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Dominion Chalmers, Halifax, Edinburgh and Loon Mountain.  It falls under 
the category of sounding like a broken record – every year the band 
management team questions whether the band and dancers can keep up the 
hectic performance schedule, and every year the bar continues to be set higher 
and higher. 2019 saw another magnificent Dominion Chalmers concert in the 
spring, followed by trips to the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo in Halifax, 
to the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Scotland, and another visit to the New 
Hampshire Highland Games & Festival in Loon Mountain. In the early days of the 
band, there was amazement that we could surpass 10,000 volunteer hours for 
the shows and practices throughout the year. For 2019, the band and dancers 
well surpassed 20,000 volunteer hours. Adding in administrative time and 
personal practice, a conservative estimate was that the band and dancers had 
contributed over 35,000 volunteer hours in this one year alone; just an 
astonishing figure. 
 
Sadness Amongst the Good Times.  2019 started off in Ottawa with the 
extraordinarily tragic news of an OC Transpo bus crash at the Westboro Station, 
killing three and injuring another 23. This accident hit the pipe band world 
extremely hard as one of those who succumbed to their injuries was former 
RCMP tenor drummer Judy (Benvie) Booth, who played with the band in 2012 
and 2013. Judy was the past President of the North Lanark (Almonte) Highland 
Games, and had also played with the Sons of Scotland, the Ottawa Police 
Service, and the Ottawa Highlanders pipe bands. Her husband Ches plays with 
Ottawa Highlanders and is a Pipe Sergeant with the Cameron Highlanders of 
Ottawa. It was just such difficult news with which to start the year. 
 
A Life Well Lived.  2019 also saw the passing of former band member (piper) 
Kenneth W. Thornton at the age of 101. Our band joined with the Thornton family 
in their grief having lost such a remarkable man, but heartened to know that Ken 
left us as he would have wished: quiet, content, and tucked into his bed. In 2019 
Ken had moved from Creemore to live with his family in Oshawa and then just 
five weeks later moved to St Joseph's Villa (long-term care facility) in Dundas. He 
took his positive attitude with him and was most happy with the residence and the 
staff. But unfortunately the angels soon after decided to take him home, and the 
world lost one very amazing gentleman. 



 

 

Drum Corporal Andy Main and Pipe Corporal Iain Tait.  2019 saw two well 
deserved appointments within the band. First was Andy Main to Drum Corporal, 
with his stripes being presented in advance of the Dominion Chalmers concert.  
The band was extremely fortunate to be able to take advantage of Andy’s 
experience in pipe bands, in the military, and in management positions, and his 
ability to provide mentoring in the drum corps. A far less formal presentation of 
stripes was made to Iain Tait on his appointment as Pipe Corporal, with the deed 
being done at the Tuesday night band practice 15 October. Iain was also a 
natural choice given his combined talents in 
piping, tuning, leadership and his strong 
commitment to the band. Adding in his sense of 
humour and youth, it was the complete package. 
Both appointments helped further solidify an 
extremely strong band management team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Commanding Officer.  A change of command for “National” Division took 
place 26 November 2019 at the Manège Militaire Salaberry in Gatineau seeing 
outgoing Commanding Officer, D/Commr Michael Duheme, turn the reins of the 
Division over to the new Commanding Officer, A/Commr Bernadine Chapman. 
D/Commr Duheme had recently been promoted to his new rank and appointed 
the Deputy Commissioner of Federal Policing, one of the RCMP’s core lines of 
service across Canada and around the world. 
 
Social Media Transfer.  The people looking after social media for the RCMP 
Pipes, Drums and Dancers are the unsung heroes of the management team, 
without whom there would be no window for the rest of the world to get a glimpse 
into this incredible organization and all that has been accomplished. The initial 
web-designer for the band was Derek Smith, and he continued to assist many 
years after leaving and moving to Golden BC. Our extremely conscientious web-
master, working quietly in the background from the beginning to present, was 
Robb Towns, who also continued on with his invaluable assistance long after 
retiring as a drummer in the band. Early on, D/Sgt Bruce Hewat initiated a band 
Twitter account and then in 2013 expanded the band’s domain on the internet 
with pages on Facebook and Instagram, creating an extraordinary social media 
presence that has seen the band Facebook page itself now garnering over 2,400 
followers. In 2019 the Social Media file was consolidated into a Board position 



 

 

with the portfolio taken on by John Virag, ably assisted by Natasha Durant, and 
with considerable input by D/M Brad Hampson. There aren’t enough words to 
appropriately show the appreciation necessary to Derek, Robb and Bruce for all 
the hundreds and hundreds of hours they dedicated of their own time to give the 
band and dancers such a professional media presence around the world. 
 
RCMP Pipe Band – Ottawa (NFP).  The Not-for-Profit society continued on in its 
steady state with no major changes again to policy nor procedures. On the roster 
of the Board, Brad Hampson stepped down as a Director-at-Large to focus on his 
Senior Drum Major role, and Mike Motyl also stepped down as a Director-at-
Large (and Strategic Opportunities Chair). Jamieson Weetman came on board to 
replace Mike Motyl and Matt Goral joined the Board to replace Brad Hampson. 
 

 
BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2019 

 

Drum Majors:  Brad Hampson, Graham Muir 
 

Pipers:  Charles Armstrong, Neil Bell, Dave Campbell, Casey Cerson, P/Sgt Donald 
Corbett, Sandy Creber, Bill Fairlie, Matt Goral, Brad Hampson, Charlie King, Mike Long, 
Grant Lynds, Steve McDermid, Mike Motyl, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Bev 
Perron, Jenny Putinski, Bill Stewart Jr, Mark Straby, Iain Tait, John Virag, Allan Walker, 
Mike Ward, Jamieson Weetman, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt. 
 

Drummers:  D/Cpl Dominique Castonguay (side), Brian Creber (bass), Charles 
Dumaresq (side), Natasha Durant (side), Heather Fairbairn (side), Chris Ford (side), 
John Gray (side), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side), Yves Labbé (tenor), Jeff Leblanc (side), 
Andy Main (side), Daniel Mandin (tenor), Gary McDermott (bass), Iain Ogilvie (side), 
Sylvie Perron (side), Louise Quinn (tenor), Ron Roach (bass), Giorgio Zanetti (tenor). 

 
Performance highlights 2019: 

• Judy (Benvie) Booth Funeral 
• Perley-Rideau Concert 
• “O” Division Change of Command Parade – Toronto Police College 
• Dominion Chalmers Concert 
• Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto 
• Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo – Halifax 
• Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo – Scotland 
• New Hampshire Festival & Highland Games – Loon Mountain 
• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill 
• “A” Division Change of Command – Salaberry Armouries, Gatineau 

 

Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and 
funerals, retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions.  
The tempo for solo events continued very high in 2019 with a total of 97 different 
events taking place over the course of the year. Solo highlights of 2019 were:  
Justice Retirement Dinner, Chateau Laurier – Jenny Putinski; Afghanistan 
Memorial Dedication, Orleans Legion – Mike Ward; Funeral for WW2 Vet Bud 
Hannam, Beechwood – Mike Ward; Internment for WW2 Vet Bud Hannam, 



 

 

Beechwood – Charles Armstrong. NOTE: Bud Hannam (right) 
landed on Juno Beach, D-Day 1944. He fought for the liberation of 
the Netherlands. It was a very distinct honour for the RCMP to be so 
involved in his memorial services. For more, see: 
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/75-years-after-the-
horrors-of-d-day-bud-hannam-finally-rests 

 

 
2019 Band Events 

(number of band members participating in brackets) 

 
19 Jan 2019 Judy (Benvie) Booth Funeral – Almonte (15) – with dancers 
02 Feb 2019 RCMP Musical Ride Open House – RCMP Stables (16) 
13 Feb 2019 TJX Nat’l Business Leaders Conference Opening – Shaw Centre (4) 
17 Mar 2019 St Patty’s Day Parade – Montréal (2) 
19 Mar 2019 Perley-Rideau Concert (28) – with dancers 
17 Apr 2019 “O” Div Change of Command Parade – Toronto Police College (14) 
23 Apr 2019 CTV Promo for Dominion Chalmers (3) – with dancers 
28 Apr 2019 Dominion Chalmers Concert (36) – with dancers 
06 May 2019 Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (22) 
14 May 2019 Canadian Tulip Festival – Beechwood (7) 
16 May 2019 RCMP Long Service Medals Ceremony – NHQ (4) 
23 May 2019 146th Anniversary RCMP/NWMP – Beechwood (13) 
28 May 2019 Orchard View Living Centre Concert (13) – with dancers 
30 May 2019 Lt-Gov Dowdeswell Visit – Rockland (9) – with dancers 
01 Jun 2019 Shriners Legion of Honour Parade – National War Memorial (18) 
02 Jun 2019 Muscular Dystrophy Walk – Ottawa City Hall (9) 
08 Jun 2019 ALS Walk – War Museum (11) 
10 Jun 2019 LinCT Conference – Brookstreet Hotel (4) 
14 Jun 2019 Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (12) 
17 Jun 2019 CSA Conference – Shaw Centre (10) 
21 Jun – 07 Jul 2019 Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo – Halifax (6) 
22 Jun 2019 CHEO Teddy Bear Picnic – Rideau Hall (15) – with dancers 
27 Jun 2019 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
28 Jun 2019 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
29 Jun 2019 Sunset Ceremonies (13) – with dancers 
30 Jun 2019 Sunset Ceremonies (13) – with dancers 
01 Jul 2019 Canada Day Parade – Merrickville (24) 
27 Jul – 25 Aug 2019 Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo – Scotland (14) 
02 Aug 2019 Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (33) 
19-22 Sep 2019 New Hampshire Highland Games – Loon Mountain (21) – with dancers 
29 Sep 2019 Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (19) 
04 Nov 2019 Funeral – Ken Thornton – Oakville (9) 
05 Nov 2019 NHQ Medals Ceremony – Leikin (4) 
11 Nov 2019 Remembrance Day Service – Orleans Legion (17) 
11 Nov 2019 Remembrance Day, Afternoon Show – Orleans Legion (15) 
26 Nov 2019 NHQ Change of Command Parade – Salaberry Armoury (Hull) (21) 
12 Dec 2019 RCMP Long Service Ceremony – Leikin (4) 



 

 

19 JANUARY 2019 
JUDY (BENVIE) BOOTH CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

ALMONTE CITIVAN HALL 
 

A celebration of Judy’s life took place at the 
Almonte Civitan Hall Saturday 19 January 2019, 
with full pipe band honours accorded. The turnout 
overflowed capacity, and those who were able to 
attend inside were welcomed by a massed pipes 
and drums with over 80 members playing under 
the direction of D/M Brad Hampson (RCMP) and 
P/M Chris Reasbeck (Camerons). At the request 
of the family, a small show was performed by the 
RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers at the 
conclusion of the remembrance. Judy had always 
told her kids that she wanted “to go with a bang”. 
 
 

 



 

 

02 FEBRUARY 2019 
RCMP MUSICAL RIDE OPEN HOUSE for the OTTAWA FOOD BANK 

RCMP STABLES – CANADIAN POLICE COLLEGE 
 

This annual “Open House”, hosted by the RCMP Musical Ride, raises funds and food for 
the Ottawa Food Bank. The RCMP, and several supporting agencies, continue to 
participate each year to make this event a huge success. In 2019 over $2,300 and 2,650 
pounds of food were raised!! Approximately 4,000 people were in attendance throughout 
the day at the stables and displays. 
 

 



 

 

19 MARCH 2019 
PERLEY-RIDEAU CONCERT 
PERLEY & RIDEAU VETERAN’S HEALTH CENTRE 
 

. 

 



 

 



 

 

17 APRIL 2019 
“O” DIVISION CHANGE OF COMMAND PARADE 

TORONTO POLICE COLLEGE 
 

The “O” Division Change of Command Parade was held at the Toronto Police College on 
Birmingham St, Toronto to witness the change of command from the outgoing 
Commanding Officer, D/Commr Jennifer Strachan, to the incoming Commanding Officer, 
A/Commr Jodie Boudreau. RCMP Commissioner Brenda Lucki was the presiding officer 
for the ceremony. This Change of Command Parade was especially significant as for the 
first time in the history of the Force, under the direction of a female Commissioner, 
command transitioned from one female Commanding Officer to another. D/Commr 
Strachan herself had a number of firsts in her career to this point – she was the first 
female Superintendent District Commander, first female Chief Superintendent CROPS 
Officer and she was the first female Assistant Commissioner Commanding Officer. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

23 APRIL 2019 
DOMINION CHALMERS CONCERT PROMOTION 

CTV OTTAWA – MORNING LIVE 
CTV STUDIOS – BYWARD MARKET 

 

 
 
 



 

 

28 APRIL 2019 
CARLETON DOMINION CHALMERS CENTRE CONCERT 

“ON THE ROAD TO HOLLAND – 2020” 
 
The RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers of “National” 
Division marked their 7th appearance at Dominion 
Chalmers with another spectacular concert on Sunday the 
28th of April. The facility had just newly re-opened and was 
now under the management of Carleton University and 
renamed the Carleton Dominion Chalmers Centre. The 
fundraising focus of the 2019 concert was for the much 
anticipated trip over to the Netherlands in 2020 for the 
celebrations marking the 75th anniversary of the liberation. 
 

Performing to another capacity house, the enthusiastic 
audience included RCMP Commissioner, Brenda Lucki, 
His Excellency Henk van der Zwan, Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, and special guests from the 
Perley-Rideau Retirement Residence, including one veteran who had participated in the 
liberation of the Netherlands. The concert was again hosted by MC, and retired RCMP 
member, Suzanne Sarault and for this 2019 edition of the Dominion Chalmers concert 
the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers were joined by the celtic band Shabraque, 
highland dancers from the Loch Murray Dancers, and the MacLeod Fiddlers from 
Glengarry County, under the direction of Ian MacLeod. 
 

Stellar reviews again came pouring in after the concert, in particular from the RCMP 
Commissioner and the “National” Division Commanding Officer A/Commr Michael 
Duheme. The band and dancers had again outdone all previous concerts and continued 
to raise the bar to extraordinary new heights. 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

27 APRIL 2019 
CARLETON DOMINION CHALMERS CENTRE 

“NATIONAL” DIVISION PIPES, DRUMS AND DANCERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SITTING [left to right]  Alison Elliott, Storey Quinn, Megan MacDonald, Isabella Maestri, 
Christena Lawrie, Jennifer McDougall, Maya Tucker, Caroline Taylor. 
 
FIRST ROW [left to right]  Tina Gripton, Kerry McDougall, Isobel Vaisanen, Dance 
Captain Kelsey Stewart, Jack Yourt, Mike Ward, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, P/Sgt  Gilbert 
Young, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, D/M Brad Hampson, D/Sgt Bruce Hewat, D/Cpl Dominique 
Castonguay, D/Cpl Andy Main, Graham Muir, Melanie Lemieux, Anna Gregory, Alyssa 
McCormick, Brianna Campbell. 
 
SECOND ROW [left to right]  Natasha Durant, Giorgio Zanetti, Mike Motyl, Daniel 
Mandin, Sylvie Perron, Ron Roach, Bill Stewart Jr, Gary McDermott, Commanding 
Officer A/Commr Michael Duheme, Band Officer Insp Rod Macleod, Dave Campbell, 
Heather Fairbairn, Charles Dumaresq, John Gray, Brian Creber, Bill Fairlie, Bev Perron, 
Sandy Creber, Louise Quinn. 
 
THIRD ROW [left to right]  Mike Long, Jamieson Weetman, Neil Bell, Matt Goral, Allan 
Walker, Iain Ogilvie, Mark Straby, Grant Lynds, Charles Armstrong, John Virag. 



 

 

05 MAY 2019 
ONTARIO POLICE MEMORIAL – TORONTO 

 
 
 



 

 

30 MAY 2019 
ONTARIO LT-GOV DOWDESWELL VISIT 

CLARENCE-ROCKLAND 
 

On Thursday 30 May 2019, Her Honour the Hon. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, 
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, conducted an official visit to the city of Clarence-
Rockland, Ontario, making a stop at both the Paroisse Très Sainte Trinité to 
attend a community welcome event with students and members of the Franco-
Ontarian community, and then to the Rockland District High School for a short 
program of entertainment featuring local talent. The RCMP Pipes and Drums led 
Lt-Gov Dowdeswell into the ceremony at Très Sainte Trinité and then, with the 
RCMP Highland Dancers, performed for the Lieutenant-Governor as part of the 
Rockland District High School activities. 
 



 

 

01 JUNE 2019 
TUNIS SHRINERS LEGION OF HONOUR PARADE 

NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL 
 
On Saturday the 1st of June 2019, the RCMP Pipes and Drums led the Tunis 
Shriners Legion of Honour from City Hall up Elgin Street to their wreath laying 
ceremonial at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the National War Memorial. 
Following the ceremony the band also provided a short performance at a 
lunchtime reception held at Ottawa City Hall. 
 



 

 

08 JUNE 2019 
ALS WALK 

CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM 
 



 

 

21 JUNE TO 07 JULY 2019 
ROYAL NOVA SCOTIA INTERNATIONAL TATTOO 

HALIFAX NS 
 [John Virag] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The RNSIT is a world-renowned military tattoo, which has been running in Halifax 
over the Canada day weekend since 1979. It draws participants from all over the 
world and 2019 was no exception. There were brass and reed bands from 
Canada, the U.S., Japan and Germany, a dance troop from Australia, a 
gymnastic show from the U.S. and a gymnastic group of young girls from 
Estonia. There were precision drill teams from the USAF and from Germany. 
Most importantly, of course, there were military Pipe Bands from the Black 
Watch, The Black Watch Association (Atlantic), the Nova Scotia Highlanders, 14 
Wing RCAF from Greenwood NS, 5th Canadian Division Support Group, the 
RCR from Gagetown, a Cadets composite band and a composite RCMP band.  

 
This was the fifth appearance by 
an RCMP Composite Pipe Band 
at the Royal Nova Scotia 
International Tattoo having been 
there previously in 1998, 2009, 
2011 and 2012. For 2019, the 
RCMP band had 23 members; 16 
pipers, 6 drummers and one 
Drum Major, representing the 
bands from Vancouver, Regina, 
Moncton, Halifax and Ottawa.  

 



 

 

All of the out-of-town RCMP band members stayed at Dalhousie University in 
Risley Hall, along with many of the other performers. The accommodations were 
great and allowed us to get together in the evenings for post mortems of the 
show and to share stories. There were even a couple of opportunities to break 
out the ceilidh instruments for a wee blast.  
 
We participated in eight practice days at the 
local armouries and at Scotiabank Centre. 
Since not everyone was required on the 
floor all the time, this gave band members 
time to catch some of the other tattoo 
performers going through their routines. 
The acts were quite entertaining and made 
us feel the audience was truly getting their 
money's worth. Once the show was ready, 
we performed four matinee shows and four 
evening shows over the week. Overall, it 
was a pretty busy schedule over the 17 days of our stay in Halifax, but there was 
still enough free time for people to enjoy the local sights, sample the great 
seafood and perhaps test some of the local brews as well. On Canada Day, we 
had the added pleasure of joining the Tattoo street parade through downtown 
before the matinee show, then post-performance, got together for a meet and 
greet session, sponsored by the “H” Division band, and watched the fireworks.  

 
The massed pipe bands had two sequences to perform, 
plus the opening routine and the grand finale. The first 
sequence was about the History of the Bagpipe. After the 
Cadets marched through in period uniforms from the 
Second World War, the massed bands marched in to 
choreography designed to honour the peace keeping 
operations of the Canadian Armed Forces. First, the 
members formed a large peace symbol to illustrate the 
Tattoo theme “Power of Peace”. The formation then 
reformed to a lively reel, to form the letters UN, paused 
briefly and marched off. The accompanying graphic (left) 
will give you an idea of how this worked.  
 

The second massed bands set was performed with the Tattoo's Highland and 
Irish dancers. After the large ensemble marched on, files broke off to form 
anchors pointing in the four cardinal directions, with the dancers whirling around 
the musicians to a selection of hornpipes. On the last hornpipe, the bands 
reformed to create a square, which the dancers then filled, and danced to a 
spirited jig.  
 
The choreography for these two sequences was a bit complicated, which 
explained the number of practice sessions needed to get it down pat. Even with 
that, there were minor changes taking place into the first couple of performances. 



 

 

Apparently, this is normal practice for tattoos! Everyone took it in stride and 
everything came together well. 
 
As always, the finale of each show was a moving event, topped off with the 
massed bands playing Black Bear and Scotland the Brave, to thunderous 
applause from the crowd. The 2019 tattoo experience was a memorable one for 
all the participants and one we hope to repeat before too many years go by. 
 
 

The “Anchor” Formation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice Time at ScotiaBank Place. Social Time Ceilidh. 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 

22 JUNE 2019 
CHEO TEDDY BEAR PICNIC 

RIDEAU HALL 
 



 

 

27-30 JUNE 2019 
SUNSET CEREMONIES 

 
 



 

 



 

 

01 JULY 2019 
CANADA DAY PARADE AND CEREMONY 

MERRICKVILLE ON 
 



 

 

26 JULY TO 25 AUGUST 2019 
ROYAL EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 

SCOTLAND 
 

Forward March 
By Brad Hampson, Drum Major, National Division Pipes & Drums 
Reprinted from the RCMP Quarterly Magazine – Winter 2020 

 
Following the 2018 celebrations for the 20th anniversary of the creation of the RCMP 
tartan and the formation of the national program of RCMP and community pipe bands, 
we travelled to Scotland in 2019 for a very special event. 
 

From August 2 to 24, the RCMP Pipes & Drums performed with the iconic Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo. An annual event since 1950, this show is the pinnacle bucket-
list item for any piper, drummer or dancer of the highland traditions worldwide.  
 

The Tattoo is a sellout each year. Music, dance and precision display with the Massed 
Pipes and Drums, the Massed Military Bands, cultural troupes, singers and the poignant 
refrain of the Lone Piper against the stunning backdrop of Edinburgh Castle. More than 
14 million people have attended the Tattoo, with an annual audience of around 220,000 
people. In addition, around 100 million people see the Tattoo each year on international 
television. 
 

Not a single performance of the Tattoo has ever been cancelled, and the Tattoo has 
been graced over the years by the presence of the RCMP’s boots, breeches, horses and 
pipe bands. We represented Canada once again in 2019 with pride and honour. 
 

Led by National Division’s Pipe Major Graeme 
Ogilvie, our RCMP band was composed of 24 
pipers and drummers from our national 
program. These band members represented 
Divisions, including National in Ottawa, H in 
Halifax, J in Moncton, C in Montreal, F in 
Regina and E in Vancouver.  After our pipe 
band’s previous involvement in 2015, our work 
ethic, sound and level of professionalism led to 
the producer’s invitation to return for this year’s 
show, entitled “Kaleidoscope.” Our planning 
began in October 2017 as we canvassed for 
interest from band members across Canada. Of the several hundred RCMP pipers and 
drummers, the list was whittled down to the final numbers just prior to our departure.   
 

Throughout the early months of 2019, music scores and videos were shared with all our 
players by the Tattoo’s Director of the massed pipes and drums, British Army Major 
Gordon Rowan. This year’s music is said to have been the most challenging ever 
performed in the 69-year history by the massed bands. It proved a difficult task for the 
Pipe Major and our lead drummer, D/Cpl Dominique Castonguay, to achieve the level of 
play required, especially as this was done without the ability to practice as a unit prior to 
joining each other in Edinburgh. Success in preparation was proven however, upon 
arrival, when intensive 12-hour rehearsals took place over four days and evenings on 



 

 

the parade squares at the British Army’s Redford Barracks and on the esplanade at 
Edinburgh Castle. 

 

After our final rehearsal, the Tattoo’s inspirational visionary leader Brigadier David Allfrey 
happily announced to the entire cast of over one thousand performers, that we were 
ready for our run of 25 shows. Not lost on all of us was the intricate choreography and 
drill required of the finale “Kaleidoscope” number, which included the entire cast. The 
precision planning and direction of the maneuvers required were said to be the most 
difficult in Tattoo history.   
 

Brig Allfrey’s themed vision for this year’s Tattoo, was inspired by the myriad of colours 
resplendent in the uniforms of the entire cast. Inspired by the 1817 optical invention in 
Scotland of the Kaleidoscope reflecting brilliant 
colours in movement of multiple patterns, the 
finale was a huge success. Led by Coldstream 
Guards Drum Major Scott Fitzgerald, Scots 
Guards Band Sergeant Major Tony Furzey, and 
Welsh Guards Principle Director of Music Kevin 
Roberts, these guardsmen taught and delivered 
the intricacy of complex choreography and sound 
in brilliant fashion, and in only two days, which 
became the centerpiece of this year’s show. So 
difficult during rehearsals, many of us Drum 
Majors from all bands initially felt this plan 
impossible to deliver on. All of us had to “eat our 
hats” as the saying goes, when the final product was put on parade for the first show. 
“Bravo Zulu” to all for getting this done. The crowds certainly saw a kaleidoscope of 
colour, movement, and sound, now available across “You Tube” for all the world to see. 
 

We performed seven times per week, twice on Saturdays, with Sundays off for 
sightseeing, and were ready for transport to the castle nightly at 6 pm for tune-up, final 
adjustments and the show at 9 pm. Of note, while Scotland saw the most rain in 
recorded history throughout August, we were lucky only to be thoroughly soaked during 
the show on two occasions. The morale remained high as we performed because the 
audience remained, gave us standing ovations, and seemed undeterred by the soaking 
as much as we were. 
 



 

 

As one of the show highlights, the massed pipes and drums were busier than ever 
performing in five numbers over the entire show, starring in the opening and finale, as 
well as supporting the Tattoo’s highland dancers, New Zealand’s Lochiel dancers, and 
Shetland Fiddlers.  The massed pipes and drums included the RCMP, The Black Watch 
(Royal Highland Regiment of Canada), Royal Gurkha Rifles, British Army University 
Officer Training Corps, Royal Dragoon Guards, Royal Artillery, Tasmania Police, Christ 
Church New Zealand, Tattoo Piper’s Trail, and 3 Scots (Black Watch) Royal Regiment of 
Scotland.   
 

Housed at Edinburgh University’s Pollock Halls beside the picturesque Holyrood Park 
and Arthur’s Seat, band members had easy access to walk on the crags of the dormant 
volcano next door, or through the cobblestone ancient streets of this storied city. We 
were also given a personally guided tour of Edinburgh Castle by its newly appointed 
Governor, a very hospitable Major General Alastair Bruce, whose ancestry links him not 
only to the historic Scottish King “Robert the Bruce,” but also to two former Governors 
General of Canada, Lord Durham (1838-1839), and Lord Elgin (1847-1854). Canadians 
will recall these significant names from our early Canadian history lessons. Both were 
famous particularly for assisting in bringing responsible elected government to this 
country leading up to confederation. The Governor was a great host and a big fan of all 
things Canadian, including the RCMP. 
 

As one who has performed in multiple Tattoos and shows across the world, nothing has 
compared to the experience of performing in this world-famous Scottish Tattoo. All my 
fellow RCMP band members felt the same. To stand or march in this ancient castle 
venue, amidst fireworks, grand music, spectacular colours, driving rain, mist, flags and 
banners flying in the wind, and amidst throngs of 8,800 screaming patrons nightly, it was 
something I will never forget. Last out of the esplanade each night were the 250 some 
pipers and drummers from across the world, united in the Scottish highland tradition 
together, including Canada’s Mounties, as we marched out and down the Royal Mile 
playing “Scotland the Brave” and “The Black Bear.” Through all this the crowds stomped, 
clapped and joined the drummers hollering throughout as we marched back to the 
“barracks.” And on one special night, the entire massed band was even led by an RCMP 
Drum Major. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canadian Tattoo Contingent with Canadian High Commissioner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-Tattoo Warm-Ups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

To left, the very first brainstorming concept 
for the REMT 2019 Kaleidoscope Finale, as 
envisioned by Brigadier David Allfrey; artfully 
doodled on the back of an envelope. 
 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 

04 SEPTEMBER 2019 
BEECHWOOD MOUNTED PATROL 

RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
CEMETERY – BEECHWOOD 



 

 

14-17 SEPTEMBER 2019 
NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND GAMES & FESTIVAL 

LOON MOUNTAIN 
 
After just a one-year absence, the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers were again back to 
the New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival (Loon Mountain). A mini-band of the 
RCMP Pipes and Drums were first invited to the New Hampshire Highland Games (Loon 
Mountain) in 2010 to be the duty band for an International Drum Majors Contest at which 
approximately 100 Drum Majors world-wide participated in two days full of competition 
and demonstrations. As a result of the very positive impression made in 2010 (and as 
the Guest Duty Band in 2011), the RCMP Pipes and Drums were again invited back in 
2013 as the duty band for another running of the International Drum Majors Contest, and 
to perform at numerous functions at the Games and other related venues. 2017 saw the 
band and dancers back as the Duty Band for the Games & Festival. 
 

Back one more time as the Duty Band, the schedule for 2019 was very much the same 
as it was in 2017. Travel down was on the Thursday, with a short practice out in the back 
parking lot before departing for supper. Friday morning had a full 30-minute performance 
on the parade square, a mid-afternoon show in the Clan Village, and another full 
performance late afternoon back on the parade square. This year the band and dancers 
had Friday night off, and were able to enjoy a casual dinner at the Mountain Club. 
 

Saturday morning the band 
played for the Eastern United 
States Pipe Band Association 
Drum Major Contest then led the 
way for all the other pipe bands 
in the opening massed band. In 
mid-afternoon the band and 
dancers again performed a full 
30-minute show on the parade 
square. Given that the opening 
selection in the main medley for 
the show was the Jerry Holland 
fiddle tune “In Memory of Herbie MacLeod”, it was a great honour for the band and 
dancers to actually meet and have a chance to spend some time with Herbie MacLeod’s 
immediate family following the performance (pictured above). The final massed band to 
end the Games was the only other event on the schedule for the Saturday. 
 

Saturday night was also free, with half the band going to enjoy the Cape Breton Night at 
the Indian Head Resort, and with the other half heading back to the Games site to take 
in another stunning performance of the RCMP dancers in the main concert tent with the 
Red Hot Chilli Pipers, led by founder Kevin MacDonald. 
 

Our RCMP Dance Coordinator Kelsey Stewart led the dancers returning to the stage in a 
sold out RHCP show, packed to the rafters. With this being the second performance in 
two years with the world famous band, there was no need for an audition, and the dance 
team were simply asked what they wished to dance for. With no rehearsals they took the 
stage, and danced for a couple of numbers including “Everybody Dance Now” and then 
the finale, inspiring thunderous applause and screams from the crowd. RHCP band 
members were so impressed they followed up by attending the RCMP Pipe Band’s show 



 

 

on Sunday, and posted items relating to the connection on their Twitter page. Once 
again thanks to our old Drum Major, Kent Stewart, and his wife Leslie, who originally 
made the introduction between bands. Having the opportunity to perform once with the 
RHCP was like a dream, but having a second chance took the dance team to an entirely 
different level. What an amazingly talented and professional group of dancers 
representing the band, the RCMP and Canada. 
 

Sunday morning there was one more show for the band and dancers on the main 
parade square and once the performing was all done, there was a photo-op on the 
parade square with the various dignitaries associated with the Games & Festival. It had 
been another band weekend heavily packed with events, but at the same time also an 
extraordinary amount of fun. 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

21 SEPTEMBER 2019 
NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND GAMES & FESTIVAL 

LOON MOUNTAIN 

RED HOT CHILLI DANCERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

29 SEPTEMBER 2019 
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL 

PARLIAMENT HILL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DRUM MAJORS AND PIPE MAJORS 

 
On the 29th of September 2019, for the first time since the Canadian Police and Peace 
Officers Memorial Service on Parliament Hill was initiated in 1998, the bugler was from 
the RCMP; and that honour went to our own Charles Armstrong. It was a hugely 
significant day for the National Police Force, and a very special life achievement for 
Charles to be so honoured, joining fellow musician, double gold medalist Andrew Hayes, 
performing the solos for the ceremony. 



 

 

11 NOVEMBER 2019 
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

ORLEANS LEGION 
 

 
 
 



 

 

19 NOVEMBER 2019 
RCMP MEDALS PARADE 



 

 

26 NOVEMBER 2019 
“NATIONAL” DIVISION CHANGE OF COMMAND PARADE 

SALABERRY ARMOURY 
 

The “National” Division Change of Command Parade was held at the Manège Militaire 
Salaberry), an historic armoury in Gatineau that is home to the armoured Régiment de 
Hull. The parade recognized the change of command from the outgoing Commanding 
Officer, D/Commr Michael Duheme, to the incoming Commanding Officer, A/Commr 
Bernadine Chapman. RCMP Commissioner Brenda Lucki was the presiding officer for 
the ceremony. A native of PEI, A/Commr Chapman had most recently been the RCMP 
District Officer for southern Alberta. Since is formation in 2013, National Division has 
been contributing to protecting Canada’s political, economic and social integrity, with an 
international investigations team focusing on complex high-risk investigations into 
significant threats against Canada’s democracy. In Ottawa, National Division also 
enforces traffic on federal routes, protects certain properties, conducts patrols and liaises 
with partners to ensure the safety and security of those participating in protests and 
demonstrations. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

02 NOVEMBER 2019 
RCMP PIPE BAND REGIMENTAL DINING-IN 

ARMY OFFICERS’ MESS – OTTAWA 
 

2019 KEN THORTON AWARD – GRAHAM MUIR 
 

 

The criteria for the Ken Thornton Trophy is 
a person who best exemplifies being a team 
player through exceptional commitment, 
motivation, perseverance and cooperation, 
serving as a role model for others in the 
band. 
 

Graham Muir’s dedication to the “National” 
Division Pipes and Drums, and to the 
National Program of RCMP Community 
Bands of Pipes and Drums, has been 
exceptional and unstinting since the very 
first seeds of the Program. 

 

Despite now being retired from any management position at the band or national level, 
Graham’s assistance in Quartermaster procurement, inventory maintenance, and 
general assistance in the all QM matters for the Senior Drum Major had been absolutely 
critical over the previous year.  
 

In support of the Band Management Team and the Board of the Not-for-Profit Society, 
Graham took on the role of producer for the Dominion Chalmers show, and engaged 
members of the Force such as the Executive Director Public Affairs to help resource this 
event in 2019, critical to fundraising for future success.  
 

Graham’s assistance to Insp MacLeod in the continued planning, organization, and 
instruction on the annual Drum Major Course in Regina in June 2019 was hugely 
significant.   
 

At a national level, Graham’s work as 
Band Manager for the Edinburgh Tattoo 
was also extraordinarily helpful and 
allowed the band leadership to focus on 
the necessary details to deliver the world-
class performances expected of the band. 
He was especially effective at running 
interference for the band to address 
background issues so they never got to 
the band members themselves. 
 

So although retired from any formal 
management position, Graham continued 
to carry a load heavier than many on the management team, and delivered it all in an 
efficient and effective manner. His contributions to the band over the past year were 
exceptionally worthy of being recognized with the 2019 Ken Thornton Award. 



 

 

13 APRIL 2019 
ARMY BALL 

HILTON LAC LEAMY, GATINEAU PQ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (L-R) Isobel Vaisanen, Brianna Campbell, Kerry McDougall, Kelsey Stewart, Tina 
Gripton, Anna Gregory, Alyssa McCormick, Melanie Lemieux 

 
 



 

 

28 APRIL 2019 
CARLETON DOMINION CHALMERS CENTRE CONCERT 

PRESENTATION TO TERENCE McDONALD 
 

Before the intermission at the Dominion Chalmers concert 28 April, there was a very 
special honour given to a very special man, who had long been a huge advocate, and a 
strong friend, to the RCMP Pipes and Drums. Michel Pelletier, President of the Ottawa 
Division, RCMP Veterans’ Association, and Garth Hampson, RCMP Veteran, brought Mr 
Terrence McDonald forward to be made an Associate Member of the RCMP Veterans’ 
Association, Ottawa Division. 
 

The RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers first met Terence McDonald through his position 
as the Operations Manager for Dominion Chalmers (DC) United Church, a position he 
had held for two decades. Before taking on this role he had previously lived and worked 
in Alberta, Ontario and Quebec, where he was involved with the local RCMP 
detachments in community policing initiatives and had always been a committed 
supporter to the local police and RCMP in his communities.  In addition to his operations 
management role at DC, he was heavily involved in making meals for the homeless over 
the years in the kitchen of the church. He also offered the church “pro bono” several 
times per year for fundraising initiatives by not- for-profit charities in the city of Ottawa. 
 

In 2007, Ottawa Division RCMP Veterans Association member Garth Hampson 
introduced Terence to the RCMP Pipes & Drums in Ottawa. The purpose was to initiate 
a relationship between DC and the band in supplying a convenient central location and 
venue for the Pipe Band to perform in fundraising concerts for charity, thereby raising the 
profile of the RCMP in honourable community initiatives supporting various charities.  
Since then, the RCMP had performed six fundraising concerts at DC, not only raising 
money for the band, but raising approximately $15,000 for worthy causes in the city. 
Through all this Terence helped build relationships between the RCMP, the communities 
it serves, as well as the worthy charities mentioned such as Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Ottawa, May Court Hospice, Boys and Girls Club Ottawa, City Kidz (inner city faith-
based charity), Veterans House, and the RCMP National Memorial Cemetery at 
Beechwood. It was only appropriate that this presentation to Terence McDonald would 
be made at a concert of the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers, and with the RCMP 
Commissioner and Commanding Officer of “National” Division in attendance. 



 

 

24 MAY 2019  

INDUCTION 
GLENGARRY CELTIC MUSIC HALL OF FAME 

PIPE SERGEANT GILBERT YOUNG 
 

A huge congratulations went out to Pipe Sergeant Gilbert Young from the band and 
dancers after being inducted Friday 24 May 2019 into the very prestigious Glengarry 
Celtic Music Hall of Fame. Gilbert joined his father who had previously been inducted in 
2008 with the Glengarry Strathspey & Reel Society. 
 

As well as Gilbert's close connection to the Glengarry Highland Games, having first 
started as the Director for tattoo bands all the way back in 1998 and then as the overall 
Director of Bands in 2000, he played in area pipe bands for over sixty years, starting with 
the Harrington Kilmar Pipe Band, a Grade 3 band for which Gilbert was the Pipe Major 
1957 through 1959. 
 

Gilbert then went on to the Campbell Harrington band before moving to the Grade 1 
RCAF Rockcliffe pipe band under P/M Archie Cairns, with whom he came 5th in the 1969 
World Piping Quartet Championships in Glasgow, Scotland. He stayed with RCAF/Air 
Command for over forty years, from 1960 through 2001. 
 

Through much of that time Gilbert was also the Pipe Sergeant with the Ottawa Police 
Services Pipe Band (1983 to 2002) under Pipe Major Pat Hayes. Along side Drum Major 
Graham Muir, Pipe Major Pat Hayes and Drum Sergeant Bob Downey, Gilbert joined the 
initial cadre of the RCMP Pipes and Drums (National Capital Region) in 2000 as the first 
Pipe Sergeant – a position that he still holds in the band twenty years later. 
 

With a long and illustrious history in the local pipe band community, Gilbert Young was 
well worthy of recognition in Glengarry's Celtic Music Hall of Fame.  
 
[Below, Gilbert is pictured with Kahlil Cappuccino, another inductee into the 2019 class of 
the Hall of Fame. Kahlil, a North American Open Bass Champion, played bass drum for the 
Gr2 Glengarry band, Gr1 78

th
 Highlanders (Halifax Citadel), and Gr1 Spirit of Scotland.] 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

27-28 MAY 2019 
PITCH@PALACE 1.0 

ART GALLERY OF ONTARIO – TORONTO 
 

Pitch@Palace was founded by the Duke of York, HRH Prince Andrew, to provide a 
platform to amplify and accelerate the work of entrepreneurs. In particular, 
Pitch@Palace guides, helps and connects entrepreneurs and early-stage businesses 
with potential supporters, including CEO's, influencers, "angels", mentors and other 
business partners. 
 
The Ontario edition of the Pitch@Palace events took place in Toronto 27 and 28 May as 
coordinated by the Rideau Hall Foundation. 24 teams came from across Canada to 
"pitch" their ideas to the palace. Prince Andrew apparently has a fondness for the RCMP 
so it was decided that RCMP presence would be included at this two day event in the 
form of two RCMP buglers. Chosen to meet this prestigious commitment were Charles 
Armstrong from our “National” Division Pipe Band, and RCMP Cst Colin Steg from an 
“O” Division detachment in Toronto. 
 
For the 24 teams they each had just three minutes to pitch their proposals. In the UK and 
around the globe, Pitch@Palace uses buglers to "keep time" for each pitch.  If any of the 
entrepreneurs’ pitching exceeds their time allotment, then the buglers will play a call to 
signal “time over”. With the buglers keeping a fixed eye on the clock, the assembled 
crowd would start smiling as bugles were raised. Most times, just as the buglers would 
take breath to start, the speaker would finish. In the end, Charles and Colin did not have 
to play a call over anyone still presenting their piece, but during the afternoon they were 
asked to play for various reasons about five different times.  
 
Below is a photo of the Duke of York on stage with both Charles Armstrong and Cst 
Colin Steg. It was a huge honour for the Force to be represented at this event, and a 
huge honour to both Charles and Colin for being the selected participants. 
 



 

 

06 JUNE 2019 
OTTAWA CITIZEN VIDEO 

LAST POST – story by Bruce Deachman 
 

In late 2018, Ottawa Citizen reporter Bruce 
Deachman wrote a very powerful piece for the 
newspaper about the famous bugle call “Last Post”. 
As Deachan wrote in the article, “It makes this 
promise: We will not forget.” 
 

With Charles Armstrong as his primary source, the 
article continued. “It’s a very powerful tune,” says 
Armstrong, a retired accountant who has been a 
member of the RCMP band for eight years, as both 
piper and bugler, and has performed the Last Post 
scores of times at ceremonies in Canada, Holland, 
Hong Kong and the U.S. Additionally, in the mid to late 1960s, he was the Fort Henry 
Guard, in Kingston, where he played the Last Post hundreds of times. 
 

In 2019, the extremely popular airing of the video continued, with Charles doing an 
outstanding rendition of “Last Post”, standing at the memorial cross at the 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery – Beechwood. 



 

 

10-15 JUNE 2019 
RCMP DRUM MAJOR’S COURSE 

DEPOT DIVISION, REGINA 
 
From 10-15 June 2019, the “National” 
Division Drum Majors led a cadre of 
Drum Major instructors (previous 
graduates) in completing the 4th 
RCMP Drum Major’s Course at the 
RCMP Training Academy “Depot” in 
Regina. This was the first time the 
course had been run outside of 
Ottawa and the first achieved without 
partnership with the Canadian Armed 
Forces Ceremonial Guard. 
 

Instructors arrived several days in advance of the students for preparation, and all were 
housed within the Academy dormitories, where they mixed with new RCMP recruits 
undergoing their six months of initial cadet training prior to being posted across Canada. 
Our own candidates marched everywhere in formation or in pairs, and lived, ate, and 
breathed the “cadet” life at Depot, adhering to all traditions, protocols and procedures. 
 

Eleven Drum Major candidates arrived from across Canada for the one week course, 
eager to immerse themselves fully into the intensive curriculum. Represented bands 
included three from the RCMP (“F”, “D”, and “J” Divisions), Edmonton Fire Service, the 
Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians) Regiment, Corrections Canada, the Quigley 
Highlanders, and the 49th Field Artillery Regiment. The curriculum included an 
introduction to all aspects of drum majoring and leadership within pipe bands, from mace 
drill, standards of dress, and deportment, to general music theory introduction.  
 

The course is not for the faint of heart, with ten hour days not being uncommon, both 
within the classroom or on the main parade square. Students can march up to one 
hundred plus kilometres in the six days on the parade square throughout the Academy 
grounds. They even attended a Mess Dinner with all the traditions observed on the final 
night of the course in the RCMP Officer’s Mess, hosted by the CO of “Depot” Division. 
Certainly one of the highlights of this 4th course had to be the historic physical location 
of the course itself, which added immensely to the overall success, in graduating newly 
qualified (and “coined”) Drum Majors to all parts of the country. 
 
 



 

 

23 JUNE 2019 
CFSRS SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 

GLOUCESTER CAIRN – HMCS GLOUCESTER 
 

On the 23rd of June, the Canadian Forces Supplementary Radio (SUPRAD) System 
Oldtimers’ Association Annual Reunion Service of Remembrance was held at the HMCS 
Gloucester Cairn. The HMCS Gloucester Cairn is located on the site of the old HMCS 
Gloucester, now the Greely Legion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

26 JUNE 2019 
RCMP TROOP 6 – 50TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY – BEECHWOOD 
 
A Troop 6 (1969-70) memorial service was held at the RCMP National Memorial 
Cemetery at Beechwood on Wednesday the 26th of June 2019. This was part of a 
weekend of activities marking their 50th anniversary troop reunion being held in Ottawa.  
The ceremony at Beechwood was of the standard format put on by the Vet's Association 
with a wreath laying for the deceased members of Troop 6. Of consequence to the 
“National” Division Pipes and Drums, a member of Troop 6 was Terry Goral, father to 
RCMP piper Matt Goral, who played for the evening dinner at the Mess of the Canadian 
Police College. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRINCE HARRY MAKING ROYAL BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
WITH PSH GEORGE (RCMP gift to Her Majesty) LOOKING ON 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

03-08 SEPTEMBER 2019 
BELFAST INTERNATIONAL TATTOO – NORTHERN IRELAND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the RCMP participation in the Belfast International Tattoo in 2018, the RCMP 
dancers were invited back to Northern Ireland from 03-08 September 2019 to perform as 
the official tattoo highland dance troupe. Led by Aileen Davis ("H" Division), thirty adult 
dancers from across Canada, including eleven “National” Division members, came 
together for the Tattoo as the “Stag and Thistle” Highland Dancers. Dancers from “H” 
Division (Halifax), “C” Division (Montréal), and “K” Division (Edmonton) also participated. 
The troupe performed two scenes to East Coast favourites including "Lukey's Boat" and 
"The Parting Glass". In addition to performing in the three shows, many dancers were 
also able to extend the trip to enjoy the incredible sights of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

02 NOVEMBER 2019 
AFGHANISTAN MEMORIAL UNVEILING 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 632 – ORLEANS 
 [ The Orléans Star ] 

 
Like war memorials across Canada, the Orléans Cenotaph 
on Taylor Creek Drive honours the men and women who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in serving their country during 
wartime and in peacekeeping efforts around the globe. 
The monument has born the names of the First World 
War, the Second World War, the Korean War, and both 
UN and NATO missions. Conspicuous by its absence was 
the Afghanistan War during which 158 Canadian soldiers 
and three civilians were killed between 2001 and 2014. 
 

That omission was rectified on the 2nd of November with 
the unveiling of the freshly engraved words "Afghanistan 
2001-2014". The unveiling was attended by more than 20 

veterans of the War in Afghanistan including Lt-Gen (Ret'd) Andrew Leslie and RCMP 
Assistant Commissioner (Ret'd) Graham Muir who were given the honour of unveiling 
the Battle Honour which was covered by a small Canadian flag that had flown over the 
Cenotaph at the Canadian base in Kandahar. 
 

A blessing was given by Major Allan Murphy who served as chaplain in Afghanistan 
followed by the playing of the Last Post and the Lament by RCMP piper, and 
Afghanistan veteran, Maj-Gen (Ret’d) Mike Ward. A single wreath was laid on behalf of 
Afghanistan War veterans by Sgt. (Ret'd) Alannah Gilmore who served in Afghanistan as 
a front line medic. Also among the Afghanistan War veterans on parade was Orléans 
Ward councillor Matt Luloff who did a tour of duty in 2008 as a member of the Princess 
Patricia's Light Infantry 2nd Battalion. 
 

"This is a huge step in recognizing Afghanistan 
veterans. It means a lot to me and I know it means a 
lot to my colleagues as well," said Luloff. The 
ceremony was especially poignant for Luloff, who lost 
a close friend to enemy fire during their tour. Cpl. 
Andrew Grenon was killed on Sept. 3, 2008 along 
with Cpl. Mike Seggie and Pte. Chad Horn when a 
rocket launched by Taliban insurgents struck their 
armoured vehicle in southern Afghanistan. The 23-
year-old Grenon was on his second tour of duty. 
 

Four days after Grenon was killed, Luloff's unit was 
traveling in a convoy to the main Canadian base in 
Kandahar City when the vehicle immediately in front 
of him was struck by an IED instantly killing Sgt. 
Prescott Shipway, a vehicle that on any other day, 
Luloff would have been driving himself. Luloff began 
suffering from the effects of Past Traumatic Stress 
Disorder and was giving his medical release in March 
2009. 



 

 

LOOKING SO GOOD!!! 2019 Walk to End Brain Cancer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Loon Mountain 2019 

JACK YOURT CELEBRATING 
HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY WITH FAMILY. 


