RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS (NATIONAL DIVISION)
2017

Dominion Chalmers, Loon Mountain and Mexico. As with 2016, the year
would be marked by a major spring concert at Dominion Chalmers United, and in
the fall it was back to the United States, this time for another visit to the New
Hampshire Highland Games & Festival at Loon Mountain. To finish off the year, a
small group from the band, including a contingent of our dancers, joined a
composite RCMP band in Mérida, Mexico for the International Festival of Mayan
Culture. It also turned out to be a very busy year for band soloists, as they
participated in 98 events over the year.
Dark Times for the Band. Just ten days apart in late May and early June 2017,
the band family tragically lost P/Sgt Gilbert Young’s wife Evelyn and P/M Graeme
Ogilvie’s wife Debbie. Both had endured long battles with cancer. It was an
exceptionally difficult time, made bearable by the huge outpouring of support
from all the band members and dancers, and their families.
Change of Pipe Major in December. Douglas MacLeod accepted the invitation
to assume the responsibilities of Pipe Major late in 2016 because there was a
critical gap in band leadership due to the illnesses of Debbie Ogilvie and Evelyn
Young. At that time he offered that if circumstances were to change, and Graeme
and Gilbert were to return, he would be happy to step aside and allow
the Leadership Team to carry on as before. Since both Gilbert and Graeme were
able to return to the band in the fall of 2017, Douglas assessed the situation and
advised the Board 25 November that he felt it would be in the band's best interest
to make good on that offer to step aside. That offer was accepted and he was
thanked sincerely for his generous efforts to support the band in a time of need.
The Board and Succession Planning Committee held a meeting to consider
options and, following discussion, a recommendation was made to the
Commanding Officer of “National” Division to invite Graeme Ogilvie to assume
the appointment. The Commanding Officer approved the recommendation. The
re-appointment of Graeme Ogilvie as Pipe Major was announced to the band 03
December and took effect at the next practice, 05 December 2017.
Highland Dancers. 2017 saw the Dance Team focus on building physical
stamina and setting new standards for choreography. The pursuit of a National
Costume for composite bands continued. The Dance Team were to be on a high
for long after 2017 with all the rave reviews following their performance with the
Red Hot Chilli Pipers at Loon Mountain in September.

Band Roster. The band again stayed very stable with minimal change to the
roster in 2017. Of significance, though, was the full time return of Brad Hampson
to the band in January, taking positions as Drum Major, piper and “Choir Major”.
The continued steady growth in the size of the band became very visible at the
Perley-Rideau and Dominion Chalmers concerts as the band was able to put 39
members and 37 members, respectively, on the performance floors.
RCMP Pipe Band – Ottawa (NFP). The Not-for-Profit society saw a major
change in leadership in 2017 with Graham Muir stepping down and Mike Ward
taking over the reigns as the Chair of the Board. Brad Hampson was added as a
new Director, and the rest of the Board remained as it was.
Performance highlights 2017:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Perley-Rideau Concert
Dominion Chalmers Concert – A Capital Celtic Classic
Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto
New Hampshire Highland Games – Loon Mountain, NH
Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill
International Festival of Mayan Culture – Mérida, Mexico
Grey Cup Festival – Lansdowne Park

Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and funerals,
retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions. The tempo for solo
events increased to its highest ever in 2017 with a total of 98 different events taking
place over the course of the year. Solo highlights of 2017 were: Funeral for Major Jack
Gauthier (OPS Pipe Band), Jack Yourt; Canada 150 Ceremony Canadian Senate, P/M
Graeme Ogilvie; Perley-Rideau 20th Anniversary, Jack Yourt; Guests of CA & US
Corporations at US Embassy, P/M Douglas MacLeod; NATO Advisory Committee
Dinner – Army Officers Mess, John Virag; National Junior Girls Golf Championship
Camelot GC, Allan Walker; Retirement Hon Justice Tim Ray, Graham Muir; Canadian
Senate Page Swearing In, P/M Graeme Ogilvie.

BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2017
Drum Majors: Brad Hampson, Rod Macleod, Graham Muir, Ron Rose
Pipers: George Andras, Charles Armstrong, Michael Bell, Neil Bell, Dave
Campbell, Casey Cerson, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Sandy Creber, Bill Fairlie, Matt
Goral, Brad Hampson, Grant Lynds, P/M Douglas MacLeod, Albert Mannard,
Steve McDermid, Mike Motyl, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Bev Perron,
Jenny Putinski, Mark Straby, Iain Tait, John Virag, Allan Walker, Mike Ward,
P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt.
Drummers: D/Cpl Dominique Castonguay (side), Brian Creber (bass), Lisa
Ducharme (side), Charles Dumaresq (side), Natasha Durant (side), Heather
Fairbairn (side), Chris Ford (side), Daryl Fowlie (side), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side),
Yves Labbé (tenor), Jeff Leblanc (side), D/Sgt Darryl Lim (tenor), Andy Main
(side), Daniel Mandin (tenor), Gary McDermott (bass), Iain Ogilvie (side), Sylvie
Perron (side), Louise Quinn (tenor), Giorgio Zanetti (tenor).

2017 Band Events
(number of band members participating in brackets)

01 Jan 2017
25 Feb 2017
14 Mar 2017
17 Mar 2017
18 Mar 2017
30 Apr 2017
07 May 2017
09 May 2017
09 May 2017
12 May 2017
13 May 2017
18 May 2017
19 May 2017
20 May 2017
03 Jun 2017
04 Jun 2017
09 Jun 2017
10 Jun 2017
12 Jun 2017
17 Jun 2017
24 Jun 2017
24 Jun 2017
24 Jun 2017
01 Jul 2017
04 Aug 2017
12 Aug 2017
19 Aug 2017
26 Aug 2017
07 Sep 2017
14-17 Sep 2017
23 Sep 2017
24 Sep 2017
05 Oct 2017
17-23 Oct 2017
04 Nov 2017
11 Nov 2017
15 Nov 2017
20 Nov 2017
25 Nov 2017
29 Dec 2017

RCMP New Years Levee (13) –with dancers
RCMP Musical Ride Open House (10) – with dancers
Perley-Rideau Concert (39) – with dancers
St Patrick’s Day at the RCMP Mess (18) – with dancers
RCMP Funeral, Cst Richer – Montréal (10)
Dominion Chalmers Concert (37) – with dancers
Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (25)
Canada 150 – Rockland High School (9)
RCMP Vets Awards Night (9)
Tulip Festival (11)
RCMP Long Service Awards (3)
RCMP Awards Ceremony (3)
Kiwanis Convention – Canadian Museum of History (9)
Drum Majors Course (19)
Canada 150 – Ward 9 – Old Time Nepean Fun Fest (12)
Muscular Dystrophy Walk (8)
Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (10)
ALS Walk – War Museum (14)
Funeral, Debbie Ogilvie – Beechwood (23)
Canada 150 – Navan (11)
Canada 150 – Ward 9 – St Monica Parish (11)
CHEO Teddy Bear Picnic – Rideau Hall (12) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (16) – with dancers
Canada Day – Walter Baker Park, Kanata (30) – with dancers
Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (23)
Navan Fair Parade (22)
Canada 150 – Inspiration Village (9)
North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (20)
Retirement – RCMP Sgt Greg Fedor, NHQ (4)
New Hampshire Highland Games, Loon Mountain (24) – with dancers
RCMP Torch Run – Memorial Flame (20)
Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (27)
RCMP Long Service Awards (4)
International Festival of Mayan Culture – Mérida, Mexico (3)
– with dancers
Parliamentary Centre – Trilateral Commission (12)
Remembrance Day Service – Orleans Legion (19)
Real Property Institute National Workshop – Museum of History (6)
National Restorative Justice Symposium - Westin (11)
Grey Cup Festival – Lansdowne Park (9) – with dancers
Canada 150 – Hunt Club-Riverside Community Centre (10)

01 JANUARY 2017
RCMP NEW YEARS LEVEE
RCMP HEADQUARTERS GENERAL MESS (LEIKIN)

14 MARCH 2017
PERLEY-RIDEAU CONCERT
.

08 APRIL 2017
VIMY VIGIL
To mark the moment that four Divisions of the Canadian Corps, 30,000 strong,
went “over the top” to begin the assault on Vimy Ridge, at 2330 hrs Saturday 08
April 2017 a small cadre of the RCMP Pipes and Drums played at the National
War Memorial in Ottawa. With 10,000 wounded, and 3,600 killed, the Ridge was
taken and it was an accomplishment widely held to signify the coming of age of
Canada as a nation. Participating on this occasion were (L-R) P/Sgt Donald
Corbett, Steve McDermid, Mike Motyl, Charles Armstrong, Graham Muir, and
Mike Ward. The small program included Amazing Grace, Last Post, the Lament,
Reveille and the Maple Leaf Forever.

30 APRIL 2017
DOMINION CHALMERS UNITED
A CAPITAL CELTIC CONCERT
The RCMP Pipes and Drums of “National”
Division marked their 6th appearance at the
magnificent downtown Dominion Chalmers
United Church with the “best ever” concert on
Sunday the 30th of April. The focus for the
“Capital Celtic” concert was to celebrate the 150th
anniversary of Canada with all of the rich Celtic
cultures that have each played such a large part
in establishing the splendid city of Ottawa, and
for the part these diverse cultures continue to
play in our community. Proceeds from this
concert went in part to Veterans House, a local
charitable project that specifically supports the
needs of the rising number of homeless veterans
who experience a difficult time in transition in the Ottawa region.
MC’d again by retired RCMP member, and great friend of the band, Suzanne
Sarault, the special guests joining the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers for this
2017 Dominion Chalmers concert were the Capital City Chorus, the Central Band
of the Canadian Armed Forces, the MacLeod Fiddlers of Glengarry County, the
Celtic Band Shabraque, and the Loch Murray Dancers.

30 APRIL 2017
PIPE MAJOR EMERITUS
As recommended by Jack Yourt at the 2016 Annual General Meeting, the Board of the
“RCMP Pipe Band, Ottawa” society, in consultation with the Band Management Team,
agreed that an appropriate way to honour Graeme Ogilvie for his 15 years of dedicated
service as Pipe Major was to bestow on him the appointment of Pipe Major Emeritus.
Following the Capital Celtic Concert at Dominion Chalmers, the band and dancers
gathered at the Army Officers Mess for a post-concert celebration, and an appropriate
occasion for the formal presentation. Credit to Jack, the case for conferring emeritus
status on Graeme was a “no brainer”. Graeme’s accomplishments as Pipe Major alone
would have easily passed the threshold test. But above and beyond that he was, and
continues to be, the resident statistician, archivist, convener and all-round head honcho!
The following definition applies, as though it were written with Graeme in mind:
"Emeritus status is an honour conferred by an institution to show respect for
distinguished service. It declares “even though you are no longer an official part of us,
you have shown such merit that we claim you as a continuing part of our enterprise”; we
gather glory from your reflected glory.”

19 MAY 2017
KIWANIS CONVENTION OPENING
CANADIAN MUSEUM OF HISTORY

20 MAY 2017
CANADIAN ARMED FORCES – ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
DRUM MAJOR COURSE 3
CARLETON UNIVERSITY
The CAF/RCMP Drum Major's Course (#3) was held at Carleton University 15-20
May 2017. The course was similar to past courses, including many hours of drill
daily on the parade square in the uniform of the candidate's band with an
appropriate mace. There was pre-course study and preparation requirements
(massed band tune familiarity). The course was intensive and required night work
with the emphasis on teamwork and leadership all around. The final course
assessment involved leading a combined RCMP/Ottawa Police pipe band
through a pre-determined course demonstrating all skills learned to a satisfactory
conclusion. The Course Lead Instructor was again RCMP Sgt Rod Macleod.

10 JUNE 2017
ALS WALK
CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM

17 JUNE 2017
CANADA 150 CELEBRATIONS
NAVAN ON

24 JUNE 2017
CANADA 150 CELEBRATIONS
WARD 9 – GLENS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
STRAWBERRY SOCIAL

24 JUNE 2017
CHEO TEDDY BEAR PICNIC
RIDEAU HALL

01 JULY 2017
CANADA DAY
WALTER BAKER PARK – KANATA

14-17 SEPTEMBER 2017
NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND GAMES & FESTIVAL
LOON MOUNTAIN
After a four year absence, the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers were again
back to the New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival (Loon Mountain). A miniband of the RCMP Pipes and Drums were first invited to the New Hampshire
Highland Games (Loon Mountain) in 2010 to be the duty band for an International
Drum Majors Contest at which approximately 100 Drum Majors world-wide
participated in two days full of competition and demonstrations. As a result of the
very positive impression made in 2010 (and as the Guest Duty Band in 2011), the
RCMP Pipes and Drums were again invited back in 2013 as the duty band for
another running of the International Drum Majors Contest, and to perform at
numerous functions at the Games and other related venues. 2017 saw the band
and dancers back as the Duty Band for the Games & Festival.
The schedule was very much the same as it was in 2013. Travel down was on
the Thursday. Friday saw a late morning performance on the parade square, a
mid-afternoon show in the Clan Village, a late-afternoon performance back on the
parade square and then a short demonstration that night for the Tartan Dinner at
the Mountain Club. Saturday morning the band played for the Eastern United
States Pipe Band Association Drum Major Contest, then led the way for all the
other pipe bands in the opening massed band. The only afternoon show was one
again in the Clan Village. The final massed band to end the Games was the only
other thing on the band’s schedule for the Saturday. Sunday morning there was
one more show for the band on the main parade square and once the performing
was all done, there was a photo op on the parade square with the various
dignitaries associated with the Games & Festival. Another band weekend heavily
packed with events but at the same time also an extraordinary amount of fun.

16 SEPTEMBER 2017

NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND GAMES & FESTIVAL
LOON MOUNTAIN

RED HOT CHILLI DANCERS

Without a doubt, the highlight of the 2017 Loon Mountain weekend was Saturday 16
September and the RCMP Highland Dancers performing on stage at the main Concert
Tent with the world famous Red Hot Chilli Pipers.
Many of the dancers had decided to go to the Red Hot Chilli Pipers concert Saturday
evening to make some great memories with their fellow band-mates (primarily
drummers, though, as the majority of pipers were going to the Cape Breton Ceilidh), and
most had purchased their tickets in advance. When the dancers arrived at the Games
and waited in line to receive their passes, their “fairy godmother” Leslie Stewart (her
husband Kent had previously been a drum major with the band) spoke to Brad about
getting more tickets for those without so they could all go together.
After RCMP performances in the morning on the parade square and in the clan area,
and with a few spare minutes in the afternoon, the dancers decided to go to the tent
where the Chilli Pipers were doing a matinee performance to join the crowd in singing
and dancing. In natural dancer fashion, they immediately went straight into some reels,
propel pivot turns and busted out some setting steps that fit nicely to the music!! Well,
the dancers caught the eyes of the Chilli Pipers. So “fairy godmother” Leslie again
worked her magic, spoke with Kevin MacDonald (one of the group’s original pipers) who
offered the dancers the opportunity to dance on stage with them for their next set!!
So, in about twenty minutes the dancers choreographed and amalgamated one of their
existing dances to fit with the piece of music chosen. Turns out they nailed it, and the
dancers were not only invited back on stage for the second half of the matinee, but were
also invited to perform in the big evening concert. Woohoo!! The dancers performed to
awesome acclaim that night, first to “Wake Me Up”, and were then invited back on stage
to perform an impromptu dance to “Eye of the Tiger”. As a bonus, they received free
access to the concert and scored some Chilli Piper swag as a thank you for being their
“RMCP” Red Hot Chilli Dancers!! It does not get any better than that!! What a
phenomenal afternoon and incredibly awesome night.

23 SEPTEMBER 2017
LIGHTING OF THE RCMP MEMORIAL FLAME
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY - BEECHWOOD
[Michel Pelletier]
The RCMP National Memorial Cemetery has developed a very
special and unique addition to mark the sacred ground that
holds fallen RCMP officers. On the 23rd of September 2017, in
celebration of Canada’s 150th anniversary and as part of the
Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial Service
weekend, the RCMP Veterans Association Ottawa Division
participated in the lighting of a commemorative torch at
Parliament Hill. Given life from the Centennial Flame, this
commemorative torch was then transported across Ottawa by
walk, run relay and a march to the RCMP National Memorial
Cemetery located at Beechwood, Canada’s National Cemetery.
The commemorative torch was developed to represent the
legacy of the RCMP and therefore included the four historical
crests of the North-West Mounted Police, Royal Northwest
Mounted Police, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and Royal
Canadian Mounted Police Veterans. Additionally, each of the
RCMP Division’s Ensigns were engraved on the torch in order
to represent Canada from Sea, to Sea, to Sea.
Once the torch arrived at Beechwood, RCMP members,
veterans, their families and friends gathered to witness the
passing of the Centennial Flame to the new Memorial Flame
atop a granite pillar. This flame will serve as a constant reminder of profound respect for
those who have passed before us; those who have made the ultimate sacrifice
supporting the RCMP legacy and who participated in the unfolding of Canada’s history.
Along side the pillar with the Memorial Flame are two additional granite pillars, each with
their own unique symbolism. One pillar depicts a globe, representing the RCMP as an
international police service, with involvement in peacekeeping, international policing
missions and international Liaison Officers worldwide. The other pillar, “Scales of
Justice”, is representative of our “raison
d’etre” or “our reason for being”. The
central feature will be the Memorial Flame
which has the RCMP Veterans crest
engraved on the front and will be lit during
RCMP funerals.
The intention is to have the ceremonial
torch kept in the Hall of Colours at
Beechwood Cemetery and to have it be
an integral part of future RCMP burial
services. The RCMP Musical Ride farrier
built a stand from old horseshoes to hold
the torch.

The “National” Division Pipes and Drums, joined by members of the National
Executive Council (NEC), who were in Ottawa for the annual NEC meeting, and
additional members from “H” Division (Halifax) and “J” Division (Moncton),
paraded for this historic occasion at both Parliament Hill at 0830 hrs on the 23rd
of September and at the RCMP National Memorial Cemetery at Beechwood at
1040 hrs for the formal consecration ceremony.

24 SEPTEMBER 2017
40th CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL
PARLIAMENT HILL
Supported by members of the RCMP National Executive Council of Community Pipes
and Drums, “National” Division, “C” Division (Montréal), “J” Division (Moncton) and “H”
Division (Halifax), the composite RCMP Pipes and Drums paraded with 57 members for
the 40th annual Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial on Parliament Hill.

24 SEPTEMBER 2017
NEW “NATIONAL” DIVISION COMMANDING OFFICER BANNER
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER MICHAEL DUHEME

17-23 OCTOBER 2017
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF
MAYAN CULTURE
MÉRIDA, MEXICO

A small composite band of the RCMP Pipes, Drums, and Dancers was invited to
participate in the 2017 International Festival of Mayan Culture (FICMAYA) from 17-22
October to represent Canada, designated as being the country of honour for this year’s
festival. The event is an 18-day festival held in Mérida, the vibrant capital of the Mexican
state of Yucatán, and it includes musical and cultural performances, artisans and
academic conferences.
The band consisted of one drum major, six pipers, two sides, two tenors, one bass, and
five highland dancers representing “H” Division (Halifax), “J” Division (Moncton), “D”
Division (Winnipeg), “F” Division (Regina), “C” Division (Montréal), “E” Division
(Vancouver), and “National” Division, and was under the direction of P/M Craig Wight (J),
Chair of the National Executive Council, D/M Angela Corscadden (H), and P/Sgt Wayne
Moug (H). The Dance Lead was Kelsey Campbell (Nat’l).
There were three changes of hotels leading up to the group’s arrival in Mérida and in the
end accommodations were provided at the centrally located boutique Hotel Piedra de
Agua in the historic district of Mérida, close to the Cathedral. The hotel is an historic
property, converted from a private three-story residence built in the early 1800’s. All the
fabulous meals for the visit were served by Piedra de Agua in the hotel’s courtyard with
an interesting variety of local dishes and drinks provided, changed on a daily basis.
The Composite RCMP Pipes, Drums, and Dancers supported the FICMAYA by
participating in the opening press conference and media scrum, performing at the
opening ceremony and then leading the street parade of performers through Mérida’s
historic district to the Main Square. Over the next few days the band and dancers also

performed a number of concerts at venues around the city, including at the Gran Museo
del Mundo Maya de Mérida, the Universidades, the Centro Historico de Mérida-Plaza
Grande, the Centro Historico de Mérida-Plaza Grande, and Remate Paseo Montejo A
conservative estimate of the group’s total audience for the week would have been in the
tens of thousands.
The RCMP band was well received and very much appreciated by both the public and
the festival organizers. The music was chosen from the RCMP national tune list but a
special addition was a ‘”Mexican Set”, a brief compilation of easily recognizable and
popular Mexican tunes adapted to the bagpipes in order to reflect our interest and
engagement with the host country and culture. This set proved to be a crowd pleaser,
and the crowd was even recorded singing along with the bagpipes at one performance.
Every performance received extensive media attention and the band was featured daily
in the four local newspapers with significant photo coverage and interviews. The band
and dancers proved to be very popular and were definitely the most photographed group
of the Festival. After every performance the band and dancers remained on site to
mingle with the crowd and were photographed extensively with the public, often
encountering line ups for photos that continued for an hour after the performance.
A different culture led to different understandings of communication and organization,
with the RCMP band left to routinely make decisions on the fly. One example, the band
was leading the street parade to open the Festival, however the local police hadn’t
closed down regular vehicle traffic. The band started marching around the Main Square
and then had to stop for oncoming cars. The band quickly formed a circle and conducted
an impromptu concert with the dancers in the middle of the street while the Festival
personnel deliberated with police to decide on a best way forward.
The group was fortunate to have one day (Saturday) with only an evening performance
scheduled and this was used as an opportunity to see some aspects of Mexico. As
coordinated by D/M Corscadden, the tour package included a bus trip to explore the
Mayan ruins at Uxmal (a national heritage site about an hour and a half from Mérida), a
drive into the jungle to swim in a cenote (underground water cavern), and a visit to
Hacienda Ochil for a late lunch and walk around the estate grounds before driving back
to the city for the evening performance.
Twice during the visit the
RCMP team met with the
Canadian
Ambassador
to
Mexico and he expressed his
very sincere appreciation of
the group’s performances and
his pride regarding our positive
interactions with the Festival
and people of Mérida. The
overall success of this talented
group was outstanding and
presented a very positive
image of Canada, the RCMP
bands and dancers, and the
RCMP itself.

11 NOVEMBER 2017
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
ORLEANS LEGION

25 NOVEMBER 2017
105 GREY CUP SATURDAY NIGHT FESTIVITIES
FESTIVAL SQUARE – LANSDOWNE PARK
th

The Grey Cup Festival 2017 was held on the grounds of TD Place in Lansdowne
Park. The RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers were invited to participate as a
major act on the Saturday night stage (outside in November). HOWEVER… the
stage dictated a little bit smaller group than would have be representative of what
the band and dancers had to offer. In the end, participation was restricted to ten
band members and three dancers. As P/Sgt Donald Corbett noted after the
event, “Now we know how many angels can dance on the head of a pin.”

18 NOVEMBER 2017
RCMP PIPE BAND REGIMENTAL DINING-IN
ARMY OFFICERS’ MESS – OTTAWA
2017 KEN THORTON AWARD – CHARLES DUMARESQ

The band is all about making magic. While on the road, the band and dancers
have always relished time together and making memories, and Charles
Dumaresq has always been one helping to “make magic” as he chronicled our
accomplishments with still photos and video - often accompanied and abetted by
his wife Lisa. His lasting legacy is found in the remarkable imagery that tells the
story of the pipes, drums and dancers at practice, at work and at rest. So many
highlights and signature performances come to mind including: the Dominion
Chalmers concert series; RCMP Sunset Ceremonies; and photo collages
prepared and tailored for our Annual General Meetings (AGMs) and Regimental
Dining-In Nights, including formal portraits on request. He is especially
remembered for the amazing photography that found its way into “Ten Days in
May”: a 100 page, hard cover, coffee table book
recalling the band’s epic trip to Holland in 2015,
marking the 70th anniversary of its Liberation during
WWII. He has given countless hundreds of hours of
his own time and talent, above and beyond time
spent in practice and performance as a side drummer
with the band. And even on holidays, he can be found
making time for the band. While travelling in Scotland
with Lisa in 2019, Charles made arrangements to
receive advance accreditation (including security
vetting) from the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo
(REMT) so that he could capture the band over the
course of one day’s rehearsal and performance. He
was a most worthy recipient of the Thornton Award!!

CHARLES AND LISA
NOT OFTEN THEY’RE ON
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE CAMERA

18 NOVEMBER 2017
RCMP PIPE BAND REGIMENTAL DINING-IN
THANK YOU PRESENTATION
ROD MACLEOD, DEPARTING DRUM MAJOR

Rod Macleod was presented with a
small token of appreciation from the
band and dancers for his leadership and
service in the form of a “bottle box”
within which was nested a fine malt
whisky. We were saddened to lose Rod
as our Senior Drum Major, but work and
family priorities needed to come first. As
it turned out - much to the benefit of the
band - Rod was commissioned to the
rank of Inspector not long after this
presentation, taking on the special role
of Officer in Charge (OIC) of National
Division’s Emergency Response Team,
along with other tactical programs
including Public Order Troops and Hostage Negotiation. At or about the same time, our
incumbent Band Officer, A/Commr retired Dale Sheehan, advised that he needed to step
down, thus creating the opportunity for Rod to step up and re-engage as our newlyminted Band Officer.

22 APRIL 2017
ARMY BALL
HILTON LAC LEAMY, GATINEAU PQ

Front Row (L-R) Megan MacDonald, Alison Elliott, Anna Gregory
Back Row (L-R) Kelsey Campbell, Christina Lawrie, Melanie Lemieux, Isabella Maestri,
Brianna Campbell

10 DECEMBER 2017
BAND CHRISTMAS PARTY

07 MAY 2017
ONTARIO POLICE MEMORIAL – TORONTO

24 JUNE 2017
SUNSET CEREMONIES
RAIN, RAIN, RAIN!!! ONE NIGHT ONLY FOR SUNSETS 2017!!

30 SEPTEMBER 2017
ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE – KINGSTON
Attending his 40th RMC class reunion, P/M (Emeritus) Graeme Ogilvie thought it would
be like old times participating with the cadet pipe band in the ex-Cadet parade on
Sunday 01 October. What he did not know was that he had actually committed to
accompany the pipe band, not on the informal Sunday ex-Cadet parade to the Memorial
Arch, but on the very formal “Badging” parade on the Saturday morning of 30
September; two and a half hours on the parade square with the full wing of 1,150 cadets
more then 40 years his junior. Joining him on the RMC parade square for this occasion
was former “C” Division piper, RMC Padre LCdr Catherine MacKinnon.

30 SEPTEM

BER 2017

12 JUNE 2017
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY – BEECHWOOD
On the 12th of June 2017, the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers made their full
presence felt for the funeral of Debbie Ogilvie, which followed a three-year battle with
cancer. A since appreciation was
owed to P/Sgt Gilbert Young,
P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Graham
Muir, Jack Yourt, Charles
Armstrong, Garth and Brad
Hampson, Ashley MacLeod, and
the RCMP Highland Dancers
who all took part in the services
of remembrance. An Honour
Guard was provided by both the
RCMP pipe band and the RCMP
Veterans Association. Following
so quickly on the unfortunate
passing of Evelyn Young, it was
a difficult time for the band.

04-05 AUGUST 2017
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES – 70TH ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM
MAXVILLE ON

OTTAWA, ON – 15 MARCH 2017
“RCMP REGIMENTAL MARCH PAST” TURNS 65
Tune Name: RCMP Regimental March
Composer: Charles O’Neill (1882-1964)
On 01 February 1952, the Commissioner of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
approved the new "Royal Canadian Mounted Police March Past" in time for it to
be played for the very first time at the Garrison Ball on 19 February 1952.
Regiments and Branches of the Canadian Armed Forces, following the British
tradition, have their own individual "March Pasts" - music that is played when the
regiment marches past in review on formal parades.
The March Past is a key component of Regimental identity and esprit du corps.
Yet, although the North West Mounted Police was founded in 1873 along British
cavalry lines, the RCMP did not have a Regimental March Past of its own.
On 31 January 1951, the Director of Music, Sub-Inspector Edwin Joseph "Ted"
Lydall, Reg. No. 13077, wrote to the Commanding Officer of "A" Division, stating
that in his search for a suitable regimental march he had asked Professor
Charles O'Neill of the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto, Ontario, to write
an original march for the RCMP Band.
Sub-Inspector Lydall had stipulated that the "Regimental Call" of the Force be
incorporated into the composition and indeed the introduction and first theme of
Dr. O'Neills' resulting composition were based on this Call.
Sub-Inspector Lydall noted he had written to other noted composers and had
received two other possible marches, one by American composer Eric Leidzen
and the other from Lieutenant Charles Benter of the United States Navy Band in
Washington, DC.
A year later, on 30 January 1952, a "battle of the bands" took place to choose a
winner. A panel of three judges, including now-Inspector Lydall, would decide.
The other panel members were Flight Lieutenant E. A. Kirkwood, Supervisor of
Music, Royal Canadian Air Force, and Mr. Carman Milligan, organist at St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church in Ottawa, Ontario.
After much discussion, and asking the Band members who played the music their
thoughts, the panel settled on Composition Number 3. It was Charles O'Neill's
composition.
Inspector Lydall was rather lukewarm on all the pieces of music. In his opinion
none of the three entries were outstanding compositions. However, "in view of
the length of time we have been searching for a suitable March Past - 13 years - I
feel one of these should be adopted conditionally."

"Number 3, which is recommended, had two points not affecting its musical
value, in its favour: it has been based on the Regimental Trumpet Call of the
Force and was composed by a Canadian composer."
"It is recommended that March Number Three composed by Charles O'Neill be
adopted as the official March Past of the RCMP on and from 01 February 1952,
with the proviso that it can be changed if one more suited to the purpose is found
within 10 years. It is also recommended that it receive the general title "Royal
Canadian Mounted Police March Past."
On that same date, Commissioner Leonard Hanson Nicholson, Reg. No. 10049,
handwrote his approval of the recommendation and asked that it recorded so that
all could hear and get acquainted with it. The Force finally had a Regimental
March, at least until something better came along.
On 28 November the Force applied for the registration of copy-right as the owner
of the original work entitled "The Royal Canadian Mounted Police Regimental
March" and was issued the copyright certificate on 01 December 1952.
Nothing better ever did come along, and Charles O'Neill's composition is today
played across Canada and around the world.
Charles O'Neill, composer of the RCMP Regimental March, passed away at
Quebec City, Quebec on 09 September 1964. He was 82 years old.
Ted Lydall retired from the Force on 31 May 1968. He passed away at Ottawa,
Ontario, on 17 June 2000 at the age of 86. His obituary notes that under his
guidance, the RCMP Band units in Regina, Saskatchewan, and Ottawa, Ontario,
were united to form one permanent and professional Regimental Band.
We will remember whenever the RCMP March Past is played.
Mark Gaillard, Executive Officer, RCMP Veterans' Association

