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No major travel… but a busy year at home.  For the first time since 2004, the 
RCMP pipe band did not have at least one major trip on the calendar. Given the 
hectic schedule of years previous, and big trips coming ahead in 2015, it was a 
good time for the band to catch its breath. Of course, that did not mean the year 
was quiet by any stretch of the imagination. The band still participated in 42 
events over the course of 2014 and contributed to an additional 75 solo events. 
 
2014 saw some extremely important garrison functions that kept the band in the 
forefront over the year. The band participated in a dedication ceremony at the 
RCMP National Memorial Cemetery (Beechwood) for a new Mountie statue, 
paraded on Parliament Hill for the National Day of Honour recognizing veterans 
of the Afghanistan conflict, joined in with an RCMP composite pipe band for a 
nationally aired RCMP funeral in Moncton NB, combined with the Ottawa Police 
Service pipe band for the 25th anniversary of International Policing for National 
Peacekeepers Day, and performed at the 10th anniversary of the establishment of 
the RCMP National Memorial Cemetery (Beechwood). 
 
The signature moment for the band in 2014 was performing for the Princess 
Royal, Princess Anne, at the RCMP Stables on 10 November 2014, at which time 
she was presented a gift of RCMP tartan. 
 
The total band numbers remained reasonably constant over 2014, but as with 
other years there always seemed to be a continuous stream of arrivals and 
departures. There were seven departures over the year (four pipers, two sides, 
one drum major), but the band gained four new arrivals over the same period 
(three pipers, one side). Especially encouraging was having eleven new 
applicants out in September, six of whom did stay on as RCMP band members. 
 
Highland Dancers.  The RCMP Highland Dancers also remained very stable for 
numbers throughout 2014, and saw no change to their management team. After 
a couple of quiet years, the dancers again became extremely involved with the 
band, with good numbers out to many events over the year. In 2014, the Dance 
Captain did successfully explore the possibility of an association with the dancers 
of the Ottawa Police Service to support each others’ performances, hence 
making sure there would always be good numbers available to both bands. 



 

 

 
Practice Facility.  On 10 January 2014 the band received a message indicating 
that PWGSC was signalling their intent to close access to the Mess (Vanier) as of 
the 1st of February 2014. The Commanding Officer was contacted to intercede on 
behalf of the band and interim space was investigated at the new General Mess 
at the Leikin Drive Headquarters. 
 
A temporary stay at Vanier was allowed, but the re-location of the RCMP pipe 
band and dancers to the Nadon Building, General Mess, was set in motion for 
Tuesday 01 April 2014. Finding another location that met the criteria of combining 
size, space and access issues, as well as keeping it to Tuesday nights, was 
conspiring against the band. Because the Leikin Mess was inside the operational 
confines of the Nadon Building, and the resulting security concerns, this was still 
considered an interim solution and assurances were given by the Commanding 
Officer that there would be appropriate facilities and space for the band/dancers 
at the 440 Coventry Rd facility in 2015 once Election Canada had vacated the 
building (leaving it solely to the RCMP). 
 

National Program.  In 2014, the RCMP Strategic Partnerships & Heritage 
Branch (SP&HB) was still working towards a common understanding of how 
funding to the bands and composite band deployments would be normalized 
program-wide. A final solution to these efforts was eagerly anticipated. A new 
draft of the National Policy & Procedures document was distributed in September 
2014, and a new RCM Police Pipe Band Drill Manual was adopted as a technical 
document framing the national standard for band and Drum Major drill. Also 
approved by the NEC and the Corps Sergeant Major was the awarding of gold 
maple leaves added to the red serge tunic, in a similar manner to RCMP regular 
members who have gold stars on their tunics to recognize five year increments of 
service. For National Division, these maple leaves were first presented by the 
Commanding Officer to those who had achieved five and ten year status at the 
2014 band/dancer Christmas party. 

 
2014 Canadian Terror-Related Incidents.  2014 saw the tragic murders of two 
Canadian Forces servicemen, Warrant Officer Patrice Vincent (Military Fire 
Fighter) at Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, and Corporal Nathan Cirillo (Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders of Canada (Princess Louise’s)), who was guarding the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the National War Memorial in Ottawa. The 
sadness, and the consequences, were felt across the country. 
 
In the aftermath of these killings, the RCMP Corps Sergeant Major, Darren 
Campbell, announced that, following consultation with all Divisional Warrants 
Officer and Contract and Aboriginal Policing, changes were made to the Order of 
Dress for memorial ceremonies and other similar events where RCMP members 
would be appearing in public. Of particular note, when attending ceremonial 
duties, including the upcoming Remembrance Day ceremonies, all Regular 
Members would now be dressed in Full Review Order, including side arm. 
 



 

 

It was also recognized that full situational awareness was required at all future 
events, even when armed. Proper risk assessments were to be conducted for all 
events and an appropriate level of armed over-watch was required, even if it 
meant a smaller ceremonial presence to ensure adequate resources. 
 
A joint communiqué was provided to RCMP Veterans and RCMP pipe bands with 
a common direction regarding the security protocols that were required, and to 
confirm the requirements regarding the wearing of the Red Serge tunic at any 
time. Although the threat environment eventually was downgraded, for member 
safety and for the safety for members of the public, the requirement for protective 
presence and armed over-watch has continued, including venues such as 
performances by the Musical Ride where armed over-watch has continued in 
effect since 2014. 

 
 

BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2014 
 

Drum Majors:  Rod Macleod, Graham Muir, Mark Watson 
 

Pipers:  George Andras, Charles Armstrong, Casey Cerson, Fraser Clark, P/Sgt 
Donald Corbett, Sandy Creber, Bill Fairlie, Wendy Finan, Matt Goral, Gord 
Hagar, Greg Jarry, Mike Long, Grant Lynds, Alain Marion, Steve McDermid, Mike 
Motyl, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Bev Quinn, Jenny Putinski, Rachelle 
Renaud, Iain Tait, Mike Ward, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt. 
 

Drummers:  D/Cpl Dominique Castonguay (side), Brian Creber (bass), Lisa 
Ducharme (side), Charles Dumaresq (side), Daryl Fowlie (side), Joel Frenette 
(tenor), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side), Jeff Leblanc (side), D/Sgt Darryl Lim (tenor), 
Aaron Loughran (side), Daniel Mandin (tenor), Gary McDermott (tenor), Iain 
Ogilvie (side), Sylvie Perron (side), Pamela Reid (tenor). 
 
Performance highlights 2014: 

• St Patty’s Day Parade – Montréal PQ 
• Goral School of Highland Dancing Fundraiser – Kemptville 
• Perley-Rideau Concert 
• RCMP Veterans Dedication Ceremony – Beechwood 
• Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto 
• National Day of Honour – Parliament Hill 
• RCMP Funeral – Moncton NB 
• 25th Anniversary International Policing – National Peacekeepers Day 
• Redblacks Football Game - Opening 
• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill 
• 10th Anniversary RCMP National Memorial Cemetery – Beechwood 
• Princess Royal Presentation – CPC Stables 

 

Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and 
funerals, retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions.  
The tempo for solo events continued to be very high in 2014 with a total of 75 
different events taking place over the course of the year. 



 

 

 

2014 Band Events 
(number of band members participating in brackets) 

 

01 Jan 2014 RCMP New Years Levee (18) 
11 Feb 2014 RCMP Medals Parade – Canada Aviation Space Museum (16) 
16 Mar 2014 St Patty’s Day Parade – Montréal (15) 
25 Mar 2014 Perley-Rideau Concert (28) – with dancers 
05 Apr 2014 Andrea Goral Dance School Fundraiser (25) – with dancers 
04 May 2014 Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (28) 
09 May 2014 National Day of Honour – Parliament Hill (21) 
29 May 2014 RCMP Awards and Recognition Ceremony (3) 
01 Jun 2014 Madonna Church Parade and Mini-Concert (23) – with dancers 
01 Jun 2014 Muscular Dystrophy Walk (4) 
07 Jun 2014 RCMP Veterans Assn Dinner – Westin Hotel (12) – with dancers 
08 Jun 2014 RCMP Veterans Dedication Ceremony – Beechwood (19) 
08 Jun 2014 RCMP Veterans Assn Performance – CPC Stables (17) – with dancers 
10 Jun 2014 RCMP Funeral – Moncton NB (15) 
13 Jun 2014 Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (9) 
14 Jun 2014 ALS Walk – War Museum (16) 
15 Jun 2014 100th Anniversary Ormstown PQ Agricultural Fair (6) 
20 Jun 2014 Lions Club Benefit – Rideau-Carleton Raceway (18) – with dancers 
21 Jun 2014 CHEO Teddy Bear Picnic – Rideau Hall (13) – with dancers 
25 Jun 2014 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
26 Jun 2014 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
27 Jun 2014 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
28 Jun 2014 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
29 Jun 2014 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
01 Jul 2014 Canada Parade and Ceremony – Merrickville (27) 
01 Aug 2014 Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (26) 
09 Aug 2014 Navan Fair Parade (17) 
10 Aug 2014 25th Anniversary Int’l Policing – National Peacekeepers Day (18) 
23 Aug 2014 North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (19) 
31 Aug 2014 Warrior’s Day – Coe Hill ON (21) 
06 Sep 2014 “Ride the Rideau” for Cancer Research (16) 
06 Sep 2014 Grace Presbyterian Homecoming Weekend (13) – with dancers 
26 Sep 2014 Redblacks Football Game – Opening (27) – with dancers 
28 Sep 2014 Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (29) 
03 Oct 2014 Beau’s Oktoberfest Parade – Vankleek Hill (18) – with dancers 
09 Oct 2014 RCMP Long Service Medal Ceremony (4) 
16 Oct 2014 Centre de Services a la Famille – Vanier (8) – with dancers 
19 Oct 2014 10th Anniversary RCMP National Memorial Cemetery – Beechwood (18) 
23 Oct 2014 Small Schools Summit – Cornwall ON (14) – with dancers 
10 Nov 2014 Princess Royal Presentation – RCMP Stables, CPC (28) 
11 Nov 2014 Remembrance Day Service – National War Memorial (6) 
11 Nov 2014 Remembrance Day Service – Orleans Legion (18) 



 

 

29 MARCH 2014 
RCMP PIPES, DRUMS AND DANCERS 

HALL OF HONOUR 
PARLIAMENT OF CANADA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
FRONT ROW [left to right]  Dance Captain Alyssa McCormick, Drum Corporal 
Dominique Castonguay, Drum Sergeant Bruce Hewat, Pipe Sergeant Gilbert Young, 
Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie, Assistant Commissioner Gilles Michaud, Usher of the Black 
Rod Greg Peters, Band Officer Graham Muir, Drum Major Rod Macleod, Pipe Sergeant 
Donald Corbett, Drum Sergeant Darryl Lim, Olivia Allan. 
 
SECOND ROW [left to right]  Isabella Maestri, Melanie Lemieux, Brianna Campbell, 
Rachelle Renaud, Brian Creber, Wendy Finan, Mike Ward, Jack Yourt, Mike Motyl, Bill 
Fairlie, George Andras, Sandy Creber, Kelsey Campbell, Jordan Panter, Alayna Giles. 
 
THIRD ROW [left to right]  Jenny Putinski, Bev Quinn, Casey Cerson, Steve McDermid, 
Daniel Mandin, Charles Dumaresq, Daryl Fowlie, Sylvie Perron. 
 
FOURTH ROW [left to right]  Charles Armstrong, Joel Frenette, Grant Lynds, Fraser 
Clark, Iain Tait, Iain Ogilvie, Matthew Goral. 
 



 

 

29 MARCH 2014 
SENATE OF CANADA 

PARLIAMENT 
 

Following the formal photograph of the band and dancers, the Usher of the Black 
Rod, RCMP Supt (ret’d) Greg Peters, graciously conducted a walking tour of the 
Canadian Senate and surrounding areas. Located on the eastern end of 
Parliament's Centre Block, it is most commonly known as the “Red Chamber” 
because it is decked out almost entirely in a royal red (versus the green of the 
House of Commons). It’s also known as the “Upper House” and, as coined by 
Prime Minister Sir John A. MacDonald, “the chamber of sober second thought”. 
 
Following the tour all band members and dancers were afforded the opportunity 
to have photos taken with the Usher of the Black Rod in front of the Senate 
throne. 



 

 

16 MARCH 2014 
ST PATTY’S DAY PARADE 

MONTRÉAL PQ 
 
Another large composite band of RCMP Pipes and Drums, comprising the “C” Division 
(Montréal) and “National” Division (Ottawa) pipe bands, as well as an RCMP marching 
troop, participated in the 2014 St Patty’s Day Parade in Montréal. The weather 
conditions for this parade were brutal. The temperature was approximately -22C with a 
wind chill of -30C. All pipe bands pulled out of the parade with the exception of the 
RCMP and Ottawa-based Sons of Scotland. But although the RCMP band marched in 
the parade as a favour to the organizers, only the drummers actually “played” as it was 
too insanely cold for trying to play the pipes. Small consolation the next day, P/M Phil 
Leblanc, of “C” Division, was able to report that the contingent had won the “Quinn 
Family Trophy” for Best Military Unit, a rather substantial trophy that was displayed in the 
lobby of “C” Division Headquarters for the next year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

25 MARCH 2014 
PERLEY-RIDEAU CONCERT 

 



 

 

05 APRIL 2014 
ANDREA GORAL AND DUART-DILLON SCHOOLS OF HIGHLAND DANCING 

FUNDRAISER for RYAN’S WELL 
ST MICHAEL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, KEMPTVILLE 

 
The Andrea Goral and Duart-Dillon Schools of Highland Dancing put on 
their third annual fundraising recital on Saturday 05 April 2014 with all the 
monies collected going towards the charity “Ryan’s Well”.  The Ryan’s Well 
Foundation grew from the commitment of one boy, Ryan Hreljac, who 
learned of the great need for clean and safe water in developing countries 
in his first grade class. With the support of friends, family and the 
community, in 1999 at age seven, Ryan's first well was built at Angolo 
Primary School in northern Uganda. The Foundation was formed in 2001 
and by 2014 Ryan’s Well had helped build over 803 water projects and 

1012 latrines bringing safe water and improved sanitation to over 769,558 people. As 
with previous years, the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers were excited to have the 
opportunity to participate in the dance recital for this worthy cause. In the end, a total of 
$725 was raised for Ryan’s Well which was very much appreciated by the Foundation.  
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE GAEL 
RCMP PIPE BAND ARRANGEMENT 

 
In May 2013, as had become the norm, the Pipe Major circulated his ideas for the next year’s 
repertoire to the band leadership team seeking thoughts and recommendations. P/Sgt Donald 
Corbett pitched the idea of re-introducing The Gael, but with our own unique style, and shortly 
thereafter he began to create a new and very different arrangement. The most unusual and 
difficult part would be the idea of integrating a trumpet into the sound. At the Fall AGM, a plan 
was introduced to create a small team to perform the arrangement with the Perley-Rideau 2014 
show set as the goal for its debut performance. 
 

In late November, rehearsals began with the team of Donald Corbett, Charles Armstrong, 
Dominique Castonguay, Casey Cerson, Sandy Creber, Gord Hagar, Jeff Leblanc, Darryl Lim, 
Michael Long, Aaron Loughran, Steve McDermid, Graham Muir, Jenny Putinski, Rachelle 
Renaud, Iain Tait and Mike Ward all accepting the challenge of an arrangement that would really 
stretch their musical talents. 
   

The Gael has been performed in many guises by various pipe bands since its debut as the theme 
from the movie “The Last of the Mohicans”. This would be different, however, with an orchestral 
style arrangement including three unique bagpipe parts combined with trumpet and percussion 
lines (a total of 114 bars and nearly 5 minutes). In arranging the piece, Donald was aiming to tell 
a bit of the story from the book (or movie) and to do so, he set the piece into two movements. 
 

The opening movement (lento) presented the Mohican 
theme.  The story began in the Mohicans camp. The 
introductory percussion rhythm and pipe music painted a 
peaceful picture of water lapping on the lake shore 
and the general idyll of life without war. A solo trumpet 
played the main theme and then was joined by the pipes 
representing the rest of the tribe. The movement 
concluded with a short bridge containing the intro music 
and building to a military cadence from the side section. 
 

The second movement (allegro) introduced the French Army’s theme.  Here the French Army 
were met under the command of General Montcalm. The tempo was crisp and steady, but not 
overly quick. As the opposing sides approached and then clashed we heard both themes being 
played – one after the other – as each tried to gain the upper hand. In the end, this particular 

battle was won by the French and we heard the final call of the last of 
the Mohicans – again played on trumpet. 
 

The team successfully performed The Gael at the Perley-Rideau 
show and later the spring of 2014 in support of the Goral Dance 
School’s annual fundraiser. With the summer parade season rapidly 
approaching, and preparations for the Netherlands and Edinburgh on 
the horizon, the team members refocused their efforts on these new 
challenges, leaving behind memories of an extraordinary effort by an 
extremely gifted and dedicated group of musicians. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
09 MAY 2014 

NATIONAL DAY OF HONOUR 
PARLIAMENT HILL 

 

Canada’s National Day of Honour was a one-time event held 09 May 2014 on 
Parliament Hill to recognize the end of the country’s mission in Afghanistan. It honoured 
the more than 40,000 Canadian Armed Forces members who served, and others who so 
valiantly contributed to that mission. The war took the lives of 158 Canadian soldiers and 
wounded more than 1,800 others. Seven Canadian civilians were also killed. 
 

As released in a statement by Prime Minister Stephen Harper, “Our troops demonstrated 
commitment, dedication and valour during the mission. To honour that exemplary 
service, I am very pleased to announce that 09 May 2014 has been declared a “National 
Day of Honour” by Royal Proclamation, in recognition and commemoration of Canada’s 
military mission in Afghanistan. Through this National Day, Canadians will have the 
opportunity to reflect on the courage and sacrifices made by our soldiers.” 
 

The National Day of Honour began with a breakfast reception hosted by True Patriot 
Love for families of the Fallen, select military guests, and parliamentarians. Following the 
breakfast reception a service was held in the Senate chamber for Families of the Fallen. 
The culmination of the morning was a massive parade on Parliament Hill with veterans, 
military, police and Other Government Departments, followed by a program to recognize 
the sacrifice of Canadian soldiers and families. Also included in the day were static 
displays and a flypast of CF aircraft. The VIPs for the Parliament Hill ceremony were the 
Prime Minister, the Governor General and the Chief of Defence Staff. 
 

Bands participating in the event were the Central Band of the Canadian Armed Forces, 
the R22eR Band, the 2 RCR Pipes and Drums, the RCMP Pipes and Drums, the Ottawa 
Police Service Pipes and Drums, and the Corrections Services Pipe Band. The RCMP 
and OPS pipe bands were a combined 43 strong for the parade. 
 

For five members of the “National” Division Pipes and Drums, this ceremony had a very 
personal meaning as they themselves had proudly served their country in Afghanistan: 
Gord Hagar, Mike Long, Mike Motyl, Graham Muir and Mike Ward. 



 

 



 

 

01 JUNE 2014 
MADONNA DELLA RISURREZIONE (MDR) 
ITALIAN FESTIVAL 



 

 

07 JUNE 2014 
RCMP VETERANS ASSOCIATION DINNER 

WESTIN HOTEL 
 

The RCMP Veteran’s Association is the oldest of its kind in Canada. It was 
formed as the North West Mounted Police (NWMP) Veterans’ Association in 
Calgary Alberta in 1886. Its constitution was ratified in 1901, dictating that an 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) would be held to elect/appoint officers and 
directors to its Board, to advance and ratified resolutions for the betterment of the 
Association, and to promote fellowship for veterans and their families. 
 

The RCMP Veterans’ Association is comprised of some 40 “divisions” or chapters 
across Canada with a total membership of approximately 5,000 members. The 
Ottawa Division is one of the largest with more than 500 members. By 
convention, the Executive Committee of any division may petition the National 
Board for the opportunity to host an AGM. These arrangements are made a long 
time in advance with each AGM typically “years in the making”. The Ottawa AGM 
in 2014 was reportedly one of the best on record – high praise for what is 
considered the social highlight of the year for Association members across 
Canada. Helping to make the night the special event that it was, the RCMP 
Pipes, Drums and Dancers put on a 30-minute performance for the Vets Gala 
Dinner at the Westin Hotel. 
 

The Ottawa Division is next scheduled to host the AGM in 2023, which happens 
to be the Force’s 150th Anniversary year. It will be, without doubt, one of many 
celebratory events that the Pipe Band and Dancers will participate in over the 
course of that year. 

 



 

 

08 JUNE 2014 
RCMP VETERANS DEDICATION CEREMONY 

RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY - BEECHWOOD 
 

On the morning of Sunday 08 June 2014, the RCMP Pipes and Drums played for 
an opening Ecumenical Service at the Beechwood National Memorial Centre 
“Sacred Space”. Following the service, the band led a processional, moving 

guests to the unveiling of a new Memorial 
Statue at the RCMP National Memorial 
Cemetery. The bronze figure on the statue 
was fashioned after one of the “fallen four” 
at the Mayerthorpe RCMP Memorial Park 
in Alberta. At the conclusion of the 
ceremony at Beechwood, the band moved 
to the Musical Ride Reception Centre, 
CPC, where they, and the highland 
dancers, put on a small performance for 
the gathering of RCMP Vets. 



 

 

10 JUNE 2014 

RCMP FUNERAL 
MONCTON NB 

 
CST DOUGLAS LARCHE 

CST DAVE ROSS 
CST FABRICE GEVAUDAN 

 
 
On 04 June 2014, a 24 year old Moncton resident shot five officers from the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, killing three and severely injuring two. Cst Dave 
Ross, Cst Fabrice Georges Gevaudan, and Cst Douglas James Larche were 
gunned down after responding to a report of a man with firearms in a residential 
neighbourhood in the northwest area of Moncton. A manhunt followed and 
continued overnight, through 05 June, and on the 6th the suspect was found and 
taken into custody. 
 

The shooting was both Moncton’s first homicide since 2010 and the deadliest 
attack on the RCMP since the Mayerthorpe tragedy in 2005 which left four RCMP 
officers dead. 
 

Seven planes loaded with police officers from across Canada and the United 
States flew into Moncton on the morning of the service. Law enforcement officers 
from other countries, such as Great Britain, also flew in for the funeral. A massive 
parade of RCMP members/employees and law enforcement agencies took place 
before the funeral, led by a massed police pipe band consisting of members from 
“J” Division (Moncton), “H” Division (Halifax), “C” Division (Montréal), “National” 
Division (Ottawa), the Ottawa Police, Toronto Police and Correctional Services.  
 

A full regimental funeral followed in the Moncton Coliseum for Cst Ross, Cst 
Gevaudan and Cst Larche, with all preparations overseen by former National 
Division Commanding Officer, A/Commr François Bidal. Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper, Opposition Leader Tom Mulcair, Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau and 
Governor General David Johnston were among the mourners. A private 
internment for each member followed the public funeral service. 



 

 

 
 



 

 

21 JUNE 2014 
CHEO TEDDY BEAR PICNIC – RIDEAU HALL 

 
For the first time, the RCMP Pipes, Drums and 
Dancers were invited to participate in the CHEO 
(Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario) Teddy 
Bear Picnic at Rideau Hall. The picnic is an 
amazing treat for thousands of children, which 
Rideau Hall graciously hosts each year. 

 

The Teddy Bear Picnic is the Governor General’s way of thanking the community 
for the incredible support that CHEO receives each and every year. The glorious 
surroundings and the hospitality shown by the staff of Rideau Hall helps bring the 
thank you event to an incredible level that is worthy of the outstanding support 
the people of Eastern Ontario and Western Québec provide to help care for our 
greatest resource, our children and our youth. 
 

It was an honour for the band and dancers to be given the opportunity to perform, 
and feedback from the organizing committee shared how much the families and 
children enjoyed the show on the main stage. As they wrote, the participation of 
the band and dancers was so very much appreciated by all the children, youth 
and families who rely on CHEO, and the doctors, nurses, researchers and staff 
who care for them all. 



 

 

15 JUNE 2014 
100th ANNIVERSARY ORMSTOWN AGRICULTURAL FAIR 

ORMSTOWN, QUÉBEC 
 

The Ormstown Fair celebrated its 100th 
anniversary in June 2014. What started 
off as a livestock exhibit for the village in 
1909, and became a fair in 1914, is now 

one of Québec’s “not to be missed” summer events. Its reputation for 
livestock exhibitions, equestrian events and agricultural and farm equipment displays 
has made it a good opportunity for people to reconnect with their families’ country roots. 
 
To help celebrate the long running event, the fair decided to put on a massed pipe band 
demonstration akin to a Friday night Maxville Tattoo, and in the spirit of the special 
anniversary hoped to bring together a one hundred strong pipe band on parade – their 
own “100 bagpipers band”. 
 
Pipe Major Wanda Goundrey of the Elgin & District Pipes and Drums, out of  Huntingdon 
Québec (and ex-Pipe Major of the “C” Division Pipes and Drums), found herself in 
charge and as well as calling upon the pipe band talent in the province of Québec, also 
enlisted the help of the RCMP National Division Pipes and Drums, given a very close 
relationship that had been maintained since her time with the Montréal RCMP band, and 
our in-depth knowledge of the running of the massed bands for the Glengarry Highland 
Games. 
 
By keeping to the KISS principle and with lots of advance planning, the indoor tattoo 
went off amazingly well and the full house gave the bands a long standing ovation on the 
completion of the show. It was a tremendous afternoon giving the audience a little pomp 
and circumstance mixed with superb pipe band music. After all was done, the bands 
were hosted at a reception with great camaraderie, plentiful home-made sandwiches and 
some very welcome beverages. It would be hard to think of a day better spent. 



 

 

25-29 JUNE 2014 
SUNSET CEREMONIES 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE OF CANADA 
3 CADET WING BAND MASTERS 
(GRAEME OGILVIE, KEN MacKENZIE, NEIL ANDERSON) 
1 CADET PIPER 
(CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF – GENERAL TOM LAWSON) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G GARTH and BRAD HAMPSON 

  
 CHARLES ARMSTRONG (RCMP) 
 SGT MARTHE JOBIDAN 
 (CENTRAL BAND) 
 WITH CAVALRY TRUMPETS 
 
 



 

 

01 JULY 2014 
CANADA DAY PARADE, MERRICKVILLE 

 
 
 



 

 

01 AUGUST 2014 
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES – FRIDAY NIGHT TATTOO 

MAXVILLE ON 
 
 



 

 

09 AUGUST 2014 
NAVAN FAIR PARADE 



 

 

10 AUGUST 2014 
25TH ANNIVERSARY INTERNATIONAL POLICING 

NATIONAL PEACEKEEPERS DAY 
OTTAWA 

 
The National Peacekeepers' Day Ceremony occurs 
annually at the “Reconciliation” Monument on Sussex at 
St Patrick, with 2014 marking the 25th anniversary of the 
International Police Development Program. Given that it 
was an especially well attended weekend in celebration 
of the 25th anniversary, attracting several hundred police 
peacekeeping veterans from all missions past to present, 
a much larger police contingent than normal formed on 
the Sunday morning and permission was granted by the 
City of Ottawa to parade as a unit, led by a composite 
RCMP and Ottawa Police Service Pipe Band, from the 
National War Memorial to the Reconciliation Monument 
for the ceremony to follow. 



 

 

31 AUGUST 2014 
WARRIOR’S DAY 

COE HILL ON (KAWARTHA HIGHLANDS) 
 

The Coe Hill Warrior’s Day is a unique chance for the public to see the 
technology that Canada and its allies have used during 100 years of military 
history. It is also an opportunity to meet people whose unbridled passion brings 
that history to life. 
 
The RCMP Pipes and Drums had been invited for a number of years but due 
primarily to a conflict with the FIMMQ festival in Québec City had not been able 
to attend. In 2014 band was finally able to participate and as the Warriors Day 
Committee wrote afterwards, “The RCMP Pipe Band was impeccable which we, 
the Warriors Day Committee, fully appreciated. We must congratulate you all. 
You were the highlight of our parade”. 
 
Also joining the RCMP Pipes and Drums in the parade, and at the subsequent 
memorial ceremony, were the North Hasting Highlanders Pipe Band and the 
Hastings & Prince Edward Regiment Pipe Band. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ARMY WELCOMES 
AIR FORCE 
TO HIS TURF!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

14 SEPTEMBER 2014 
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL SERVICE 

DEPOT DIVISION, REGINA 
 

Every second year the National Executive Council (NEC) of RCMP Community 
Bands of Pipes & Drums meet at Depot Division, Regina for their annual general 
meeting. Having all the band management teams convening on the Saturday of 
the RCMP memorial weekend conveniently allows them to supplement the host 
“F” Division pipe band for the subsequent parade and service the following day. 
 

In 2014, the NEC members contributed to parading a band with 42 members, a 
significant number also achieved in part due to the friends of “K” Division 
Edmonton making a very long journey to deliver a bus full of another twenty 
players! The Corps Sgt Major and the Depot Sgt Major both pronounced this year 
to be one of the best memorial parades on record and credited the large pipe 
band with providing the “wow factor”.  
 
 
 



 

 

26 SEPTEMBER 2014 
REDBLACKS FOOTBALL GAME 
LANSDOWNE PARK, OTTAWA 

 
The Canadian Football League (CFL) Ottawa Redblacks organization contacted 
the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers concerning the potential to help with 
providing the “fan experience” at the 26 September football game, including pre-
game, half-time and post-game ceremonies and events. 
 

The band was to be involved in providing a pre-game “March to the Bleachers”, 
the concept being for the fans to gather at/near the Aberdeen Pavilion and then 
parade to the stands, which they envisioned becoming a tradition for the team. 
The band participated in the opening ceremonies and then the full band and 
dancers provided the half-time entertainment at mid-field of Lansdowne Park. 
Some music as the fans left was the finale to the band’s participation. 
 

Although it all made for an unforgettable night, the highlight of the experience 
was during warm-ups watching Alyssa McCormick catch a “touch down pass” in 
the end zone from one of the Redblack players. Awesome display of athletic 
ability!! 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

 

03 OCTOBER 2014 
6th ANNUAL BEAU’S OKTOBERFEST 

VANKLEEK HILL ON 
 
The RCMP Pipes and Drums led the opening parade and ceremony on 03 Friday 
2014 for the Beau’s Oktoberfest held in Vankleek Hill. The parade ran for about 
one kilometre from “downtown” to the Fair Grounds. Once at the Fair Grounds, 
the band was joined by the highland dancers to help open the Oktoberfest 
festivities. The important stats from the two-day event were as follows: 
* 19,288 people attended 
* 710 kegs of 13 Beau’s beers 
* 62 casks of beer from other ON/PQ brewers 
* $106,000 benefitting 15 local charities 
including The Ottawa River Keepers, 
The Royal Canadian Legion, Operation Come 
Home, and Rethink Breast Cancer.   



 

 

19 OCTOBER 2014 
10TH ANNIVERSARY 

RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY - BEECHWOOD 
 
The RCMP National Memorial Cemetery at 
Beechwood was officially dedicated in October 
2004 in partnership between the Ottawa Division 
of the RCMP Veterans’ Association and the 
Beechwood Cemetery Foundation. For the 10th 
anniversary, there was a non-denominational 
service at the Memorial Centre Sacred Space, 
followed by the pipe band leading a parade to 
the national cemetery. The senior officer at the 
10th anniversary memorial service and laying of 
wreaths was RCMP Commissioner Bob Paulson. 
Honoured guests included Grete Hale and 
Commissioner (ret’d) Giuliano Zaccardelli. 



 

 

10 NOVEMBER 2014 
PRINCESS ROYAL PRESENTATION 

RCMP STABLES – CANADIAN POLICE COLLEGE 
 
Her Royal Highness Princess Anne, the Princess Royal, and her husband Vice-Admiral 
Sir Tim Laurence, arrived in Ottawa on 10 November 2014 for what was expected to be 
a largely sombre, two-day visit. When the visit was announced in September it was billed 
as a celebration of everyday heroes, including veteran police officers and aboriginal 
youth. However, it took on new meaning before her arrival with the deaths of two 
Canadian soldiers in terror-related incidents. "I think we especially remember the two 
servicemen, Warrant Officer Patrice Vincent and Corporal Nathan Cirillo, who were 
recently killed in the service of their country," the Princess Royal said as she was 
welcomed at Rideau Hall. "And we will always honour the sacrifice they made on behalf 
of us all." 
 

The main purpose of their visit was to attend the National Remembrance Day service 
and take part in a ceremony to rededicate the National War Memorial. The inscription, 
"In Service to Canada — Au service du Canada," was added to the memorial to 
recognize all men and women in service, past, present and future. The dates of the 
Afghanistan mission and the South African War were also added. 
 

After landing in Ottawa on the 10th of November, the Princess attended a formal awards 
ceremony at the Canadian Police College, during which she was appointed an 
Honourary Deputy Commissioner of the Force. 
 

Following that ceremony, accompanied by Superintendent Cook and Deputy 
Commissioner Armstrong, as an avid rider she was then taken to the stables housing the 
RCMP Musical Ride horses. The RCMP Pipes and Drums were invited to participate in 
the Princess Royal visit to the stables, where the band would present her a gift of RCMP 
Tartan. Pipe Major Wayne Moug, Chair of the National Executive Council (NEC) of the 
RCMP Community Bands of Pipes & Drums program, made the presentation to Her 
Royal Highness on behalf of the seven RCMP pipe bands from across the country. 
 

During her visit to Canada commemorating the 125th Anniversary of the RCMP in June 
1998, HRH Princess Anne presented the Certificate of Accreditation of the newly minted 
RCMP Tartan to (then) Deputy Commissioner Terry Ryan, Commanding Officer of the 
Atlantic Region, in Fredericton, New Brunswick. That ceremony marked the inauguration 
of the RCMP national band program. A gift of the RCMP tartan back to the Princess 
Royal seemed most appropriate. 
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11 NOVEMBER 2014 
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

ORLEANS LEGION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

11 NOVEMBER 2014 
NATIONAL REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL – OTTAWA 
 

As a result of some preliminary informal discussion, the RCMP Pipes and Drums 
received a request from the Canadian Forces to provide one file of RCMP/Ottawa 
Police, including one Drum Major, for the Massed Pipe Band at the National War 
Memorial on 11 November 2014. 
 
It was felt that the CF and police forces were at an appropriate juncture to 
showcase the solidarity of the combined Canadian security services, especially 
given the launch of “Op Impact” which was specifically designed to stop the types 
of attacks that took place earlier in the year at the National War Memorial and in 
Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, Québec. There was also an historic precedent in 2014 
with the respective police forces and the military, and respective pipe bands, 
participating side-by-side at the National Day of Honour held on Parliament Hill 
09 May 2014 to recognize the joint efforts in the war in Afghanistan. 
 
So in 2014 the RCMP Pipes and Drums split forces, with one contingent playing 
at the Orleans Legion for their Remembrance Day service and a second 
contingent, consisting of D/M Graham Muir, P/M Wayne Moug, Mike Long, Mike 
Ward, Fraser Clark and D/Sgt Darryl Lim participating at the National War 
Memorial with the combined pipe bands of the Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa 
and the Air Command. 
 



 

 

01 NOVEMBER 2014 
RCMP PIPE BAND REGIMENTAL DINING-IN 

ARMY OFFICERS’ MESS – OTTAWA 
 
 

2014 KEN THORTON AWARD – JEFF LEBLANC 
 
The 2014 recipient of the Ken 
Thornton Award, presented by Ken 
Thornton himself, was Jeff Leblanc. 
Jeff had been an extraordinary 
contributor throughout the years he 
had been with the band. He was 
among the most consistent 
participants attending parades and 
practices, and he was always 
volunteering extra time outside of 
practice to work with side drummers 
and tenor drummers who wanted 
additional practice. He had also been a very positive voice within the drum corps, 
and with the band management team, sharing positive thoughts and ideas 
regarding how best to move the group forward, and providing concrete actions to 
support both D/Sgt Hewat and D/Cpl Castonguay. For a number of band events 
Jeff was required to act as lead and he did so both capably and cheerfully. Jeff, 
by exemplifying a team player through exceptional commitment, motivation, 
perseverance and cooperation, was exactly what the Thornton Award was meant 
to reward.  
 
 

THANK YOU PRESENTATIONS 
 

DOUG STRUTHERS A/COMMR GILLES MICHAUD 
OUT-GOING MAYOR COMMANDING OFFICER 
MERRICKVILLE-WOLFORD NATIONAL DIVISION 



 

 

11 FEBRUARY 2014 
RCMP MEDALS PARADE 

CANADA AVIATION AND SPACE MUSEUM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

07 DECEMBER 2014 
BAND AND DANCER CHRISTMAS PARTY 

HIGHLAND DANCERS AND THEIR ABLE PROTÉGÉS 



 

 

15 MAY 2014 
BRUCE DENNISTON BONE MARROW – CHARITY GOLF 

 
The Bruce Denniston Bone Marrow Society 
was named after Cst Bruce Denniston, an 
RCMP member who was diagnosed with 
leukemia in 1987. Although a positive donor 
match was eventually found for Bruce, 
unfortunately the disease had ravaged his 
body for too long and he was unable to 
recover from the transplant. The Society 
depends on contributions of individuals and 
corporations to improve the odds of survival 
for patients needing stem cell or marrow 
transplants. The Society also continues to 
raise money to help the Registry find donor 
matches as quickly and effectively as 
possible. The RCMP Pipe Band regularly 
contributes their piping and “athletic” talents 
to the annual Ottawa Chapter golf 
tournament held at the Meadows Golf and 
Country Club. 

 
 

BEV QUINN 
EASTERN ONTARIO CHAMPION SUPREME 

INTERMEDIATE PIOBAIREACHD 
(photo 1st place Kingston Celtfest, May 2014) 

23 SEPTEMBER 2014  
CANADIAN CLUB  
FAIRMONT CHÂTEAU LAURIER  
JACK YOURT & JASON KENNEY  



 

 

14 APRIL 2014 
ARMY BALL 

HILTON LAC LEAMY, GATINEAU PQ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Front Row (L-R)  Alyssa Nuttall, Jennifer McDougall, 
Jordan Panter, Melanie Lemieux, Isabella Maestri 

Back Row (L-R)  Brianna Campbell, Anna Gregory, Alayna 
Giles, Kelsey Campbell, Olivia Allan 

 

 



 

 

14 JUNE 2014 
ALS WALK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANADIAN ARMED FORCES PROGRAM – SOLIDER ON 
 

It’s a rare thing for RCMP Pipe Band members to “down 
instruments” and take up a saddle and bridle in support of the 
RCMP Musical Ride.  But that’s exactly what Graham Muir and 
Gord Hagar did as volunteer facilitators on the Force’s inaugural 
course in partnership with “Soldier On” in 2014. Soldier On 
worked with the RCMP to give its members the opportunity to 
spend a week at the RCMP Musical Ride stables. The “Saddle 
Up” course provided members with a safe place to try something 
new and connect with people that have faced similar challenges 
during their time in the CAF. 
  

“Soldier On” contributes to the recovery of ill and injured CAF 
members and veterans by providing opportunities and resources 
through sport, recreational, and creative activities. Since 2007, 
Soldier On has supported close to 7,000 ill and injured members 
using sport and physical recreational activities to enable social 
support, build confidence in their abilities and realize their full potential. Many ill/injured members 
credit Soldier On with helping in their recovery, overcoming their challenges, opening doors to 
other life opportunities, and assisting in their transition to civilian life. 
 

Course participants learned to groom, feed, and ride the same horses that perform in the Musical 
Ride. Many of the members had no prior horse experience and were thrilled for the opportunity to 
learn from the Musical Ride staff. The goal of the course was to have fun; however, many 
members found healing and peace with the horses. The RCMP has run this course every year 
since inception and will be introducing a similar program in 2021 to support its own members 
dealing with “Operational Stress Injuries” (OSI). 
 

As an aside, our RCMP pipe band links to Soldier On go even deeper than just the support to 
Saddle Up described above. From 2012 through 2016 the program was run under the authority of 
our very own Drum Major, Commodore Mark Watson who, as Director General and CEO of the 
Canadian Forces’ Morale and Welfare Services was responsible for the entire program, including 
fundraising efforts that supported over 50 camps per year. Mike Ward, as Chief Operating Officer, 
and ambassador for Support Our Troops, facilitated program scheduling and a range of 
fundraising efforts across Canada. 


