ Church Cathedral
Governor Bruce’s Ramparts Recording – Lord Elgin Hotel
Geistmusik Live Concert – Southminster United
Tulip Festival Remembrance - Beechwood
Canada Day – Orleans Legion
National Police Memorial – RCMP National Memorial Cemetery Beechwood
Provost Company Plaque Unveiling - Beechwood
Remembrance Day – Orleans Legion

Despite Covid, solo pipers continued to be a common feature in 2020 participating in a
total of 40 different events over the course of the year. Solo highlights of 2020 were:
Canadian Culinary Championships – City Hall, P/Sgt Gilbert Young; Page Swearing-In
Ceremony – Canadian Senate, P/M Graeme Ogilvie; National Division Medals
Ceremony – National Division HQ, Brad Hampson.

2020 Band Events
(number of band members participating in brackets)

01 Jan 2020
11 Jan 2020
19 Jan 2020
08 Feb 2020
12 May 2020
19 Jun 2020
30 Jun 2020
01 Jul 2020
01 Jul 2020
25 Aug 2020
19 Sep 2020
27 Sep 2020
08 Nov 2020
10 Nov 2020
11 Nov 2020
31 Dec 2020

RCMP New Years Levee (16)
Funeral – Bill Fairlie – Christ Church Cathedral (8)
Governor Bruce’s Ramparts Recording – Lord Elgin Hotel (24) – with dancers
RCMP Musical Ride Open House – RCMP Stables (19)
Tulip Festival Remembrance – Beechwood (3)
Show – Chapel Hill Retirement Residence (3)
Show – Vanier Centre d’accueil Champlain Retirement Home (5)
Show – Bonaventure Terrace (7)
Canada Day Performance – Orleans Legion (7)
Geistmusik Live Concert – Southminster United (2)
Video Recordings for Posterenk – Beechwood (3)
National Police Memorial – RCMP National Memorial Cemetery Beechwood (2)
Provost Company Plaque Unveiling – Beechwood (2)
RCMP Medals & Awards Ceremony – National Division HQ (2)
Remembrance Day Service – Orleans Legion (2)
Scottish Society of Ottawa – Virtual Hogman-eh (15) – with dancers

01 JANUARY 2020
RCMP NEW YEARS LEVEE
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS – LEIKIN
Although the RCMP New Years Levee
had been hit and miss over the years, it
was full steam ahead for the year 2020.
Held in the National Headquarters
Atrium (Leikin), the RCMP General
Mess, Officer’s Mess and Veterans
Association invited all employees and
veterans of the RCMP to attend with their families. The event was hosted by
RCMP Commissioner Brenda Lucki and Corps Sergeant Major Al McCambridge.
As was normal for these events, the RCMP Pipes and Drums made a presence
felt with another a very well received performance.

01 JANUARY 2020
RCMP NEW YEARS LEVEE
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS – LEIKIN
RCMP COMMISSIONER’S BANNER
Since the 17th century, British army regimental pipe bands, and now of the
commonwealth, have carried colourful and personalized regimental banners of their
Commanding Officers on the bass drones of the individual Pipe Majors or senior pipers
of the regiments. This tradition continued with the RCMP in 2015 for Divisional
Commanding Officers and the Commissioner, each emblazoned with their Divisional
ciphers (emblems) on one side, and the RCMP crest on the other. Each are embroidered
with the initials of the CO or Commissioner, whose banner cipher is replaced by her rank
insignia (the only one in the Force). On the 18th April 2019, Commissioner Brenda
Lucki’s pipe banner was paraded for the first time in Regina when she assumed
command of the Force. It did not have a permanent home on display until Corps
Sergeant Major Al McCambridge suggested it be displayed near to the RCMP guidon
within the National HQ rotunda in Ottawa. D/M Brad Hampson set to work on the
project, identifying an appropriate display cabinet, and then building the final display
case, which would easily allow for the banner’s removal, when needed on any of the
Commissioner’s parades, or when the band paraded officially representing the
Commissioner on international or national special events. A set of pipes were donated
by the band’s piper John “Jack” Yourt,
which were to carry the banner, and
these were permanently mounted on
the RCMP tartan, with a plaque
attached describing the banner’s
significance.
With
the
project
complete, the Commissioner’s banner
was affixed to the pipes on New
Year’s Day 2020 for the annual levee,
and the display cabinet officially
unveiled by Commissioner Lucki, CSM
McCambridge, and members of the
“National” Division pipe band, who
were present to play that day.

11 JANUARY 2020
FUNERAL – BILL FAIRLIE
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
It was such a sad beginning to the year 2020. The news that the
Reverend Canon Bill Fairlie had passed away peacefully on the
4th of January at the age of 77 was a horrible shock to
everyone. Born in Windsor ON, Bill was a long time piper with
the Air Command Pipes and Drums (1992 to 2013) and since
2013 had been with the RCMP “National” Division Pipes and
Drums. In his earlier days he had also been the cadet pipe major
with the Essex Scottish. For 25 years Bill was an army chaplain
(during which time he earned his jump wings) and for 12 years
he had been the Pastoral Victor at Christ Church Cathedral. Bill
was a family man, and mostly a humble man always with a joke
who made such a positive difference in this world. He will be
remembered for all he gave in ministering to troubled youth, the
underprivileged, homeless, indigenous, troubled, and those
often forgotten by society. Truly he earned his place in paradise.
The funeral for Bill took place at Christ Church Cathedral on
Saturday 11 January. As requested by the family, a small pipe
band contingent made up from the RCMP and RCAF was
arranged under the direction of P/M Graeme Ogilvie, playing the
very sombre “Highland Cathedral” as the family departed the Cathedral at the end of the
service. Participating in the service itself were D/M Brad Hampson, who provided the
eulogy, P/M Hugh Macpherson who played the solo lament, and Charles Armstrong who
contributed the Last Post.
As Brad said during his “reflection”, I’m sure Bill would have preferred something far
less, but he got the send-off he deserved today..... Befitting what he’s done for us and
so many more in the city and around the world.

19 JANUARY 2020
LORD ELGIN HOTEL – OTTAWA

Governor Bruce’s Ramparts
By Brad Hampson, Drum Major, National Division Pipes & Drums
RCMP Quarterly Magazine – Winter 2021

This item of interest follows on to the “Winter 2020” edition of the Quarterly
entitled “Forward March”, and reflects on an historic relationship between
Scotland and Canada.
British Army Major General Alastair Bruce of Crionaich is the Governor of
Edinburgh Castle, and leads the army garrison there. He is a direct descendant
of “Robert the Bruce”, who was the first King of Scotland in the 14th century.
Through August of 2019, Major General Bruce delighted in the presence of the
national composite band of the RCMP Pipes and Drums for the world famous
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo who performed at the castle. The Governor
treasures his ancestral and historic family links to 19th century Canada, through

Lords Durham and Elgin, who were his 3-great and 2-great grandfathers
respectively. They were important Governors General in Canada just prior to
confederation; hence the Governor’s special interest in
all things Canadian.
Major General Bruce was so intrigued with meeting
members of the band early on in lead-up rehearsals for
the Tattoo, that he invited our band members into his
ancient stone house within the castle, providing a
personal tour through history which was worthy of an
Academy Award, even including a Scottish coronation of
our youngest tenor drummer, 15 year old William Janus,
replete with crowns, swords, and a rousing speech by
the Governor in his living room filled with history.
Prior to our return to Canada, Major General Bruce
invited our Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie, Drum Corporal Dominique Castonguay,
and myself, up to his castle residence for one final meeting and personal castle
tour. It was at this point in conversation, that our Pipe Major, who himself was
born in Scotland, revealed his own family link to a major Scottish castle.
Specifically, Graeme’s own grandfather had been the band leader (and principal
violinist) in a 1930’s string quartet which played weekly for Royal Family dinners
at Glamis Castle, not far away. Pipe Major Ogilvie advised the Governor he was
looking to access the castle photo archives to ascertain if any photos existed of
his grandfather. In a textbook “free trade” agreement, Major General Bruce
conversely wondered on the possibility of a new bagpipe tune composition to
honour the strong link between countries, families, and the RCMP visit to the
castle.
On return to Canada, Pipe Major
Ogilvie set to work and within a few
months wrote a new 2/4 March tune
entitled “Governor Bruce’s Ramparts”,
which he shared with the Governor via
an audio recording. Alastair was so
taken with the music, and this gift to
him from Canada, that when an
opportunity presented itself soon after
over dinner at Sandringham House, he
played a recording of “Governor
Bruce’s Ramparts” for the Queen. Her
Majesty must have appreciated this because she asked Alastair to send a copy
of Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie’s composition to her personal piper, in order that
he include it in the repertoire that is played around the Royal palaces and at
Balmoral Castle. Of course we all know that Her Majesty the Queen is the
Commissioner-in-Chief of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

In his excitement with the new music, the Governor also wondered if it might be
possible that the entire RCMP Pipe Band have a video recorded playing the tune
so he could publicly share it from Edinburgh Castle. After further discussion, the
Band engaged National Division Communications, who facilitated the subsequent
recording. Given the previously
mentioned link to Lord Elgin who was
a direct descendant of Major General
Bruce, the band also engaged
Ottawa’s
Lord
Elgin
Hotel
management in the plan, obtaining
permission to record on their
premises. The Highland Dance Corps
was then invited to prepare a very
short-notice dance to the tune. This
video was recorded privately at the
Lord Elgin Hotel with the entire band
and dancers during a snowstorm on
19 January 2020. Governor Bruce was
ecstatic, and provided his own inspiring introduction for the final video product.
Subsequently, the global pandemic was declared which halted all band
operations worldwide, and sadly cancelled the 2020 Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo. In light of this and to boost spirits in Scotland, the Governor proposed a
public release of “Governor Bruce’s Ramparts” on 28 August 2020 in conjunction
with what would have been the last day of performances of the 2020 Tattoo.
“Governor Bruce’s Ramparts” has since had over 5,000 views, with “likes” and
comments from around the world. And the composed tune under RCMP crest
and tartan, now hangs in Edinburgh Castle for posterity, and is played at the
Royal palaces for Her Majesty. It is a permanent mark to reinforce the strongly
connected heritage of the RCMP and two nations across an ocean.

06 APRIL 2020
TARTAN DAY
It was Happy Tartan Day from the
RCMP “National” Division Highland
Dancers!! “Flings & Things” teamed
up with @NYCTartanWeek and a
number of dance groups all over the
world to bring together as many
highland dancers as possible for
their very first virtual tartan day
parade. In the end over 700 hundred
dancers participated virtually from
across the globe, including a
wonderful submission by our own
Ottawa RCMP highland dancers.

25 APRIL 2020
“NATIONAL” DIVISION TRIBUTE TO
RCMP CST HEIDI STEVENSON (“H” DIVISION HALIFAX)
On 18-19 April 2020, a lone gunman committed multiple shootings and set fires at
sixteen locations in rural Nova Scotia, killing 22 people and injuring three others before
he was shot and killed by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in Enfield. During the
thirteen-hour crime spree, the gunman evaded authorities driving a replica police car
while dressed as an RCMP officer. It was Canada's deadliest shooting in three decades.
One of those killed was RCMP Cst Heidi Stevenson who was shot as she responded
with other officers to the report of the active shooter near Portapique NS. A 23-year
veteran of the RCMP, Cst Stevenson was a wife, a mother, a daughter, a cherished
colleague and friend to many.
The National Police Federation and the RCMP spearheaded a social media campaign,
#WearRedFriday, that encouraged all Canadians to wear red on Friday 24 April as a way
of paying tribute to Cst Heidi Stevenson, along with all the other victims of the tragedy.
Many “National” Division employees expressed an interest in putting together
commemorative events to honour Cst Heidi Stevenson, but given the restrictive Covid
rules in place at the time, as well as respecting family wishes to respect social distancing
guidelines, other ways had to be explored to pay tribute to the fallen colleague. To this
end, trying to strike a balance between unity and current reality, “National” Division
created a virtual forum where members could collectively celebrate her life from their
respective homes or workplaces. All employees were encouraged to commemorate the
lives that were taken far too soon in a manner that spoke to them the most individually.
Although the social distancing guidelines complicated things, tributes were to be
captured and shared with the Division via the Divisional email address or by private
messages on the Division Facebook or Twitter accounts. The result was a collection of
tributes that were used to create a special video montage that was shared allowing to
collectively celebrate the lives lost while respecting the current realities.
Representing the RCMP Pipes and Drums in the video montage were piper Mike Ward
playing the lament “The Fallen”, written by P/M Wayne Moug following the Mayerthorpe
tragedy, and bugler Charles Armstrong playing the Last Post.
“National” Division also observed a moment of silence, whether at work or at home, at 1
pm Eastern Time on the 24th of April to pay appropriate respects, to take time to stop
and reflect on the ultimate sacrifice made by Cst Heidi Stevenson and on all the lives lost
because of this senseless tragedy.
In her email regards the video montage, the “National” Division Commanding Officer,
A/Commr Bernadine Chapman wrote “I am so very proud of the compassion and
demonstration of solidarity our employees have shown thus far and immensely grateful
for the individual initiatives undertaken to pay respects to our fallen colleague. As difficult
as these times are, I will leave you with the following quote from John Gay, an English
poet, as it has resonated with me on so many levels… We only part until we meet again.
Berni”

03 MAY 2020
ONTARIO POLICE MEMORIAL
TORONTO
The ceremony for the Ontario Police Memorial proceeded on Sunday 03 May 2020 at
the Memorial Site (Queen’s Park) in Toronto, but in a much-diminished fashion.
Members were determined to recognize Sunday the 3rd of May as the scheduled Ontario
Police Memorial Day and not let it go forgotten or unattended despite the restrictive and
uncertain times. Five pipers, representing four provincial police bands plus the RCMP,
participated (playing Amazing Grace). Although recognizing that this was a provincial
memorial service, given the recent tragedy in Nova Scotia, and in particular the on-duty
death of RCMP Cst Heidi Stevenson, it was felt that it was important to have the RCMP
present for the ceremony. The bands were represented by the following pipers – acting
as Senior P/M, Mike Lassiter (Durham Regional Police Services), Hector MacDonald
(Toronto Police), Steve McDougall (OPP), Jeff Smart (Halton Regional Police), and
Charlie King (RCMP). The Senior D/M, who coordinated the pipe band participation, was
D/M John Guy of the Halton Regional Police Pipe Band.

12 MAY 2020
TULP FESTIVAL REMEMBRANCE – VETERANS DAY
BEECHWOOD MILITARY CEMETERY
[ Mike Ward ]
For the second year in a row, the “National” Division RCMP Pipe Band was invited to
provide the music for the Tulip Festival’s annual Veterans Day service at Beechwood
Military Cemetery. Fittingly, this year’s theme was the commemoration of the 75th
Anniversary of the Liberation of the Netherlands.
The ceremony was to take place on the day after the band was originally scheduled to
return from our travel to the Netherlands (30 April – 11 May) where we were to
participate in ten days of official bilateral celebrations between the Netherlands and
Canada. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic that hit the world in March 2020, both our
international travel, and full band participation with the Tulip Festival at Beechwood was
thrown into the wastebasket.
Owing to the importance of observing this anniversary, the Tulip Festival re-scoped the
ceremony down to its most essential elements. Respectful of the health precautions
imposed by municipal authorities, they invited the band to provide a smaller party to play
the Last Post and the Lament.
On a beautiful, if slightly chilly, Ottawa spring morning, D/M Brad Hampson, Bugler
Charles Armstrong and Piper Mike Ward represented the band to provide the traditional
sounds for this important day. The commemorations featured Tulip Festival Chairs,
Grant Hooker and Kita Spak, Beechwood Cemetery’s Nick McCarthy, and the Kingdom
of the Netherlands was ably represented by their Deputy Head of Mission, Fredericke
Quispel and their Military Attaché, LCol Ton Linsson. He offered remarks on behalf of his
Ambassador and laid a memorial wreath at the cenotaph following the Last Post, Lament
and Rouse. Sadly, there were no surviving veterans permitted to attend due to the
pandemic. The solemnity of the occasion was reinforced however as we were
surrounded by those fallen whose service and sacrifice in the Northwest Europe
campaign 75 years ago ended the war and liberated the Dutch from the yoke of Nazism.
Given the connection that we established with the Netherlands in 2015, and had planned
to renew in 2020, we intend to support the Festival’s commemorations again in the
future.

23 MAY 2020
RCMP VIGIL – 147th ANNIVERSARY
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY – BEECHWOOD
Despite the pandemic restrictions, the annual May 23rd
commemorative event took place at the RCMP National
Memorial Cemetery at Beechwood, as hosted by the
Ottawa Division of the RCMP Veterans’ Association.
Each year on this date the Division Association hosts an
early morning vigil at the Cenotaph for Fallen Members
and an historical walking tour that culminates with a
prayer and wreath-laying ceremony.
As a result of the situation that was being faced involving
the COVID-19 health crisis, it was decided to modify the
planning for this year’s ceremony. In keeping with the directives of Ottawa Public Health,
the ceremony was not to be an open public event, but instead, a small group of veteran
volunteers conducted the reveille, held a brief vigil and laid a wreath to commemorate
fallen members, in particular, Cst Heidi Stevenson, and to recognize the 147th
anniversary of the Force. Given that this was
the first major memorial ceremony since the
Covid restrictions had gone into place, it was
a most peculiar thing to behold, what with the
coterie of vets and members in red serge - all
wearing “regulation dark blue face masks”.
But as would be expected, regardless the
new “normal”, the solemn service still went
extremely well.
Of special note, with the RCMP marking the
100th anniversary of the Musical Ride
establishing itself in Ottawa, Sergeant Major
Martin Kohnen participated in the ceremony
(to right). He was the Ride Master of the Musical Ride and represented the RCMP for the
service. The RCMP wreath was laid by Veteran Christine Windover, one of the first two
women to join the Musical Ride. Christine trained a horse named Kito which just
coincidentally happened to become Cst Heidi Stevenson’s horse when she rode on the
Musical Ride.

19 JUNE 2020
CHAPEL HILL RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
ORLEANS ON

30 JUNE 2020
CENTRE D’ACCRUEIL CHAMPLAIN
VANIER (OTTAWA) ON

01 JULY 2020
CANADA DAY – BONAVENTURE TERRACE
ORLEANS ON
“Build it and they will come.” The RCMP Pipes and Drums were scheduled to put
on a performance at Royal Canadian Legion 632 in Orleans for Canada Day but
given the Covid-19 restrictions in place, the mini-band could not tune up on site.
So on the very steamy day, the band did its preparations on the nearby front lawn
of P/M Ogilvie’s house on Bonaventure Terrace. Covid restrictions at the time
were a maximum of 60 people at any outdoor gathering. As the word spread, the
number of neighbours came pretty close to that as they settled in for their own
private “Canada Day Concert”.

25 AUGUST 2020
GEISTMUSIK LIVE-STREAM CONCERT
WITH MATTHEW LARKIN
SOUTHMINSTER UNITED – OTTAWA
Matthew Larkin, FRCCO, STD, of the Caelis Academy Ensemble, and one of
Canada's most foremost choral and orchestral conductors, conducted live-stream
performances during the Covid lockdown on Facebook from Southminster United
Church in Ottawa. The series was called "Geistmusik" and Mr Larkin shared his
vast musical knowledge widely by producing this series for which he both curated
and performed. By October 2020 he had offered 195 lecture recital style virtual
performances in this series. Performance CLXIII (163) featured the wonderful
piece of music – “Highland Cathedral”.
The pipes and drums for this very special live-stream production were provided
by Brad Hampson and Andy Main of the “National” Division Pipes and
Drums. Matthew is a good friend of Brad’s, and had previously played the organ
with him on several occasions at Christ Church Cathedral for funerals. This tune
had been in Matthew’s head wanting to resurrect the partnership for his series,
and when he called Brad, they arranged to play it together. Brad’s secret wish
was also revealed… that a snare drum be added. Brad never recalled the pipes,
drums, and pipe organ being heard together on a recording. Andy and Brad had
spoken about this previously as a potential team project, and so Andy was
introduced to Matthew. The recording was very popular and was added to You
Tube several months after the initial concert for public viewing.
The recital was extraordinarily well done, with an amazing performance by both
Brad and Andy, backed up by one of the country's preeminent musicians.

01 JULY 2020
CANADA DAY
ORLEANS LEGION – BRANCH 632

23 SEPTEMBER 2020
ST PATRICK’S HOME OF OTTAWA

27 SEPTEMBER 2020
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY – BEECHWOOD
The Ottawa Division of the RCMP Veteran’s Association celebrated the day of
the National Police and Peace Officers Memorial, Sunday 27 September 2020, at
the RCMP National Memorial Cemetery – Beechwood. The service at
Beechwood was the way for the Ottawa Division to mark the day of the annual
Police Memorial, knowing that the Parliament Hill service was to be but a shadow
of what it normally would have been pre-Covid-19. The service at Beechwood
turned out to be a poignant and dignified ceremony. The ceremony involved only
ten people, one parade commander, one veteran to stand vigil at the cenotaph, 4
retired members on “parade”, one MC (Suzanne Sarault), one padre, one piper
(P/Cpl Iain Tait) and one bugler (Charles Armstrong).

15 OCTOBER 2020
LETTER TO RCMP PIPES, DRUMS AND DANCERS
FROM COMMANDING OFFICER, A/COMMR BERNADINE CHAPMAN

07 NOVEMBER 2020
BAND REGIMENTAL DINING-IN
ZOOM
In the freewheeling discussion after the Zoom “RCMP Pipe Band – Ottawa”
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 29 September 2020, it was suggested by D/Sgt
Bruce Hewat, and dancers Alyssa McCormick and Anna Gregory, that given the
success of the AGM, the band and dancers should also consider holding the
annual Regimental Dining-in using the Zoom application. The idea took hold and
over the next four weeks detailed planning went into the event.
An amazing 47 members and guests attended the function, most all dressed in
formal Scottish attire or evening wear. Planned by Mike Ward and hosted by D/M
Brad Hampson, the event included bugle calls by Charles Armstrong, piping by
P/Cpl Iain Tait, the Memorial to the Fallen by Anna Gregory, an address to the
band and dancers by “National” Division Commanding Officer A/Commr
Bernadine Chapman, another brilliant Address to the Haggis by P/Sgt Donald
Corbett, a special dance-out by all the Highland Dancers to the new pipe
composition “Kelsey’s Crew”, written by piper Jamieson Weetman, a Graham
Muir praiseworthy recognition of A/Commr (Ret’d) Dale Sheehan’s ongoing
support of the band, and the evening finished off with the Port Ceremony’s Loyal
Toast and Toast to the Force.
While participants prepared their own meals and beverages, they were tied
virtually together by technology enabling a very personal evening of camaraderie.
It was a resounding success; so much so that the CO was so impressed she
spread the news of this event across all RCMP Divisions. To date, “G” Division in
Yellowknife has been in touch with our Drum Major for advice on similarly
planned events within the Force’s current world.

08 NOVEMBER 2020
PROVOST COMPANY PLAQUE UNVEILING
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY – BEECHWOOD
2020 saw the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World
War. Also being remembered were the many RCMP regular members who during this
and all other wars, served in Canadian and Commonwealth military regular forces, and
especially the many who made the supreme sacrifice for our country.
In September 1939 when Canada
joined the Second World War, the
RCMP was immediately called upon
to establish a military police force to
accompany the 1st Canadian
Infantry Division into battle in
Europe. Initially, 116 serving RCMP
non-commissioned regular member
volunteers were accepted into the
Provost. These members were
outfitted in Canadian Army uniforms,
kit and weapons. They each
maintained their RCMP identification
while wearing the Force’s insignias and badges. These members trained at "N" Division,
Rockcliffe (Ottawa) from September until their initial deployment with the 1st Canadian
Infantry Division in December 1939. Throughout the duration of the Second World War,
at least 215 RCMP member volunteers served with the 1st Provost Company (RCMP)
and fought gallantly in battlefields across Europe.
On the 8th of November, a ceremony was held to install a plaque along the ''Major
General George Pearkes, VC'' pathway in the RCMP National Memorial Cemetery at
Beechwood to commemorate the No.1 Provost Company (RCMP) and, in particular, to
honour the twelve RCMP members who volunteered for the Provost and were killed
while serving during the War. Participating in the ceremony from the band were bugler
Charles Armstrong and P/M Graeme Ogilvie.

10 NOVEMBER 2020
COMMANDING OFFICER MEDALS & AWARDS CERMONY
“NATIONAL” DIVISION HQ – OTTAWA
The first post-pandemic indoor Commanding Officer Medals &
Awards Ceremony in Canada took place on 10 November,
which featured a drastically reduced numbers of physically
distanced, and mask-wearing recipients inside the Mess at
National Division Headquarters. While several long service
awards and medals were presented, two special awards
presented by the CO went to the “National” Division’s Band
Officer, Insp Rod Macleod, who received the Sovereign’s
Medal for Volunteers, as well as a Commissioner’s
Commendation for outstanding voluntary service. While a
regular member of the Force in Ottawa for many years, Rod
has been a dedicated member of the Pipe Band since 2003. In
that time, over and above his regular duty hours, he has volunteered as the band’s Drum
Major, managing the QM stores, and was a
member of the RCMP National Executive Council
of Community Pipes & Drums, most recently as
its Chairman. During this time, he envisioned,
planned, developed, and led the national RCMP
Drum Major’s Course, which has to date
produced dozens of newly trained Drum Majors
across Canada after four successful week long
courses. This course has been instrumental
developing knowledge, skills and abilities of Drum
Majors across the country. Drum Major Brad
Hampson from the “National” Division Pipes and
Drums played for this event.

11 NOVEMBER 2020
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
ORLEANS LEGION
The COVID-19 pandemic changed the way all chapters of the Royal Canadian Legion
would run their Remembrance Day Ceremonies in 2020. Likewise, the national
Remembrance Day Ceremony at the National War Memorial in Ottawa continued,
although greatly modified to meet local health guidelines. For the first time, spectators
were discouraged from attending in person, due to the limited space and requirement to
physically distance. At the Orleans Legion, Branch #632, a small gathering of invited
guests, less than 50 in number, participated in the abbreviated ceremony.

31 DECEMBER 2020
SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF OTTAWA
HOGMAN-EH!!
The Scottish Society of Ottawa is responsible for both an annual Burns Supper
and an end-of-year “Hogman-eh!” celebration. They traditionally engaged groups
for performances in Ottawa at Lansdowne Park at the Horticultural Building and
Aberdeen Pavilion. This year, however, plans had to change dramatically.
So all performers for 2020 would be providing on-line offerings, and an invitation
went out to the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers to provide video performances
specifically for the SSO 2020 Hogman-eh! “Fiery & Bold” Celebration. The SSO
had already a fantastic line up of other entertainment and performers such as
Coaig, the American Rogues, the Cameron Highlanders, a Highland Dance
presentation by Change of Step, Marielle Lesperance, Natalie MacMaster, and
Donnell Leahy & Family. Confirmed as the host for the evening was Graham
Richardson, CTV Ottawa Anchor, News at Six. There would be a series of
Scottish themed inserts in collaboration and consultation with the Ottawa Scottish
Affairs Office. It was expected to be a great celebratory end to 2020 - Scottish
style!
Produced by an extraordinarily talented video wizard, Kelsey Stewart, the RCMP
collection included the dancers performing to “Corky’s Gift”, the band and
dancers reprising their great “Memories of Herbie MacLeod” set, including the
reels “The Stone Frigate” and “The High Drive”, and the “RCMP Regimental
March” as played by the Pipe Band. Also contributing two videos to the evening’s
entertainment were Shabraque, who ran a slide show to an adaptation of the pipe
band Jig Set and also performed the ballad “Heave Away” to another slide show.
RCMP Regimental March

Corky’s Gift

07 NOVEMBER 2020
RCMP PIPE BAND REGIMENTAL DINING-IN
ARMY OFFICERS’ MESS – OTTAWA
2020 KEN THORTON AWARD – JOHN VIRAG
The criteria for the Ken Thornton Trophy is a
person who best exemplifies being a team player
through exceptional commitment, motivation,
perseverance and cooperation, serving as a role
model for others in the band. The Ken Thornton
Award for 2020 was presented virtually to John
Virag, piper, Board Director, and Website/Social
Media Coordinator
John joined the “National” Division pipe band and
paraded in red serge for the first time on 01 May
2016. He arrived as a seasoned piper and
immediately immersed himself as a team player
with ideas and previous experience which had a
significant positive impact in the band. He seldom
missed practice in his four years of service with the
band and has been a stalwart piper on almost
every event since, including band tours around the
world. His dedication and commitment as a civilian
volunteer representing the RCMP has been beyond
remarkable. In fact, in 2019, John amassed the
highest amount of volunteer hours in the entire
band, with a total of 1,430 hours, which was even higher than our Pipe Major.
In 2018, John was elected to the Board of Directors for the band, taking over the
portfolio of Communications, specifically for the band’s three social media accounts, and
coordination of the website. In 2019, due to unforeseen circumstances, the band’s
website, built years previously, crashed and became unrecoverable. While the Board
and Band Management Team considered contracting outside professional services to
build a new website, John voiced interest, given his experience, in attempting to build a
new and professional website through Word Press. Through the latter part of 2019, into
2020, John spent hundreds of hours gathering all the information required to tell our
band’s story to the public, marketing on the internet. After working with many in the
band, John created a website for the RCMP Pipes & Drums of which the band could be
proud. His efforts, through many trials and challenges, brought rave reviews for the
professional manner in which he laid out all the respective pages. Updated llinks to the
band’s social media accounts of Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, all public
communications and marketing was all completed under his leadership. Because of this
significant effort through one of our most challenging years in existence, John’s
extensive work resulted in a nil-expenditure from the budget. As a key team player and
leader, John’s exceptional commitment, motivation, perseverance and cooperation,
serving as a role model to others in the band, make him this year’s Thornton Award
winner, for most outstanding contribution to the RCMP Pipes & Drums.

06 JULY 2020
FUNERAL – SGT MAJOR (RET’D) ROBERT CAMM
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY – BEECHWOOD

19 SEPTEMBER 2020
VIDEO SUPPORT TO REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
POSTERENK, NETHERLANDS
NATIONAL MILITARY CEMETERY – BEECHWOOD
Another example of how sometimes in the end it’s the “best laid plans o’ mice and men”.
On the 19th of September, Charles Dumaresq, Charles Armstrong and Brad Hampson
made their way to the National Military Cemetery at Beechwood to provide video support
to the Remembrance Service at Posterenk, the Netherlands, on the 27th of September.
Numerous videos were produced of “The Last Post” and “The Lament”. Unfortunately
technology failed on the day and the videos failed to show on the big screen. Although
the showing itself was not a success, good videos are “in the can” for the “next time”. Of
special interest in the photo below, it was taken at the grave site of General HDG “Harry”
Crerar, Commander of the First Canadian Army, WW2.

BIRTHDAY MILESTONES – TURNING 90!!
RCMP VETERANS
The Ottawa Division of the RCMP Veterans Association used to deliver birthday
greetings from the Governor General in a low-key fashion, but to make an impact during
this time of Covid it was decided to do these little ceremonies in a more formal fashion.
With Vets President, Michel Pelletier, Sgt at Arms Marc Dureau, Director of Honours and
Recognition Wayne Jacquard, and joined by piper Graham Muir, and bugler Charles
Armstong, a great fuss was made over these veterans hitting a rather major milestone.
Each presentation was heralded with Charles playing traditional RCMP bugle calls,
followed by a few tunes by Graham, always including “Happy Birthday”. These definitely
made the day of the recipients, who were overwhelmed by the unexpected attention.

03 SEPTEMBER 2020
D/COMMR (RET’D) RAYMOND QUINTAL
BRUYERE RETIREMENT HOME

10 SEPTEMBER 2020
S/SGT (RET’D) ED BRUNELL
ALMONTE ON

11 NOVEMBER 2020
OTTAWA-CARLETON ASSOCIATION FOR DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
GROUP HOME BEACON HILL NORTH
It is sometimes a small world. A small group home in Beacon Hill North (Ottawa) serves
six adults with varying degrees of disability. Four staff members are there to assist. All
had been housebound since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic and the staff
attempted to add significance to their remembrance service by having a “live” piper. The
group coordinator contacted an old military friend, now retired on Vancouver Island, to
see if he knew any contacts in the Ottawa area through which a piper might be found. As
luck would have it, this retired AERE officer was an RMC class-mate of P/M Graeme
Ogilvie. A connection was made and RCMP piper Rob Waller (also ex-RMC) made it a
very special day for all those in the home.

11 APRIL 2020
DUNDAS MANOR LONG TERM CARE HOME
WINCHESTER ON
Bill Stewart Jr

26 JULY 2020
“PHANTOM PIPER” – KINCARDINE LIGHTHOUSE
KINCARDINE ON
Casey Cerson

A TRIBUTE TO
JOHN CAMERON (JACK) YOURT
OUR “GO-TO-GUY”
[ Graham Muir ]

John Cameron (Jack) Yourt is a fastidious man: a man of
precision who pays inordinate attention to small detail. This
trait has served him well in life and has made him dear to us.
At a time when bagpipes were all
wood, leather and hemp, Jack made it
his business to know how to tend to
the intricacies of his own pipes. And
before long it became his business to
tend to the repair and refurbishment of
instruments for pipers all over eastern
Ontario. He has been the “go-to guy”
for several generations of pipers in
and around the Ottawa Valley. He has
most certainly been our very own band
go-to guy since we got underway.
During the halcyon days of his home business, TLC Bagpipe Repair &
Maintenance, Jack was also known as a buyer and seller of pipes and a purveyor
band kit and clothing. He was a sought-after and trusted broker who garnered an
extensive clientele, inter-provincially and internationally.
Many of us have had the good fortune of gracing
Jack’s workshop and sharing his company while
the critical task of “tying in” a new pipe bag was
undertaken with due care and attention.
Surrounded by a drill press and lathe, vices,
clamps and assorted tools of his own design and
fashioning, Jack is a master craftsman in his
own right.
There are all manner of “wee bits” that comprise
the great highland bagpipe. Short of building a
set from scratch, Jack is adept at refitting,
rebuilding, and restoring them. If it needs doing,
Jack will have it in hand: replacing bags;
installing moisture control kits; mending split
drones and cracked slides; removing and
replacing mounts, ferules and ring caps;
refurbishing ivory and re-plating brass and silver fittings; re-boring and refinishing
drones and stalks, and so forth. All with an eye for perfection, as is the nature of
the man!

The RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers; where next?
[ P/Sgt Donald Corbett – PDB-005 ]

It has been simply wonderful to relive the past twenty years with the RCMP Pipes, Drums and
Dancers; and my hat is off to Graeme for taking the initiative to pull this tome together. When I
consider the things we have done, and the places we have been, it truly has been a remarkable
journey – and almost every aspect was envisioned at the beginning of this century.
We had just finished the year 1998 edition of the Police Memorial Parade and Graham and I
were talking about the Band and its future. I looked at the crew we had on parade that day and
while we had a handful of “RCMP-only” players, most of the folks were OPS Pipe Band members
doing double duty. I thought to myself, “Wouldn’t it be awesome to be able to field a complete
band in our own right?” Sometimes my inside voice takes over; the next words out of my mouth
were, “What can I do to help you with this adventure?”
That winter Graham and I spent many an evening imagining what form the band might take,
where we might travel, and who might be interested in being a part of the team. We concluded
that while we the band would be there to support the local garrison requirements as well as the
Community Policing aspects of the RCMP, we needed to build something that was not just
another Pipe Band in Ottawa. We needed to carve out a unique niche.
Most Pipe Bands spend their summers on the competition circuit and/or playing in parades. The
off-season is spent learning and perfecting the “new set.” A huge amount of effort goes into
playing the same 3-5 minutes of music over and over, to be ready to play a handful of times for a
very critical audience. We wanted to do something different; but what would it be?
When we were with OPS, we took a trip to Estes Park to compete and participate in the evening
tattoo. During the show, Simon Fraser University came on before us and played a near perfect
set of Grade 1 level music; we marched on playing fairly solid Grade 3 music in a short show that
included dancers. Only one band received a standing ovation, and from that experience the
concept of a band that focused on “sight and sound” – “music and movement” was born. This
would be our niche.
We wouldn’t be just any old non-competing
band that did shows at country fairs! We
would be the “World Renowned RCMP
Pipes, Drums and Dancers” – the best
concert Pipe Band and Dance Team in
Canada. We would be requested to play in
concerts and tattoos around the world, and
people looking for a change and a challenge
would come knocking to join. Given the
twenty years of history we’ve all just read,
that is pretty well where we are today.
It’s all very good to look back on our
accomplishments and adventures, but what

about the next twenty years? How can we make more interesting music? Where do we want to
go? Who will lead us?
Some of us won’t be around to celebrate the accomplishments of the next two decades; some
of us may be happily playing in the back rank. The future of this Band will soon be in the capable
hands of the next generation. Succession planning has begun in earnest and the new leaders
will need their own vision. Here are a few ideas:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shall we create the ability to provide a complete show without the need for guest
performers?
Do we take the show on the road for a week or two?
What about developing small ensembles?
How about a Celtic Choral group?
Can we incorporate the sounds of the Band and Shabraque?
Could we build a youth band?
What about a program for teaching prospective pipers, drummers and dancers?
What about continuing the developmental workshops that have been so recently
successful?

As we prepare to march-off into year 21, ask yourself and then ask today’s leadership team,
“What can I do to help you with this adventure?”

