RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS (NATIONAL DIVISION)
2016

Dominion Chalmers, Estes Park and Hong Kong. By this point in the band’s
history it seemed just “business as usual” for the band and dancers to expect a
“big” year every year, and 2016 would again be no different. After a hiatus since
2012, the band and dancers organized, and performed in, another astonishingly
professional spring concert at Dominion Chalmers United, and in the fall it was on
to the lofty heights of Estes Park, Colorado for the 40th Longs Peak Scottish &
Irish Highland Festival. To cap off the year, December 2016 saw a quartet from
the band travel to the Far East to participate in the 75th anniversary of the Battle
of Hong Kong at Sai Wan Cemetery.
New Pipe Major in November. A major change in band management came on
the 11th of November with Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie stepping down and Pipe
Major Douglas MacLeod becoming the third to hold the position in the history of
the National Division Pipes and Drums.
New Band Officer. The fall of 2016 also saw another significant change in
management as Graham Muir stood down from the position of Band Officer, ably
replaced by RCMP Supt (ret’d) Dale Sheehan, who from the earliest days had
been a huge supporter of the band.
New Commanding Officer. Continuing the trend of major changes to leadership
positions, October 2016 saw A/Commr Gilles Michaud promoted to D/Commr as
he became the head of Canada’s Federal Policing Program. The band was
pleased to welcome A/Commr Mike Duheme as its, and National Division’s, new
Commanding Officer.
Highland Dancers. As with the Pipe Major position, family took priority, and the
dancers also went through a major change in their lead with the departure of
Alyssa McCormick who now had her hands full after the birth of twin boys!!
Melanie Lemieux and Kelsey Campbell, long time members of the Dance Team
and exceptional dancers with extraordinary talent, helped manage the Team until
Kelsey formally took over the reins as the new Director. Further good news was
that the dance team continued to grow with new three new members joining in
2016.

Band Roster. The band itself was very stable with regards to personnel through
2016. There were only four departures (2 pipers, 2 tenors), balanced by six new
arrivals (2 pipers, 1 side, 2 tenors, 1 drum major).
Quartermaster Stores. Of particular significance to the few who had the
enormous responsibility for band kit and inventory, in August 2016 a major move
was completed taking Quartermaster stores from the old RCMP Headquarters
(Vanier) to the bowels of the Nadon Building at the new National Headquarters
(Leikin). Now that the stores were co-located with the practice venue, it was far
more convenient to tend to routine kit and clothing issues. A major thanks was
due both to the band’s Commanding Officer, Gilles Michaud, who took on the
added expense of a contract moving company to get the job done, and to Drum
Major Ron Rose who coordinated the move.
RCMP Pipe Band – Ottawa (NFP). The not-for-profit organization, RCMP Pipe
Band – Ottawa, moved from a “building year” in 2015 to a “consolidation” year in
2016. The name change from Ottawa Celtic Music and Dance Society was
completed with audit functions and accountability to the Provincial Government
finalized through the NFP Corporate Compliance Officer (Charles Armstrong). A
succession planning committee was organized to attend to immediate and future
requirements. At the annual general meeting thanks were given to Casey Cerson
as he left position as the lead of the Strategic Planning/Opportunities committee,
which now fall under the guidance of Mike Motyl. The main Board positions
remained static with the Graham Muir staying on as the Board Chair, Vice Mike
Ward, Iain Tait Treasurer and Patty Maloney as the Secretary (non-voting). The
new Directors-at-Large were Mike Motyl and Chris Ford. In November Douglas
MacLeod and Kelsey Campbell joined the Board in their respective Pipe Major
and Dance Lead positions.
National Program. National grants ($6,000) were now being received by the
seven RCMP pipe bands which was of major assistance with the annual budget.
At the annual National Executive Council (NEC) meeting the RCMP Corps
Sergeant Major (CSM) underscored the importance of NEC adherence to its own
national dress, drill and deportment standards and he expected to hold his
sergeants major accountable (through NEC Drum Majors) for maintaining proper
program standards. RCMP pipe bands are the only civilian element of the RCMP
entitled to wear the red serge tunic and given wide exposure through social
media the CSM expected Drum Majors, in particular, to steadfastly maintain
standards of uniform, dress and equipment, including regimental drums. Related
to the importance emphasized with these issues, a new Code of Conduct was
introduced that would apply across the national program, forming part (as an
appendix) of the National Program Policy and Procedures. Individual bands were
given the latitude how they would incorporate the Code into their Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs), supporting their own respective by-laws.

Performance highlights 2016:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Perley-Rideau Concert
Dominion Chalmers Concert – Kidz at Heart
Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto
Longs Peak Scottish Irish Festival – Estes Park CO
Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill
75th Anniversary, Battle of Hong Kong – Sai Wan Cemetery Hong Kong

Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and funerals,
retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions. The tempo for solo
events continued to be very high in 2016 with a total of 78 different events taking place
over the course of the year. Solo highlights of 2016 were: Johnny Reid concert, TD
Place Stadium, D/Sgt Bruce Hewat & Jeff Leblanc; Senate Speaker Portrait Unveiling,
Canadian Senate, P/M Graeme Ogilvie; Retirement of Honourable Justice Alan
Sheffield, Jenny Putinski.

2016 Band Events
(number of band members participating in brackets)

28 Feb 2016
08 Mar 2016
15 Mar 2016
04 Apr 2016
08 Apr 2016
10 Apr 2016
01 May 2016
14 May 2016
19 May 2016
29 May 2016
05 Jun 2016
10 Jun 2016
11 Jun 2016
18 Jun 2016
22 Jun 2016
23 Jun 2016
24 Jun 2016
25 Jun 2016
26 Jun 2016
01 Jul 2016
29 Jul 2016
13 Aug 2016
27 Aug 2016
06-12 Sep 2016
17 Sep 2016
25 Sep 2016
28 Sep 2016
04 Oct 2016
11 Nov 2016
20 Nov 2016
01-06 Dec 2016

Ski Canada – Opening Ceremony (9)
RCMP Long Service Award Ceremony (15)
Perley-Rideau Concert (26) – with dancers
Dominion Chalmers – Rogers TV Promotion (3) – with dancers
Dominion Chalmers – CTV Promotion (3) – with dancers
Dominion Chalmers Concert (29) – with dancers
Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (31)
Drum Major Course (12)
RCMP Long Service Award Ceremony (5)
Madonna Church Parade and Mini-Concert (25) – with dancers
Muscular Dystrophy Walk (15)
Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (13)
ALS Walk – War Museum (18)
CHEO Teddy Bear Picnic – Rideau Hall (20) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (16) – with dancers
Canada Day – Merrickville (32)
Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (22)
Navan Fair Parade (25)
North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (27)
Longs Peak Scottish Irish Festival – Estes Park CO (21) – with dancers
Rockcliffe 90th Anniversary Celebrations (10)
Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (25)
One Young World – Opening Ceremonies (20)
RCMP Long Service Award Ceremony (4)
Remembrance Day Service – Orleans Legion (23)
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan – Dominion Chalmers (18)
Battle of Hong Kong, Sai Wan Cemetery – Hong Kong (4)

BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2016
Drum Majors: Rod Macleod, Graham Muir, Ron Rose
Pipers: George Andras, Charles Armstrong, Michael Bell, Neil Bell, Casey
Cerson, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Sandy Creber, Bill Fairlie, Wendy Finan, Matt
Goral, Mike Long, Grant Lynds, P/M Doug MacLeod, Steve McDermid, Mike
Motyl, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Bev Perron, Jenny Putinski, Iain Tait,
John Virag, Allan Walker, Mike Ward, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt.
Drummers: D/Cpl Dominique Castonguay (side), Brian Creber (bass), Charles
Dumaresq (side), Natasha Durant (side), Heather Fairbairn (side), Chris Ford
(side), Daryl Fowlie (side), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side), Yves Labbé (tenor), Jeff
Leblanc (side), D/Sgt Darryl Lim (tenor), Daniel Mandin (tenor), Gary McDermott
(bass), Iain Ogilvie (side), Sylvie Perron (side), Louise Quinn (tenor), Pamela
Reid (tenor).

RCMP PIPES, DRUMS, AND DANCERS
2016 “FACT SHEET” FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS DISTRIBUTION

08 MARCH 2016
RCMP MEDALS PARADE
CANADA AVIATION AND SPACE MUSEUM
As part of National Division’s Medals Presentation
Ceremony at the Canada Aviation and Space Museum,
Tuesday 08 March 2016, Kenneth W. Thornton donated
and presented a new regimental mace to the
Commanding Officer, A/Commr Gilles Michaud. It was
his personal gift to our National Division Pipes and
Drums. Historically, the “mace” evolved as a weapon of
war but came to represent the symbolic authority of civic
office, and was later adopted for similar ceremonial use
by military and police bands.
Marching onto the parade this day, D/M Rod Macleod
was carrying the Force’s “original” regimental mace,
made by Potters Ltd, London England, in 1932. It was
both unique and invaluable. Although it is widely
assumed the top, or the “bell”, of this mace, was made of
brass it is, in fact, made of hallmarked sterling silver and
gold plated. A few years in advance of this occasion, the band went through the process
of having the original mace assessed for insurance purpose – suffice to say there was
no “replacement” value. It is an invaluable artefact of the RCMP’s storied ceremonial
past. The pipe band had been proud to carry this mace on regimental and state
occasions since its first parade in 2000 and following this parade it would be “retired”
from active service and kept safe as a museum piece in a purpose-built cabinet that
currently resides in the Mess at National Division.
On this occasion Ken was accompanied by his daughter, Vicky. He was escorted onto
the parade by A/Commr Graham Muir immediately following the General Salute and
prior to the presentation of medals and awards, where he presented the mace to the
Commanding Officer who, in turn, presented it to D/M MacLeod. The Pipe Band and the
Force were extremely grateful for his extraordinarily kind and generous donation.
The new RCMP mace was made
in Canada by William Scully Ltd
of Montreal. Its design has been
adopted and replicated by the
remaining seven pipe bands of
our national program. Of interest,
William Scully got its start as a
military outfitter providing brass
badges, buttons and other
accouterments to the North West
Mounted Police and militia units
in the 1870’s. The company has
been an outfitter of the Force
ever since.

The bell of the mace carries the badge of
the RCMP and its “campaign honours”,
remembering the military actions that the
Force has participated in, including
Northwest Canada (1885), South Africa
(1900-1902), France and Flanders (1918),
and Siberia (1919). The RCMP also has a
campaign honour for the Second World
War (1939-1945) that was not included on
the original mace because it was
manufactured before the War. Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has recently
approved new campaign honours that acknowledge the Force’s contribution in
establishing the Canadian Provost Corps, as well as the participation of both its marine
division and air division during WW II, and the Force’s contribution in deploying civilian
police in Afghanistan.
Inside the bell of the mace, according to tradition, is a scroll that lists the names and
regimental numbers of each member of the Force killed in the line of duty. The scroll is
updated and consecrated by the Force Chaplain at the annual Memorial Service held at
Depot Division. It is carried on parade by each of the RCMP Pipe Bands as a constant
reminder of the ultimate sacrifice made by members of the Force in service to Canada
and its communities.
Unfortunately lost in the celebration of the mace presentation, the medals ceremony also
saw an RCMP Commanding Officer's Commendation for Outstanding Volunteer Service
presented to P/Sgt Donald Corbett. As one of the founding members of the band, his
tireless efforts were formally recognized making him one of the very few wearing the Red
Serge entitled to wear the commendation bar on the left breast pocket of the tunic.

15 MARCH 2016
PERLEY-RIDEAU CONCERT
.

10 APRIL 2016
DOMINION CHALMERS UNITED
KIDZ AT HEART
The RCMP Pipes and Drums of “National” Division
marked its 5th appearance at the majestic
Dominion Chalmers United Church with an
uplifting concert on Sunday the 10th of April. With
the focus being “Kidz at Heart”, the moneys raised
from the concert went, in part, to the support of
both the City Kidz of Ottawa, a local charity that
supports under-privileged children in the
downtown area of Ottawa, and the RCMP National
Memorial Cemetery at Beechwood.
Following an entertaining “warm up” by the celtic
band Shabraque, the concert got under way
hosted by MC, and retired RCMP member,
Suzanne Sarault. Special guests joining the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers
for this Dominion Chalmers 2016 concert were the Christ Church Cathedral Choir
of Men and Boys under the direction of Matthew Larkin, the Central Band of the
Canadian Armed Forces with a very special appearance by the Andrew Sisters
(Jessica and Abby Wilson, and Eva Hassel), singers Garth and Brad Hampson
accompanied by Matthew Larkin on the piano, the “Lairds of the Dance”
broadswords team, highland dancers from the Loch Murray School of Dance, and
the MacLeod Fiddlers from Glengarry County under the direction of Ian MacLeod.
The finale of the concert opened with a tribute to Major Archie Cairns, one of
Canada’s most accomplished military pipe majors and a huge friend to the band.
Major Cairns passed away at the age of 87 just the week before the concert.
General reaction in the days after the concert were summed up by one email, in
particular – WOW!!!!!

01 MAY 2016
ONTARIO POLICE MEMORIAL – TORONTO

TORONTO WEATHER
+7C
100% CHANCE OF RAIN

14 MAY 2016
CANADIAN ARMED FORCES – ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
DRUM MAJOR COURSE 2
CARLETON UNIVERSITY
The second CAF/RCMP Drum Major's Course was held at Carleton University in
Ottawa from 10 to 14 May 2016 and it was as physically and mentally demanding
as the first. Extraordinary well attended from across the services, five RCMP
Drum Majors were successful in passing the course syllabus and the final
practice on the “parade square”, as supported by the National Division Pipes and
Drums. The RCMP graduates from this course were D/M Angela Corscadden
(Halifax), D/M Harvey Vautour (Moncton), D/M Sylvain L'Heureux (Montreal),
D/M Ron Rose (National Division) and D/M Randy Rechner (Edmonton).

18 JUNE 2016
CHEO TEDDY BEAR PICNIC
RIDEAU HALL

22-26 JUNE 2016
SUNSET CEREMONIES

01 JULY 2016
CANADA DAY – MERRICKVILLE ON

29 JULY 2016
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES – FRIDAY NIGHT TATTOO
MAXVILLE ON

13 AUGUST 2016
NAVAN FAIR PARADE
Since the National Division RCMP Pipes and
Drums were first issued with kit in the year 2000,
the Inverness rain cape was part of the band’s
inventory. However it did not matter how insanely
wet (right), or how brutally cold (right), the weather
might have been, this RCMP band dared not take
those capes out of their pouches.
Only once in the band’s previous history did the
moment almost came nigh, and that was for the
2007 Carleton Place “Salute the Troops” Tattoo.
The band that day actually had capes on with
every intent to wear them for the parade to the
tattoo site, but God smiled on the band, the rain
stopped literally seconds before step off, and the
capes came off within a hair’s breadth of making
the cape an officially worn part of band inventory.
Therefore the “historic” moment
of the first wearing of the
Inverness rain capes on parade
finally came in August 2016, a
decade and a half after the
formation of the band, for the
spectacular, and world famous,
Navan Fair Parade. It was a
truly monumental day in the
history of the iconic National
Division Pipes and Drums!!

27 AUGUST 2016
NORTH LANARK (ALMONTE) HIGHLAND GAMES
DUTY BAND

06-12 SEPTEMBER 2016
LONGS PEAK SCOTTISH IRISH HIGHLAND FESTIVAL
ESTES PARK, COLORADO

The National Division RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers travelled to Estes Park,
Colorado in 2016 to participate in the 40th consecutive Longs Peak Scottish Irish
Highland Festival. This Festival is the largest gathering of its kind between the
Mississippi River and California, and traditionally hosts bands from Great Britain,
Scotland, Canada and, of course, the United States. As well as the National Division
band and dancers, the group was joined by P/Sgt Brian Morrison (Halifax), D/Sgt Bruce
Neill (Regina), Michael Sears (Halifax), Lorne Clifford (Thunder Bay), and Laura Poppy
(Regina). As well, previous members Charlie King (now Halton Regional Police) and
Brad Hampson (OPS) were able to come back to make guest appearances. All these
folks had traveled with the band in the past and were welcome additions to ensure
sound and presentations were maintained at the highest level. Having the eight highland
dancers was the icing on the cake for a magnificent team representing the RCMP and
Canada.
As he had with the Nethlerands trip, Mike Long did an outstanding job of setting up the
travel arrangements, schedules and logistics based on the information provided from the
organizers. Best laid plans, though. Once on the ground in Estes Park, it was discovered
that the schedules and logistics were a little less straight forward, and organized, than
would have been thought. But a combination of Mike and D/M Rod Macleod, their
amazing ability to work the issues and the patience of the band and dancers, pulled
everything together for an incredible visit.
One of the most obvious factors on arrival in Estes Park for both the band and dancers
was altitude. Estes Park sits at 7,500 feet and air is definitely thinner than Ottawa’s 145
feet above sea level. The first walk uphill from the accommodations (the YMCA of the
Rockies) to the dining facility tested everyone’s ability to breathe at altitude. Playing the
pipes and drums, and dancing, were definitely a challenge.
Temperature was also a challenge as every night at the Tattoo all band tuning had to be
completed by 7:00 pm and the RCMP show did not take place until 9:45 pm. Most nights

the band sound did not suffer too badly from the long time in between, however one
night, in particular, the temperature dropped significantly to +5C and it made for a VERY
cool performance.

Also performing in this edition of the Festival Tattoo were the Band of America’s Few
(retired Marine Corps musicians), the Fountain City Brass Band (Kansas City), the
Grade 3 Dartmouth & District Pipe Band (Nova Scotia), the United States Army Old
Guard Fifes & Drums, and American operatic tenor Ben Gulley.
The massed tattoo music was one more challenge in Estes Park. It turned out there was
no Tattoo music director, nor a senior Tattoo pipe major. All the brass/pipes pieces were
borrowed from other Tattoos (e.g. Edinburgh) and the Festival committee made the
assumption that the brass and pipe bands would figure it out on arrival. In the end,
despite a little bit of a painful process getting to the final product, the brass/pipes and
vocal pieces, such as “The Road to Passchandaele”, “Danny Boy” and “How Great Thou
Art” worked brilliantly and were an absolute joy to play together.
The RCMP show itself received much “Buzz” positive comments and standing ovations.
As the RCMP band was allocated only twelve minutes for a show, including marching
on/off, the music and the choreography were chosen to achieve maximum effect in a
minimum amount of time. The main goals were to pick music that Americans and/or
Canadians in the stands would either recognize or appreciate, and to ensure the music
was simple enough to be handled under stress by the musicians in the band. The final
selection of music was based on: (1) If the dancers were performing, it had to be
musical; (2) If the dancers weren’t performing, it had to be music the crowd would
recognize. The incorporation of a John Denver set on bagpipes for a Colorado crowd
elicited the wildly positive response desired, but definitely took a majority of the band
members out of their comfort zone!!

Another lesson learned from talking to Directors at the Halifax and Quebec City Tattoos
was there should always be movement in any program. That was a lesson applied to the
RCMP scene at Estes Park. Each of the five musical numbers included either movement
of the band and/or dancers. It was interesting to note that although we considered our
choreography very simple, the music directors of the other participating bands thought
our choreography was exceptional – primarily because they’d never seen pipe bands do
any semblance of choreography in their routines before (which was exemplified by the
other pipe band at Estes Park which just formed a circle to a drum tap, played their
competition pieces in the circle, and then marched off to a drum tap). The standing
ovations after ever show were a testament that the RCMP got it “right”.

The Festival committee also commented on the outstanding calibre of the RCMP
dancers who performed for more than just with the RCMP band. Normally, highland
dancers they’d had in that past were borrowed from local dance schools which resulted
in the dancers all having their own costumes (kilts) and the dances being of a “stock”
variety (e.g. the fling). The Festival committee and the conductors of the participating
bands all commented on the superb choreography, the look and professionalism of the
RCMP dancers. Despite the ground on which the dancers performed being greatly
varied and the condition changing daily
based on use, maintenance and weather,
the dancers persevered through some
foot/ankle injuries with hot packs, ice and
first aid kits to get through all of the many
performances. The can-do attitude and
brilliance of performance had everyone
raving about the RCMP highland dancers.
What made the whole trip manageable,
with the majority all eager to come back and try again, was a magnificent management
team who worked extremely well together in a very professional fashion. Mike Long
continued to do all his magic working the logistic details. The Drum Majors Rod Macleod
and Ron Rose always made sure the band was where it was supposed to be, and when.
They were our liaison with the organizing committee and other performing acts, making
sure both that the RCMP requirements/interests were always respected, and that the
band always knew the expectations for each day’s performances. P/Sgt Donald Corbett
seamlessly ran the band on behalf of the Pipe Major when he was absent tending to
other business. P/Sgt Brian Morrison and Lorne Clifford did a wonderful job looking after

bagpipe sound. D/Sgts Bruce Hewat and Darryl Lim ably managed the best drum corps
we’ve probably ever assembled for a major event. Melanie Lemieux and Kelsey
Campbell were nothing short of brilliant directing an outstanding dance performance
everywhere we went, and making the girls an integral part of the pipe band team. From a
management standpoint it probably couldn’t have gone better.
And has been so true over so many band trips, we were extraordinarily lucky to have the
“Choir Major” Brad Hampson on this trip. As he did in Holland, he added so incredibly
much to the Esprit De Corps with singing on the bus and even on parade!! His
leadership and personality were always on display, assisting with the band management
team, assisting the dancers, and seeking out Vets, and other new friends, to the band
and the RCMP.
In the end the trip was another
amazing success with kudos
flowing for many weeks after the
Festival was long done, especially
from the Festival organizing
committee who were more than
extraordinarily pleased with the
band and dancers. As one email to
the band from a patron said, “We
attend the Festival every year and
I love seeing and hearing the
Canadian bands, but your band
this year was extra special.”
Although the event had been very
busy and demanding, the stories
in the end were more than positive
enough to have everyone eager to
come back and participate again.

10-11 SEPTEMBER 2016
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL SERVICE
DEPOT DIVISION, REGINA
Every second year the National Executive Council (NEC) of RCMP Community
Bands of Pipes & Drums meet at Depot Division, Regina for their annual general
meeting. With the National Division band in Estes Park, Colorado at the same
time as the meeting of the NEC, the representatives from Ottawa in 2016 were
Band Officer Dale Sheehan and Drum Major Graham Muir.
Having all the band management teams convening on the Saturday of the RCMP
memorial weekend conveniently allows them to supplement the host “F” Division
pipe band for the subsequent parade and service the following day. As in 2014,
the NEC members contributed to parading a band with over 40 members on
parade, led by D/M Dave Douangchahn of Depot Division.

Cadet Jonathan Killin (former National Division piper)
with P/Sgt Wayne Moug and piper Graham Muir.

17 SEPTEMBER 2016
ROCKCLIFFE 90TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

25 SEPTEMBER 2016
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL
PARLIAMENT HILL

11 NOVEMBER 2016
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
ORLEANS LEGION

11 NOVEMBER 2016
ORLEANS LEGION
NEW RCMP NATIONAL DIVISION PIPE MAJOR
In the late summer 2016 P/M Graeme
Ogilvie made the difficult decision to
step down as the National Division Pipe
Major as his wife Debbie’s cancer had
progressed to the point she required
24/7 attention. Over the next few
months, a carefully crafted selection
process, chaired by a Board succession
planning committee, completed the task
to fill the position. The process was both
transparent and comprehensive with
internal and external candidates being
evaluated using a competency-based
structured interview process that
included both taped and live auditions.
The National Executive Council Chair,
P/Sgt Wayne Moug, was engaged to
assist as an external examiner. After an
exhaustive search, the Board was
pleased to recommend Mr Douglas
MacLeod as P/M Ogilvie’s successor. The National Division Commanding Officer
both acknowledged and supported the final decision. As had taken place on 14
October 2002 when P/M Pat Hayes marched onto parade as the Pipe Major and
P/M Graeme Ogilvie marched off the parade as his replacement, 11 November
2016 was chosen as the date for P/M Ogilvie to march onto parade as Pipe Major
with P/M Douglas MacLeod taking command of the band as it marched off
parade. The band was extremely happy to welcome P/M MacLeod as the third
Pipe Major in the history of National Division.

01-06 DECEMBER 2016
BATTLE OF HONG KONG
SAI WAN CEMETERY, HONG KONG
[Charles Armstrong, Darryl Lim]

On the 4th of December 2016 six
members of the Hong Kong Police
Pipe band stood with four
members of the National Division
RCMP Pipe Band at the top of the
stairs leading down a steep hill to
the Cross of Sacrifice in Sai Wan
War Cemetery, Hong Kong. The
procession was led by a young Girl
Scout carrying the Canadian Flag
and the official party was made up
of dignitaries from Canada, the
United Kingdom and Hong Kong.
This was the 75th anniversary of
the Battle of Hong Kong and the
gathering was unusually large as
over 600 guests waited at the
lower level of the cemetery. “The
Green Hills of Tyrol” and “The
Battles O’er” were played for the
slow march down the flight of steps
followed by the very appropriate
“Maple Leaf Forever” as the small
procession made its approach to
the monument.
The principal mission of this trip was to honour the sacrifices of Canadian
soldiers who gallantly fought in the defense of Hong Kong in December 1941.
The intense fighting which lasted seventeen days ended with severe Canadian
casualties. Of the 1,975 soldiers deployed primarily from the Royal Rifles of
Canada and the Winnipeg Grenadiers, 290 were killed and 493 were wounded.
For more than three and a half years, Canadian Prisoners of War were
imprisoned in Hong Kong and Japan. In all, more than 550 Canadians who sailed
from Vancouver in October 1941 never returned.
Mike Motyl’s enthusiastic behind-the-scenes efforts were successful and a small
group from the National Division Pipe Band was invited by the Canadian ConsulGeneral, Jeff Nankivell to participate in a number of events over five days. For
this 75th anniversary we were joined by a large contingent from the Canadian
Armed Forces. Iain Tait, Casey Cerson, Charles Armstrong and Darryl Lim
represented this Pipe Band and the RCMP. Charles and Iain sounded/played
probably the most important Laments and Last Posts of their lives. Standing with

the Veterans, the Hong Kong Police,
the Canadian Military and a long list
of dignitaries this event without
question has become a permanent
memory.
The RCMP group was billeted at the
Hong Kong Police College Officers’
Quarters in Aberdeen. The Police
have a well-respected pipe band and
a large brass and reed band, and we
were privileged to spend a significant
amount of time with both bands. We must mention that while we were there a
very special group from the Army School of Ceremonial (UK) was also sharing
space with us. There is not enough room in this article to share those stories.
Our five days were totally booked and, yes, we spent a surprising amount of time
in the band rooms of the Police Bands. We rehearsed with them and we were
evaluated by them (we passed!!). The level of drill, and musical standards were
exceptional. Along with the UK group mentioned above we were invited to watch
a Passing-Out Parade which equaled the best drill and ceremonial anywhere.
You might wonder how three
pipers and a tenor drummer
could pull off a concert? We
originally thought we might be an
act in a bigger show. Well it turns
out that we played almost every
tune we knew in what turned out
to be an amazing evening shared
with the St. John’s Cathedral
Brass Band in their beautiful and historic church. We must also mention the
soprano who challenged both bands and herself as she sang Danny Boy with
Casey piping and then lifted the rafters with Amazing Grace and the entire group.
Filling the front two rows in full dress was the Canadian Military Contingent who
only increased the anxiety level. The Cathedral was packed with 400 guests.
Beyond nervous is the only way to describe the feelings of this little RCMP Pipe
“Band”. Well as it always does, it worked out – standing ovation – Highland
Cathedral played again as an encore by the combined bands. Canadian soldiers
came up after and expressed their appreciation and the raw emotion of that
finale. What a night.
The Police Dog Trials were held in a very large outdoor stadium with the massed
Hong Kong Police Brass and Pipe Bands and the four person RCMP team made
for an interesting Sunday afternoon. Iain Tait was the soloist for Highland
Cathedral and Amazing Grace. Wait for it - the grandstand is a football field away
but the RCMP “Band” marches out in front of the massed band and plays a tune.

Three pipers and a twirling tenor and a lot of dogs doing their thing make for
another chapter in the book.
Our final “performance” was at a
“Piping, Bugling and Tenor Drumming”
workshop with over 350 students at
the Canadian International School of
Hong Kong. We played some tunes
and took turns sharing stories about
our music and instruments. Impromptu
and unrehearsed is the only way to go.
Our hosts were enthusiastic about the
opportunity of having a larger RCMP contingent return for future ceremonies.
Unfortunately the world has changed in ways that could never have been
predicted. We end this article with sharing our best thoughts for the citizens of
Hong Kong and a promise to never forget the graves of those that fell in the
Battle of Hong Kong.

12 NOVEMBER 2016
RCMP PIPE BAND REGIMENTAL DINING-IN
ARMY OFFICERS’ MESS – OTTAWA
2016 KEN THORTON AWARD – ALYSSA McCORMICK
For seven years, Alyssa McCormick had
been a leader and a team consensus
builder with the Dance Team and in the
overall Band Management Team. She
even continued to assist and contribute to
events through her pregnancy and after
the birth of her twin children. Her impact
on our team at large and the Dance Team
has been exemplary. She also brought
diverse units together by integrating with
the OPS Dancers. She demonstrated
great leadership and mentorship as a role
model to the dancers and band members.
She did not just develop the team to take
care of it on "her watch". She in fact set the team up for success through to the future
with all of her work, and brought the Dancers closer within the overall Band Family. She
displayed that she was heartfelt and a skilled leader of a team, mentoring two great
leaders in Melanie and Kelsey, who shone in a leadership role during the trip to Estes
Park. Her vision, commitment, hard work and motivation at the tactical and strategic level
of our team made her a very deserving selection for the Kenneth W. Thornton Award for
2016, presented in the absence of Ken Thornton by Jack Yourt.

THANK YOU PRESENTATIONS
to GRAEME OGILVIE, DEPARTING PIPE MAJOR
Presentation of
RCMP National Division
Etched Glass Paperweight
by CO A/Commr Mike Duheme

Original Pipe Tune “Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie”
Composed and Presented
by RCMP Piper Iain Tait

09 APRIL 2016
ARMY BALL
HILTON LAC LEAMY, GATINEAU PQ

Front Row (L-R) Kerry McDougall, Christena Lawrie, Kelsey Campbell
Back Row (L-R) Jennifer McDougall, Jordan Panter, Melanie Lemieux, Isabella Maestri,
Alyssa McCormick (and Lachlan and Cael)

20 DECEMBER 2016
BAND CHRISTMAS PARTY

20 NOVEMBER 2016
KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTANS
DOMINION CHALMERS UNITED

26 MARCH 2016
JOHNNY REID CONCERT
TD PLACE STADIUM - OTTAWA
Johnny Reid was born in Lanark, Scotland but moved to
Canada in his teenage years, becoming a ScottishCanadian country music artist. He eventually moved to
Nashville to make country music full time. He’s had multiple
top selling albums, five times he has won the Fan’s Choice
Award and twice received the Country Recording of the
Year by the Canadian Country Music Awards.
At every concert Johnny Reid invites guest
snare drummers and the 26 March 2016
concert at TD Place Stadium was no different,
with D/Sgt Bruce Hewat and Jeff Leblanc being
given the honour. Not often pipe band side
drummers get the spotlight on stage. This was
a night to remember!!

OSCAR FOX
LIVE AT THE BRASS MONKEY
09 DECEMBER 2016
Oscar Fox was a rock band that played live in the city of Ottawa. The band’s
raison d’être was simple – they loved to play great music and see the audience
having a great time. Two of the members were guitarist Rod Macleod and
drummer Bruce Hewat. Joining them at the Brass Monkey for the gig on 09
December 2016 were the RCMP highland dancers. A rocking good night.

28 FEBRUARY 2016
SKI TOUR CANADA – OPENING CEREMONY
CANADIAN MUSEUM OF HISTORY
Ski Tour Canada was a crosscountry skiing competition held as
part of the 2015-16 FIS CrossCountry World Cup. It was the first
tour of the FIS Cross-Country
World Cup held in Canada,
beginning in Gatineau on 01
March and ending in Canmore AB
12 March. On the 28th of February
a mini-band of the RCMP Pipes
and Drums played for the opening
ceremonies of Ski Tour 2016 on
stage at the Grande Galerie of the
Canadian Museum of History. The audience consisted of almost 150 athletes and
another 500 people from across Canada. Charles Armstrong was requested to open the
event with a fanfare, and as it turned out, the International Ski Federation had its own
Fanfare written for a full orchestra. After being provided the full score, Charles searched
through the music and memorized the 1st trumpet part, playing it on his old school
trumpet as neither his bugle nor cavalry trumpet could produce all the required notes.

01 NOVEMBER 2016
CANADIAN FORCES MORALE AND WELFARE SERVICES
CFMWS MESS DINNER
On the 1st of November 2016 the last
Canadian Forces Morale and Welfare
Services (CFMWS) Mess Dinner was
held over which Commodore Mark
Watson presided as Director General
Morale and Welfare Services. The mess
dinner took place at the Warrants and
Sergeants Mess on Queen Elizabeth
Drive. To flesh out the evening's
entertainment that, obviously, followed
the Navy tradition, a small ensemble
was organized consisting of RCAF
Drum Major Peter Atkinson, Mark
Watson and Mike Ward on bagpipes,
Jeff Leblanc on the side drum. This special presentation was significant insofar as Peter,
Mark and Mike were the three most senior execs at CFMWS and it was a real hit with
the members of the Mess that evening to see how much musical talent they could
muster from within their own ranks.

“MAGGIE’S MOMENT”
A PIPE TUNE COMMEMORATING THE MARRIAGE OF
MARGARET STRUTH TO LINDSAY GAFF
02 JULY 2004
In July 2004 Margaret Struth was wed to
Lindsay Gaff at Dalhousie Castle in
Bonnyrigg, Scotland, just outside of
Edinburgh. Margaret, as the long-time
proprietor and managing director of
Burnetts & Struth Scottish Regalia in Barrie,
has been the principle purveyor of RCMP
regimental kilts and other accouterments to
all the RCMP pipe bands across Canada
since the very first public appearance of an
RCMP composite pipe band at the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo in 1998.
Graham Muir and Ken Thornton were invited to the wedding, and were expected to play
the pipes – which they did! Graham determined that the occasion was well worthy of a
special tune and prevailed upon Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie to compose a piece that
turned out to be a melodic and memorable 6/8 march, affectionately titled “Maggie’s
Moment”. The tune was first played by Graham to pipe in the head table guests at
Maggie and Lindsay’s formal wedding dinner at the Castle. They were joined by 100
guests, including 16 intrepid travellers that made the journey from Canada to mark the
moment.
In 2016, “Maggie’s Moment” was introduced to the band and played in combination with
“Pipe Sergeant Gilbert Young”, a tune written for Gilbert by the former Senior Canadian
Forces Pipe Major, and long time friend of the National Division pipe band, Major Archie
Cairns.
2020 breaking news: Margaret and Lindsay have just announced their retirement!
Burnetts & Struth is now under new management and our dear friends are making plans
to return to the UK to be closer to family and enjoy the fruits of their labour. We wish
them well!!

