
 

 

RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS (NATIONAL DIVISION) 
 

2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Netherlands and Edinburgh.  For most bands of any kind, the goal, and the 
hope, is to find one particular signature event for the year that leaves its stamp 
forever. The “National” Division RCMP Pipes and Drums band managed to 
accomplish two such events in 2015, the 70th anniversary of the liberation in the 
Netherlands, and the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Scotland. Both of these 
occasions were ones that, for those who were there, will provide exceptional 
memories and stories for the rest of their lives. 
 
What has been incredible about the state of this pipe band for so many years is 
that while the majority of the pipe band (26) was in the Netherlands, the band 
could at the same time still muster another 14 to participate in the Ontario Police 
Memorial in Toronto. Although the two major trips took priority in 2015, the band 
was still able to support another 25 events over the course of the year, including 
one more away trip in the fall, the Trenton Scottish & Irish Festival. 
 
The total number of band members remained reasonably stable again over 2015, 
with only three departures and four new arrivals. Gord Hagar had the best 
excuse for moving on, an offer of a bilateral command appointment – which 
required a move to Cologne, Germany. 
 
Another signature moment for the band in 2015 was the honour of solo pipers 
playing for the RCMP standing Sentry at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, at the 
National War Memorial. It was expected that this will become an annual tradition. 
 
Highland Dancers.  In 2015 the RCMP Dance Team invited dancers from the 
Ottawa Police to participate at events throughout the year. This partnership 
provided the opportunity to have larger groups perform with the band. 2015 also 
saw the creation of a "National Standard” costume for the RCMP Highland Dance 
teams across Canada, with the final details awaiting a formal consensus. 
 
The integration of the band and dancers has always been a hallmark of the 
RCMP team and 2015 was no exception with the introduction of the Men’s 
Broadsword Team, a small group of pipers/drummers trained by a corps of very 
dedicated (and bemused?) dancers. This men’s dance team made its debut at 
the 31 March Perley-Rideau show and were a big hit over in the Netherlands.  



 

 

 

OCMDS.  After a few relatively quiet years, the Ottawa Celtic Music and Dance 
Society (OCMDS) saw some major shifts in 2015. First was a substantial change 
to the Board of Directors, which effective 24 November became: Chair Graham 
Muir, Vice-Chair Mike Ward, Treasurer Iain Tait, Secretary Jenny Putinski, 
Director at Large Mike Long (Graeme Ogilvie and Alyssa McCormick also being 
members given their respective positions as Pipe Major and Dance Captain). 
 
Another major change was approval from the membership that the corporate 
name, subject to the approval by the Province of Ontario, be changed from 
OCMDS to “RCMP Pipe Band, Ottawa” and that the Letters Patent be amended 
to reflect new Objects as follow: (1) Promoting the study, practice and 
performance of the Celtic performing arts – particularly the bagpipes, drums and 
highland dance. (2) Providing the regimental band and dancers of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), Ottawa Ontario. (3) Supporting the RCMP’s 
ceremonial requirements, public relations mandate and community outreach 
through music and dance. 
 
 

BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2015 
 

Drum Majors:  Rod Macleod, Graham Muir 
 

Pipers:  George Andras, Charles Armstrong, Neil Bell, Casey Cerson, Fraser 
Clark, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Sandy Creber, Bill Fairlie, Wendy Finan, Matt Goral, 
Gord Hagar, Greg Jarry, Mike Long, Grant Lynds, Steve McDermid, Mike Motyl, 
Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Bev Quinn, Jenny Putinski, Rachelle 
Renaud, Iain Tait, Allan Walker, Mike Ward, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt. 
 

Drummers:  D/Cpl Dominique Castonguay (side), Brian Creber (bass), Lisa 
Ducharme (side), Charles Dumaresq (side), Heather Fairbairn (side), Chris Ford 
(side), Daryl Fowlie (side), Joel Frenette (tenor), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side), Jeff 
Leblanc (side), D/Sgt Darryl Lim (tenor), Aaron Loughran (side), Daniel Mandin 
(tenor), Gary McDermott (tenor), Iain Ogilvie (side), Sylvie Perron (side), Pamela 
Reid (tenor), Corinne Schott (tenor). 
 
Performance highlights 2015: 

• Perley-Rideau Concert 

• Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto 

• Liberation of Holland Ceremonies - Netherlands 

• Pan-American Games Evening Retreat – Fort Henry 

• Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo – Scotland 

• Trenton Scottish & Irish Festival 

• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill 
 

Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and 
funerals, retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions.  



 

 

The tempo for solo events continued to be very high in 2015 with a total of 70 
different events taking place over the course of the year. 
 

Solo highlights of 2015 were:  The Speaker’s Parade (Senate Chamber), P/M 
Graeme Ogilvie; Page Swearing-In Ceremony (Canadian Senate), P/M Graeme 
Ogilvie and P/Sgt Gilbert Young; Leadership in Counter-Terrorism Global 1 
(CPC), P/Sgt Donald Corbett; Senate Speaker Nolan Lying-in-Repose, P/M 
Graeme Ogilvie, “A Soldier’s Story” Concert, Charles Armstrong. 

 

2015 Band Events 
(number of band members participating in brackets) 

 

01 Jan 2015 RCMP New Years Levee (17) 
27 Jan 2015 RCMP Medals Parade – Canada Aviation Space Museum (16) 
31 Mar 2015 Perley-Rideau Concert (23) – with dancers 
01 May 2015 Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (14) 
01-10 May 2015 Liberation of Holland Celebrations – Netherlands (26) 
16 May 2015 Drum Major Course (14) 
31 May 2015 Madonna Church Parade and Mini-Concert (25) – with dancers 
31 May 2015 Muscular Dystrophy Walk (7) 
12 Jun 2015 Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (16) 
13 Jun 2015 ALS Walk – War Museum (21) 
20 Jun 2015 Fire Department Games – Winchester (23) 
20 Jun 2015 CHEO Teddy Bear Picnic – Rideau Hall (22) – with dancers 
24 Jun 2015 Sunset Ceremonies (16) – with dancers 
25 Jun 2015 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
26 Jun 2015 Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers 
27 Jun 2015 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
28 Jun 2015 Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers 
01 Jul 2015 Pan-American Games Evening Retreat – Fort Henry (31) – with dancers 
05 Jul 2015 Tomb of the Unknown Soldier – National War Memorial (4) 
31 Jul 2015 Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (16) 
01-29 Aug 2015 Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo – Edinburgh (9) 
08 Aug 2015 Navan Fair Parade (16) 
16 Aug 2015 Canadian Little League Championships – Nepean (20) 
22 Aug 2015 North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (16) 
11-12 Sep 2015 Trenton Scottish & Irish Festival (24) – with dancers 
27 Sep 2015 Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (25) 
11 Nov 2015 Remembrance Day Service – Orleans Legion (18) 



 

 

31 MARCH 2015 
PERLEY-RIDEAU CONCERT 

 

The first spring concert by the RCMP Pipes, 
Drums and Dancers for the Veterans and 
staff at the Perley and Rideau Veterans’ 
Health Centre took place in 2010. Five 
years later this was now a highlight on the 
annual calendar. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

27 JANUARY 2015 
RCMP MEDALS PARADE 

CANADA AVIATION AND SPACE MUSEUM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01 MAY 2015 
ONTARIO POLICE MEMORIAL – TORONTO 

 
 



 

 

01-10 MAY 2015 
70th ANNIVERSARY – LIBERATION OF THE NETHERLANDS 

[P/Sgt Donald Corbett, photos courtesy Charles Dumaresq] 
 

In May 2015, the “National” Division led a composite pipe 
band to Holland to participate in celebrations associated with 
the 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of the Netherlands. The 
seeds of our participation in this historic ten-day event were 
planted in early September 2014 with a chance meeting 
between Casey Cerson, of the pipe band, and Baldwin 
Verstraete of Verstraete Travel & Cruises. Within two weeks 
a draft joining instruction was prepared and invitations to join 
in the adventure were sent to our sister RCMP bands across 
the country. 
 

The spring of 2015 would be a busy one with planning for the 
Sunsets, Fort Henry, and the Trenton Scottish & Irish 
Festival, as well as the Netherlands trip. Those going to the 
Netherlands therefore held separate Sunday practices in 
March and then in April, at Tuesday practices the 
Netherlands and non-Netherlands groups practiced separately. As P/M Graeme Ogilvie’s 
wife, Debbie, was unfortunately dealing with cancer at the time, he decided not to travel 
to the Netherlands and appointed P/Sgt Donald Corbett as the acting Pipe Major for the 
composite band. 
 

Donald would have two outstanding “sound men” in the persons of P/Sgt Brian Morrison 
from Halifax and Andy Rogers from Moncton. Acting P/Sgt Jenny Putinski completed the 
pipes team and would keep them all sorted and accounted for on the move. D/M Rod 
Macleod would do a remarkable job of keeping us well informed and well turned out at 
all times, ably assisted by D/Sgt’s Jeff Leblanc and Darryl Lim. Our “wiring diagram” for 
over-all success was provided by the outstanding advanced planning and logistical 
prowess of Mike Long. 
 

After almost nine busy months of planning and practice, we were ready to go. There 
were so many memories generated that a few paragraphs cannot do justice to them. A 
detailed diary of the trip, crafted by the talented pen of Graham Muir, is available on 
request. What follows is a wave-top version of an amazing adventure. 
 

On Friday the 1st of May most of us travelled via KLM to the Netherlands arriving the 
following morning for what would be a very busy first day. En route to the Dutch Military 

Base in Harskamp, our home for 
the week, we met up with the 
Halifax crew, already in Holland – 
with that, the Composite Band now 
numbered 41 pipers and 
drummers in all. 
 

At Harskamp, we off-loaded and 
were treated to the first of many 
ham and cheese bag lunches – 
and breakfasts. Soon after, we 
were back on the bus for our first 



 

 

“informal” show in downtown Apeldoorn. Given this was the first opportunity for the band 
to play together, our efforts produced a very well received concert. Supper was a 
harbinger of how well we would be hosted when we were provided with an all we could 
eat – and drink – for the modest sum of 30 Euros and in what would become a tradition, 
there was a wee dram of whisky to be had before we tucked in for the night. 
 

While Sunday is traditionally a day of rest, on 
this trip we awoke at 0700 hrs to the sound of 
our own bugler, Charles Armstrong, playing the 
reveille of the NWMP (1882). We found our way 
to the village of Dalsfsen where after a “short” 
march down a beautifully treed lane, we 
provided a surprise concert for a founding 
member of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 005 
(established in 2003 to encourage and support 
remembrance of Canadian and allied soldiers 
who fell during the Second World War). Our 
men’s broadsword team, the lairds of the 
dance, performed for the very first time.  Led by 
Jeff Leblanc, the team included Steve 
McDermid, Darryl Lim, and Casey Cerson. 
 

Monday May 4th found us in Leeuwarden – 
liberated by the Royal Canadian Dragoons 
(RCD). Dyk Jansen, one of our hosts, 
recounted that it was his father who met the RCD recce patrol that was the first to enter 
Leeuwarden and he was especially delighted to learn that one of our band pipers, retired 
Major General Mike Ward, was a former RCD officer. During the reception Mike was 
able to locate the very RCD recce patrol commander who met Dyk’s father on the day 
(Trooper Don White, one of the few surviving veterans of that RCD unit), which resulted 
in a very tearful moment as they were introduced. The band played for the arrival of the 
Canadian Veterans contingent, a group of roughly 25 old soldiers, many who have 
returned repeatedly over the years to join their Dutch fellows in celebrating the liberation. 
It was another large day and there were a lot of sleeping pipers and drummers on the 
bus ride back to Harskamp. 
 

May 5th is no ordinary day in the lives of the Dutch. In Wageningen, on this day 70 years 
before, the German Army surrendered to the Canadian Corps, thus ending their 
occupation of the Netherlands and signalling the end of the Second World War. This is a 
day of national celebration of their liberation. Over the course of the morning and early 
afternoon we tuned, rehearsed and played a concert on the campus of the Agricultural 
University that served as the mustering grounds for the day’s celebrations. The signature 

event of the day is the parade through the 
city center. There are no words to describe 
the parade through Wageningen and the 
tens of thousands of souls that lined the 
route of roughly three kilometres. After a 
brief weather-delay, the sun broke through. 
There was a fresh spring breeze blowing, 
and we had the honour of leading the 
parade, with the Apeldoorn Pipe Band 
integrated within our ranks. In the heart of 



 

 

the city the band broke into “The Maple Leaf Forever” on the march and D/M Rod 
Macleod saluted, acknowledging the day’s VIPs including then Prime Minister Steven 
Harper, Minister of National Defence Jason Kenny, and members of the Dutch Royal 
Family. They stood on a dais beside the Hotel 7 De Wereld, the place where Canadian 
Corps Commander, LGen Charles Foulkes, received the unconditional surrender of the 
German Army. 
 

On Wednesday 6th of May we travelled to Groesbeek 
Cemetery, the final place of rest for over 2,590 
Canadian soldiers. Our Dutch friends from RCL 
Branch 005, Maarten Dekkers and Cees Pot, 
accompanied us to the cemetery and then to the 
Groesbeek Museum where they both serve as citizen 
volunteer tour guides and historians. On arrival at the 
cemetery, Maarten gave each of us a white rose and 
encouraged us to select the grave of a soldier and to 
take a moment for quiet reflection in recognition and 
honour of their sacrifice. Mike Ward, Brad Hampson and Graham Muir who had all 
served with the Governor General’s Foot Guards, and sought out the grave of 
Guardsman O.A. Lessard, where they paid their respects. As a group, we then gathered 
at the grave of Sergeant Aubry Cosens, Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, and Victoria 
Cross winner, to conduct our own service of remembrance. Our Band Padre, Piper Bill 
Fairlie, offered words and P/M Donald Corbett delivered a closing prayer. Charles 
Armstrong traded his pipes for his bugle and played the Last Post and Reveille. P/Sgt 
Brian Morrison played the Lament. There was a palpable sense of quiet reflection 
among our band members. Several of us had family members who had served and 
fought as part of the Liberation. All of us were mindful of how very young most of these 
soldiers had been. 
 

Early the next morning, May 7th, we travelled to 
Ypres Belgium, with a brief stop at the Tyne Cot 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery the place 
of final rest for 12,000 commonwealth soldiers of 
the Great War and also a memorial wall that 
bears the names of 8,300 soldiers for whom there 
is no known marker or place of burial. The 
highlight of the day – and certainly one of many 
of the trip overall – was the band’s participation in 
the evening sunset ceremony that occurs at the 
Menin Gate. In support of the short service that 
took place under the portico roof in the very 

center of the Gate, we offered a brief selection of tunes, D/M Rod Macleod laid a wreath 
on behalf of the RCMP and Canada, and Daniel Mandin delivered the act of 
remembrance. 
 

Normally when the ceremony concludes, participants are summarily dismissed and the 
police reopen the lanes passing through the Gate to vehicular traffic. As the traffic 
seemed inordinately light, we balked tradition, reformed the band roughly 100 metres 
back from the Gate, and off we went playing the RCMP Regimental March directly under 
and through the Gate. The police of local jurisdiction, while evidently “miffed”, went about 
the task of blocking traffic and allowing us safe passage through gate and out of the city. 
Yet another perfect end to a perfect day. 



 

 

 

With our trip of a lifetime nearing its completion, 
the afternoon of May 8th found us in the small 
village of Posterenk, just east Appledoorn. In 
addition to celebrating their National liberation 
day, the Dutch are quite diligent in celebrating 
the liberation of their individual villages, towns 
and cities. Such was the case in Posterenk 
where the Carleton & York Regiment of New 
Brunswick was the first to arrive on their 
approach to Apeldoorn. On arrival, the Pipe 
Major and Drum Major walked into town to find 

out the Liberation Committee’s plan for the parade. It would be a simple “down and back” 
march, beginning and ending at the base of an old windmill that had been standing since 
the 1700’s.  As we marched down the street, we noticed that almost every house had a 
Canadian flag waving proudly in the evening breeze.  But where were the people?  
When we made our “180 at the roundabout”, we found them.  They had been marching 
along behind us all along.  Back at the windmill, the villagers honoured the memory of 
Lieutenant Richard Booth Savage, one of six members of the regiment who died in that 
action.  Appropriate respects were paid and a wreath was laid by Charles Armstrong. 
 

With the formalities completed, the band offered a short show while the old folks sat and 
the children ran around our feet. We had no sooner dismissed the band – with 
instructions to be back on the bus in at 1630 hrs – when one hell of a street party broke 
out. There was food, libation and songs aplenty. One of the local young ladies, Siska, 
led the singing and was soon joined by “Choir Major” Brad Hampson. Sometime closer 
to 1900 hrs we finally had all the members aboard the bus, but then had to help several 
villagers – including Siska – disembark so we could get underway. The emotional glow 
from that day remains; having experienced first-hand just how profoundly grateful the 
Dutch people are for their freedom and Canada’s role in delivering it to them – truly 
remarkable. 
 

Early morning, Saturday 9th of May, found us mustered with other Dutch and Canadian 
bands at Apeldoorn’s Omni Sport 
Complex.  Following a brief rehearsal 
of the closing ceremonies, we moved 
to the staging area for the renowned 
Apeldoorn Liberation Parade. The 
parade route was festooned with 
banners proclaiming “Welcome 
Again”.  The entire parade route was 
jammed with Dutch folk 
enthusiastically demonstrating their 
gratitude. The bands were 
interspersed amongst an amazing 
array of period military vehicles that 
carried our old soldiers. Directly in 
front of us, a Canadian Veteran had 
pride of place in the front passenger 
seat of a jeep. He spent all of his time 
during that parade, about one hour, 
standing upright in the jeep and 



 

 

accepting tributes from the people of Apeldoorn. He also gave back; stopping the jeep at 
regular intervals to lead the crowd in the singing the Dutch folk songs he’d learned as a 
much younger man – all to the applause of the crowd. For our part, the crowd literally 
swarmed the band whenever there was a break of more that 15 to 20 meters between us 
and the vehicle ahead, but respectfully parted to allow us unimpeded movement – it was 
like a ship parting the waves. We returned to the Sport Complex and formed up as part 
of a sizable massed band with the Apeldoorn City and other pipe bands to march in the 
Vets. Thousands packed the bleachers to offer their support for our old soldiers. The 
culmination of both the day and the trip was a reception in our honour at a fine hotel in 
nearby Arnhem, hosted by RCL Branch 005. The Branch President, Gerard Hendriks, 
hosted the evening and was joined by Canada’s Ambassador to The Netherlands, Mr. 
James Lambert.  President Hendriks seized the moment and paraded all 41 members of 
the band, shoulder to shoulder in one rank, where he pinned the 70th Anniversary Dutch 
Commemoration Medal on the tunic of each member. 
 

With the last note from Charles’ bugle call, it was time to head for home. All Mike Long’s 
meticulous planning, and Rod Macleod’s excellence behind the scenes herding cats, 
service announcements, and all the daily preparations resulted in a trip of a lifetime for 
all who had the honour of participating. 
 

After cleaning the barracks, ensuring that we would “leave it as we found it”, we boarded 
the bus and headed for Schiphol airport. We discovered four Veterans on our flight, and 
Brad Hampson soon made the acquaintance of each of them. He commandeered the in-

flight PA system, and sang a rousing rendition of “On the Road to Passchendaele” ably 
supported by the remaining 40 members of the band. Donald Corbett hauled out his 
pipes and played “Flowers of the Forest” as a final tribute to our old soldiers – a fitting 
end to a remarkable trip. 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

16 MAY 2015 
DRUM MAJOR COURSE 
CARLETON UNIVERSITY 

 

The 2015 Drum Major Course, sponsored jointly by the RCMP and the Canadian 
Armed Forces, was held from 12 to 16 May on the Carleton University campus 
and from all reports was a resounding success. Participants came from across 
Canada representing the Vancouver Police Department P&D, RCMP “K” Division 
(Edmonton) P&D, RCMP “F” Division (Regina) P&D, Halton Regional Police 
P&D, Durham Regional Police P&D, 2 RCHA (Petawawa) P&D, and three 
representatives from the Band of the Ceremonial Guard in Ottawa. 
 

The course syllabus included four intensive days of lectures and practical training 
with a final day of assessment and practical testing. The reactions of the 
participants were: (1) it was the hardest course they had ever been on; (2) it was 
the best organized and taught course they had ever been on; (3) it left each 
participant with a sense of accomplishment/achievement; (4) it promoted the 
attainment of a high degree of camaraderie; and (5) participants would readily 
recommend the course to others (novice and experienced alike). 
 

Each of the student Drum Majors nervously went through their paces for the final 
assessment/practical exam on the Saturday morning with a composite pipe band 
of the RCMP “National” Division and the Ottawa Police Service serving as the 
duty band for the final test of what they had learned over the course of the week.  
 

The instructors for the 2015 Drum Major Course were Capt Dave Rennie 
(Ceremonial Guard – former D/M Scots Guards), D/M Rod Macleod (National 
Division P&D), D/M Graham Muir (National Division P&D), D/M Brad Hampson 
(Ottawa Police P&D), and P/M Graeme Ogilvie (National Division P&D). D/M 
Macleod, as the Course Co-ordinator, put in an extraordinary amount of time and 
effort into this first running of a standardized course. It was a solid success and is 
now the foundation of a national training program for Drums Major. 
 

 



 

 



 

 

12 JUNE 2015 
CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY – RELAY FOR LIFE 

MILLENNIUM PARK - ORLEANS 



 

 

 
13 JUNE 2015 

ALS WALK 
CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM 

 



 

 

20 JUNE 2015 
EASTERN ONTARIO FIREFIGHTER ASSOCIATION GAMES 

WINCHESTER ON 
 



 

 

20 JUNE 2015 

CHEO TEDDY BEAR PICNIC 
RIDEAU HALL 

 



 

 

24-28 JUNE 2015 
SUNSET CEREMONIES 

 



 

 



 

 

01 JULY 2015 
FORT HENRY PAN-AMERICAN 

CULTURAL FESTIVAL 
EVENING RETREAT 

KINGSTON ON 
 

Fort Henry and Kingston were chosen in 2015 to represent the Ontario Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport as the key location for the Pan-American/Parapan AM 
Celebrations. In a salute to the games, Fort Henry hosted a five-day event called “Fort 
Henry’s Pan American Cultural Festival” which ran from the 1st to the 5th of July at the 
Fort Henry National Historic Site of Canada. The objective of the Festival was to offer a 
unique program of events that would showcase the natural beauty and historic setting of 
Fort Henry. The Festival was designed to garner awareness and interest in the Pan Am 
Games by celebrating the musical and performance culture and heritage of Pan Am 
Nations, to further position Fort Henry and the St Lawrence Parks Commission as 
leaders in new event development/production in Eastern Ontario, and to make a positive 
economic impact in the region aiding community partners and sponsors. Canada Day 
featured an “Evening World Heritage Sunset Ceremony” with the RCMP “National” 
Division Pipes, Drums and Dancers chosen to be the signature Canadian performers, 
providing an evening show on the Fort parade square during the Sunset Ceremony. 

 



 

 



 

 

05 JULY 2015 
TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER – SENTRY DUTY 

NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL 
 

For the second time in its history, the RCMP posted the sentry at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. The first time was 05 July 2013 (with Ceremonial Guard pipers). The 
date is significant to the Force as it is the day that Sergeant Arthur Herbert Lindsay 
Richardson of the North-West Mounted Police won the Victoria Cross in action during 
the Boer War. With the RCMP posting the guard, the RCMP Pipes and Drums this time 
provided the solo pipers to escort the sentries on/off each shift. Each guard contingent 
consisted of the commander, a solo piper and two sentries. 
 

A full day of rehearsal was held the day before at the Ceremonial Guard (CG) summer 
barracks, Carleton University, for the RCMP contingent of eighteen Regular Members 
and three RCMP pipers (P/Sgt Donald Corbett, P/Sgt Gilbert Young and Jenny Putinski). 
The CG coordinator was Capt David Rennie, a good friend of the band. The RCMP 
Guard Commander was Cst Peter Woolley. 
 

Beginning at 0857 hrs on the 5th, the first contingent were piped to the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier where the first two sentries were posted. Following the command 
“present arms”, the lament was played by the first piper, P/Sgt Donald Corbett. On 
completion, the piper and Guard Commander returned to the start point. With the 
exception of the lament played only to begin the first posting and to complete the last 
posting (P/Sgt Gilbert Young), this activity was repeated every hour until 1700 hrs.  
 

Standing Sentry at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is one of the highest honours for 
any Unit. As well as an opportunity to honour NWMP Sgt Richardson, this summer 
Public Duty was also an excellent opportunity to highlight the strong relationship that 
exists between the RCMP and the Canadian Armed Forces. 
 



 

 

05 JULY 2015 
TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER – SENTRY DUTY 

NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 JULY to 01 AUGUST 2015 
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES 

MAXVILLE ON 
 
 

A future Prime Minister on the campaign trail 
wearing his mother’s Sinclair tartan (appropriately red). 

 



 

 

01-29 AUGUST 2015 
ROYAL EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 

SCOTLAND 
[D/M Graham Muir] 

 
The Road to Edinburgh.  Participation in the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo is by 
invitation only. For the RCMP Pipes & Drums, the call came in 2013 in the form of formal 
correspondence from the Tattoo Production Manager, Mr Steve Walsh MBE, to the 
RCMP Executive Director of Public Affairs at National Headquarters, Ottawa. The 
Edinburgh Tattoo production staff is not prone to unnecessary risk and they effectively 
scout the acts and talent that comprise each Tattoo, often years in advance. The RCMP 
Pipes & Drums came to their attention while performing at the Royal Nova Scotia 
International Tattoo (RNSIT) in 2012, and then again at the Festival International de 
Musiques Militaire de Québec (FIMMQ) in 2013. 
 

About the Tattoo. The Edinburgh Tattoo is renowned as the best show of its kind in the 
world. Because it is, after all, a Scottish endeavour, the Massed Pipes & Drums have 
pride of place as both the opening and closing acts of the performance, with support 
given to other segments of the show. Performers from over 48 countries have taken part 
in the Tattoo and around 30 per cent of the audience, numbering roughly 220,000 each 
year, comes from abroad. About 100 million people see the Tattoo each year on 
international television. The theme of the 2015 Tattoo was “East meets West”, with a 
most most impressive infusion of eastern culture and music with the arrival of the 
People’s Liberation Army Band, the Lotus Dragon Dancer, also from China, and 
Bollywood Dancers from Delhi, India.   
 

Hitting the Ground Running.  The RCMP national pipe band program is unique to the 
extent that it is practiced in the art of forming composite bands, comprised of pipers and 
drummers selected from the various bands across Canada. In Edinburgh we were proud 
to have representation from all of our bands. The 
Band mustered at the University of Edinburgh, 
Pollock Halls Campus on Saturday 01 August. 
The day was spent settling in and tending to 
basic “creature comforts”. It was down to 
business on Sunday 02 August (right) with Pipe 
Major Wayne Moug, Pipe Sergeants Brian 
Morrison and Donald Corbett, and Drum 
Sergeant Bruce Neill gathering the team for mid-
morning chanter and drum pad practice. By the 
early afternoon, the pipes and drums were out, 
tuning had commenced, and the band was 
making music – mostly.   
 

The Rite of Passage to Opening Night.   Suffice to say, four days of rehearsal - 
Monday to Thursday - passed in a blur. Early to rise and late to bed and a bunch of 
blisters in between. The tattoo cast deployed to several venues in and around 
Edinburgh. Each of the performing elements worked on their own segment and then was 
brought together for integrated segments and to refine transitions from one show 
segment to the next. The Massed Pipes & Drums were based at Redford Barracks 
where, as the saying goes, “practice makes perfect”. The pursuit of excellence was 
established for the Massed Pipes & Drums at the outset of rehearsals. And so it went 



 

 

throughout the performance schedule. The first priority, on arrival at the Castle in 
advance of every show, was to muster on the upper ramparts to rehearse each and 
every element of the massed band tattoo repertoire. The bands were properly put 
through their paces, 200 pipers and drummers gathered in a broad circle playing the 
music - listening for “tone and pitch”’, perfecting “attacks and cut offs”, and rendering rote 
the transitions between tempos and tunes. 
 

From Opening to Closing Night.  The full run of Tattoo performances was completed - 
27 shows over 23 nights - pleasing the public and doing both Canada and the Force 
proud. There are no words to describe the feeling of parading as part of the Massed 
Pipes & Drums through the Portcullis Gate of Edinburgh Castle, over the drawbridge 
under the lights and through mist, and onto the Esplanade to the uproarious welcome of 
some 8,000 spectators that comprised the audience for each performance. 
 

The opening act of the Tattoo saw the Massed Band move on the march into a formation 
covering the Esplanade resembling the ancient Chinese yin-yang symbol. Easier said 
than done! This formation was intended to complement the Tattoo’s 2015 theme, “East 
meets West”, celebrating the strength and synergy of combined cultures. This act was 

comprised of seven minutes of non-stop music and 
movement. As the music reached its crescendo, the 
Massed Bands were joined by the Tattoo Highland 
Dancers and the Shetland Fiddlers. The Massed Bands 
then reformed to a spirited march, appropriately entitled 
“The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo” and 
countermarched off of the Esplanade with the Drum 
Majors offering their first salute of the evening to the 
VIPs.   
 

The Massed Pipes & Drums featured prominently in the 
Finale. An orchestral piece entitled “Fireworks” was 
commissioned especially for the Tattoo. The full brass 
ensemble of the Tattoo, joined by the pipes and drums, 
delivered this remarkable musical tribute.  With the 
Castle wall back-lit behind the Finale cast, an incredible 
display of fireworks punctuated the music itself marking 
the end of the Tattoo program.   
 

And last to leave the Esplanade was the Massed Pipes & Drums. If there is one thing 
that spectators come to see in this storied place, it’s the pipes and drums on the march 
playing “Scotland the Brave” and “The Black Bear”. The crowd was not to be 
disappointed. The Massed 
Bands paraded the length of 
the Esplanade, counter-
marched back to the Castle, 
countermarched one last time 
with Drum Majors saluting the 
VIPs as the band exited the 
Esplanade and continued 
playing down the Royal Mile – 
a signature event in its own 
right. 
 



 

 

All Work and Some Play.  The RCMP band worked hard and played hard. For many, 
performing at the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo was a “bucket list” thing – especially 
among the older folk. Everyone certainly came to do their best, but also came to see the 
sights and to enjoy the fellowship and shared experience that underpins the motivation 
to play the music and represent the Force. Once the early days of rehearsal were done, 
and everyone had settled into the “garrison” routine, there was ample opportunity to 
relax, although it was always a late evening return to quarters in Pollock Halls. The 
RCMP were clustered in adjoining buildings known as Fraser Court and someone in their 
infinite wisdom decided to co-locate al the police pipe bands so our brothers and sisters 
from Australia and New Zealand lived among us. All to say, everyone enjoyed each 
other’s company, told stories til the wee hours, and sampled (mostly) moderate amounts 
of the local brew. 
 

In Conclusion.  There can be no better validation of a job well done than a return 
invitation. And such was the case. Upon returning to Canada the RCMP was soon in 
receipt of correspondence from the Tattoo’s production staff welcoming us back. And 
that will be another story. Mission accomplished!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The yin-yang formation. 

Tattoo rehearsal, Redford Barracks.  Tuning on the upper ramparts of Edinburgh Castle. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A typical scene of post-tattoo R&R in residence. The center of the front rank of the 

Massed Bands on the march. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Rear row (L-R): Lorne Clifford (A), D/Cpl Dominique Castonguay (A), Arthur 
Melanson (H), D/Sgt Darryl Lim (A), Ross Whyte (H), Iain Tait (A), Michael Sears 
(H), Jonathan Verrett (C), John Mills (E), Mike Johnson (K), Jeff Leblanc (A), 
Daryl Fowlie (A) 
 
Front row (L-R): P/M Wayne Moug (H), D/Sgt Bruce Neill (F), Catherine 
MacKinnon (C), Marie-Eve Valiquette (C), Derek Smith (E), Robin Reid (E), P/Sgt 
Donald Corbett (A), Sherry Moutal (E), Rachelle Renaud (A), Jenny Putinski (A), 
Pat Fox (J), P/Sgt Brian Morrison (H), D/M Graham Muir (A) 



 

 

22 AUGUST 2015 
NORTH LANARK (ALMONTE) HIGHLAND GAMES 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

11-12 SEPTEMBER 2015 
TRENTON SCOTTISH & IRISH FESTIVAL 

 
In 2015 the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers were invited to be a 
feature act at the annual Trenton Scottish & Irish Festival. There 
was a Friday Night Tattoo, and the plan for Saturday was a morning 
parade followed by the Festival opening ceremonies/massed bands, 
individual performances and a final closing ceremony/massed band. 
Unfortunately some of the Saturday events were cancelled due to monsoon rains, but 
everyone stayed flexible and made the most of the opportunities that were offered. 
 

Other pipe bands performing over the weekend were the City of Barrie PB, the Air Force 
City PB, 8 Wing Trenton PB, the Port Hope Legion PB, and the Oshawa Legion PB. 
 

The organizing committee was very kind in their letter of appreciation saying “Thank you 
for getting your bands so well prepared so rehearsal was as painless as it was. I can 
honestly say the Parting Glass went off very well – better than in Virginia where we had 
a week of rehearsals! The exceptional musicianship, dancing, and professionalism of the 
entire corps was well noted by all the performers and audience members. I think the end 
product was quite good and the audience certainly LOVED it.  So thank you again so 
much for your effort.” 
 

As noted above, the highlight for many was the massed band finale rendition of the 
“Parting Glass” with the Steel City Rovers. A video is still available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-1jMMhMiGc 



 

 

27 SEPTEMBER 2015 
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL 

PARLIAMENT HILL 
 
As with every second year, in 2015 the annual National Executive Council (NEC) 
meeting of the RCMP Community Bands of Pipes & Drums was held in Ottawa.  
This allowed another large composite RCMP pipe band to participate in the 
Canadian Police and Peace Officer memorial ceremony on Parliament Hill with 
representation from “H” Division (Halifax), “J” Division (Moncton), “C” Division 
(Montréal), “National” Division (Ottawa), “F” Division (Regina) and “K” Division 
(Edmonton). Unfortunately the main steps of the Supreme Court of Canada 
Building were under re-construction so it was not possible to get as “polished” a 
group shot as would have been liked – but still a good keepsake, as with 54 
members on parade, it was one of the biggest RCMP composite bands in the 
short history of the program. 



 

 

10 NOVEMBER 2015 
RCMP VETS AGM – LEIKIN HQ MESS 



 

 

11 NOVEMBER 2015 
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

ORLEANS LEGION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

01 NOVEMBER 2015 
RCMP PIPE BAND REGIMENTAL DINING-IN 

ARMY OFFICERS’ MESS – OTTAWA 
 
 

2015 KEN THORTON AWARD – MIKE LONG 
 

It was again fortunate to have Ken 
Thornton in attendance at the annual 
Regimental Dining-In, and thus able to 
present the Ken Thornton Award in 
person. For 2015, the recipient of the 
award was a very much deserving 
Mike Long. Aside from his exceptional 
contribution to the band trip to the 
Netherlands (and the inch thick paper 
file to go with it), he quietly worked 
behind the scenes doing much of the 
hard slogging on a number of band 
regimental dinners, multiple rounds of 
clothing orders for regular duties and special occasions, and a great deal of his 
time and energy over the past year working with Charles Armstrong and the 
Board to review by-laws, SOP’s and the band budget. Mike also took the initiative 
to take private instruction to improve his playing ability to add to his contribution 
to the pipe section. True to the spirit of volunteering by members of the RCMP 
Pipe Band, he was quick to respond to the need for volunteers at the Glengarry 
Highland Games in 2015. Demonstrating exceptional commitment, motivation, 
perseverance and cooperation, Mike was an easy choice as the 2015 recipient of 
the Ken Thornton Award.  
 

THANK YOU PRESENTATIONS 
 

MARGARET STRUTH “THE THORNTON SALUTE” 
 

BURNETTS & STRUTH HIGHLAND REGALIA DRUM SCORE COMPOSED BY 
MAKER OF EVERY RCMP KILT, IN  D/SGT BRUCE HEWAT, PERFORMED 
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE BAND SINCE 1998  BY BRUCE & JEFF LEBLANC



 

 

11 APRIL 2015 
ARMY BALL 

75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE CANADIAN ARMOURED CORPS 
HILTON LAC LEAMY, GATINEAU PQ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Front Row (L-R)  Isabella Maestri, Melanie Lemieux, Kerry 
McDougall, Alayna Giles 

Back Row (L-R)  Olivia Allan, Jordan Panter, Kelsey 
Campbell, Brianna Campbell, Alyssa McCormick 

 

 



 

 

11 MARCH 2015 
SENATE OF CANADA 

PAGE SWEARING-IN CEREMONY 
PRESENTATION OF “M. LE PRÉSIDENT / MR SPEAKER” 

 
As commissioned by the Usher of the Black Rod, RCMP Supt (Ret’d) Greg Peters, the 
pipe march “M. le Président / Mr. Speaker”, a musical piece honouring the position of 
Senate Speaker, was composed by Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie of the RCMP Pipes and 
Drums. The office of the Speaker of the Senate was established at the time of 
Confederation in 1867 when the Senate was created as the Upper House of Canada’s 
Parliament. The Speaker of the Senate is 4th on the Table of Precedence for Canada. 
 

The march was composed to be reflective of the Speaker of the Senate and in particular 
the Speaker’s working quarters. The current Speaker’s Chambers, built on the model of 
a 16th century English Tudor great hall, contain incredible details carved in both the 
masonry and carpentry, including oak screens filling the archways and broad boards of 
teak separated by thin strips of inlaid ebony line the floor. These details evoke a ship’s 
interior and deck. The Chambers and, in a broader sense, the position of Speaker of the 
Senate are metaphors that draw upon the “ship of state” and its navigation through 
treacherous waters. For this reason, this composition reflects certain musical elements 
of “Heart of Oak”, the official march of the British and Canadian Navies. This tune will be 
used in all future events and ceremonies involving the Speaker of the Senate. 



 

 

08 AUGUST 2015 
NAVAN FAIR PARADE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

01 JULY 2015 
FORT HENRY PAN-AMERICAN CULTURAL FESTIVAL 

KINGSTON ON 
 


