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Continuation of big events, international travel.   The band participated in 38 
events over 2013 and 85 solo events. Although the concerts were smaller this 
year, for the Andrea Goral and Duart-Dillon Schools of Highland Dancing and the 
Perley and Rideau Veterans’ Health Centre, the travel was as significant as in 
previous years. The band performed with an RCMP composite band at UN 
Headquarters and for the St Patrick’s Day parade in New York City, was part of a 
composite group that was the feature pipe band at the Festival International de 
Music Militaires de Québec in Québec City, and once again travelled to the New 
Hampshire Highland Games & Festival in Loon Mountain as the weekend Duty 
Band for another International Drum Major Contest. A great way to finish off the 
performance part of the year in style was Ken Thornton’s 95th birthday bash in 
Creemore, Ontario. 
 
The band continued to gain strength in 2013. Although there were six departures 
over the year (one drum major, two pipers, two tenors, one bass), the band 
gained fourteen new arrivals over the same timeframe (five pipers, five sides, two 
tenors and two bass). 
 
The band management team saw two changes in 2013. RCMP Sgt Rod Macleod 
was welcomed back after a five-year sabbatical to resume his position as a band 
Drum Major, to assist with the Quartermaster functions, and to provide a liaison 
with the RCMP. For a second year in a row the drum corps made a sizeable gain 
in numbers and to help with the respective workload, Dominique Castonguay 
was appointed a new Drum Corporal. 
 
Highland Dancers.  The RCMP Highland Dancers experienced a small shift in 
their management team in 2013 with Alyssa McCormick moving into the lead role 
and Karen Walsh taking a step back into a more advisory role. It was still very 
much a team effort, though, and the dance team didn’t skip a beat. After a quiet 
year in 2012, the goal of the dancers moving forward was to be more involved 
with the band and that started off with a bang in May 2013 with the dancers 
hosting an extraordinarily well received “Ceilidh at Cartier Square” at the Cartier 
Square Drill Hall downtown Ottawa. The energy from that event set the tone for 
the rest of the year for the band and dancers.  
 



 

 

National Division.  Although the announcement had been made in 2012 at the 
“A” Division Change of Command parade, the RCMP officially renamed its “A” 
Division to National Division on the 3rd of June 2013 and formalized its mandate 
to lead “sensitive investigations” (frauds on the government of Canada) and 
major corruption files, both domestic and international. 
 
Practice Facility.  In early 2013 the band learned that there was an emergent 
point of conflict between the RCMP and PWGSC [Public Works] as it related to 
use of space at the Nicholson Building (Vanier) that would impact on continued 
use of the General Mess. The crux of the issue was PWGSC’s claim of 
ownership and, hence, de-facto right to charge rent for occupied space. Direct 
contact was made with the RCMP’s senior property management folks to clarify 
where the band stood and the band was given assurances that the status quo 
could be maintained in the short term. An active offer of service to re-locate the 
band in existing RCMP holdings in Ottawa was made by the new Commanding 
Officer.  The importance of immediate and long-term accommodation needs 
affected both practice venue and quartermaster stores. Criteria for a relocation 
scenario were: (1) Unencumbered public access to practice venue and stores; 
(2) Central Ottawa location; (3) Large common area for full band practice, with 
adjoining break-out rooms for pipers/drummers/dancers; (4) Secure area/room 
for quartermaster stores, co-located with practice venue; (5) Access to indoor 
area suitable for drill/marching. One thing that was still certain was the band 
would not be moving to the new Headquarters at Leikin. 
 
National Program.  In 2013 a number of major announcements were made that 
affected close partners/friends of the pipe band. The first came advising that 
effective 01 October 2013 Mr J. Greg Peters would be appointed the Usher of the 
Black Rod (replacing Cape Breton native, and former Air Command piper, Kevin 
MacLeod). RCMP Supt Peters had been the Director Strategic Partnership & 
Heritage Branch, and as such, was directly influential on all things related to the 
band. As noted by Prime Minister Harper, “Mr. Peters’ wealth of experience in the 
areas of ceremonial and protocol operations with the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, as well as his appreciation for our parliamentary institutions will enable 
him to serve with distinction in the Senate of Canada”.  
 
Following Mr Peters’ new appointment, it was announced that RCMP Corps 
Sergeant Major (CSM) Mike Coté was commissioned to the rank of Inspector and 
would assume the position of Director Strategic Partnership & Heritage Branch. 
His replacement as the CSM was Darren Campbell, coming to Ottawa from “E” 
Division (Vancouver). Both Insp Coté and CSM Campbell were already good 
friends of the pipe band and very knowledgeable about the national pipe band 
program. With CSM Campbell’s arrival, in particular, this marked the beginning of 
a much closer working relationship with the CSM’s office and, by extension, the 
National Warrants Program (all division sergeants major). This paid dividends in 
terms of consultation on, and cooperation in support, of regimental ceremonial 
events across the Force. 



 

 

 
BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2013 

 

Drum Majors:  Rod Macleod, Graham Muir, Mark Watson 
 

Pipers:  Mo Aller, Charles Armstrong, Casey Cerson, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, 
Sandy Creber, Wendy Finan, Matt Goral, Gord Hagar, Wilkie Kushner, Mike 
Long, Grant Lynds, Alain Marion, Steve McDermid, Mike Motyl, Graham Muir, 
P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Bev Quinn, Jenny Putinski, Rachelle Renaud, Iain Tait, 
Mike Ward, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt. 
 

Drummers:  Judy Benvie (tenor), Dominique Castonguay (side), Brian Creber 
(bass), Lisa Ducharme (side), Charles Dumaresq (side), Heather Fairbairn (side), 
Daryl Fowlie (side), Joel Frenette (tenor), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side), Jeff Leblanc 
(side), D/Sgt Darryl Lim (tenor), Aaron Loughran (side), Daniel Mandin (tenor), 
Gary McDermott (tenor), Sylvie Perron (side), Pamela Reid (tenor), Matt Ruttan 
(side), Rick Snedden (side), Kendra Towns (tenor), Robb Towns (bass). 
 
 
Performance highlights 2013: 

• Goral School of Highland Dancing Fundraiser – Kemptville 
• Perley-Rideau Concert 
• UN HQ Performance – New York City 
• St Patty’s Day Parade – New York City 
• Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto 
• Dancer’s Ceilidh – Cartier Square Drill Hall 
• Festival International de Music Militaires de Québec – Québec City 
• New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival – Loon Mountain 
• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill 
• Ken Thornton 95th Birthday – Creemore ON 

 

Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and 
funerals, retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions.  
The tempo for solo events continued to be very high in 2013 with a total of 85 
different events taking place over the course of the year. 
 
Of particular note were the following performances: Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Medal Ceremony – RCMP Reception Centre, P/M Graeme Ogilvie; wedding in 
Lisbon Portugal, Gord Hagar; Inauguration of National Division, Graham Muir; 
RCMP Funeral – Insp Eric Fillion, Jack Yourt and Jeff Leblanc; RCMP Funeral – 
CSM Gibley, P/Sgt Gilbert Young; Re-dedication of RCMP National Memorial 
(Leikin), P/Sgt Donald Corbett. 

 

 



 

 

2013 Band Events 
(number of band members participating in brackets) 

 
 

01 Jan 2013 RCMP New Years Levee (8) 
22 Jan 2013 RCMP Medals Parade – Canada Aviation Space Museum (14) 
22 Jan 2013 OSAA Defense Attache Mess Dinner – Army Officers Mess (6) 
02 Feb 2013 St Michael’s HS – Goral Dance School Fundraiser (19) – with dancers 
09 Mar 2013 Funeral – Kativik Police Cst Déry (Ottawa) (17) 
12 Mar 2013 Perley-Rideau Concert (27) – with dancers 
14 Mar 2013 St Patty’s Day Parade and UN HQ – New York City (15) 
28 Apr 2013 MS Walk – Tunneys Pasture (17) 
05 May 2013 Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (32) 
07 May 2013 Defense Attaches – International Cuisine Night (10) 
11 May 2013 Dancer’s Ceilidh – Cartier Square Drill Hall (20) – for dancers 
15 May 2103 NHQ Awards and Recognition Ceremony (4) 
26 May 2013 Madonna Church Parade and Mini-Concert (23) – with dancers 
28 May 2013 Concert – Orchard View Living Centre (24) – with dancers 
02 Jun 2013 Muscular Dystrophy Walk (17) 
14 Jun 2013 Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (12) 
14 Jun 2013 ALS Walk – War Museum (22) 
26 Jun 2013 Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers 
27 Jun 2013 Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers 
29 Jun 2013 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
30 Jun 2013 Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers 
01 Jul 2013 Canada Parade and Ceremony – Merrickville (32) 
29 Jul 2013 Little League Championship Opening – Kemptville (25) 
02 Aug 2013 Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (30) 
08 Aug 2013 2 MP Regiment CoC Rehearsal – Connaught (4) 
08 Aug 2013 2 MP Regiment Change of Command – Connaught (13) 
10 Aug 2013 Navan Fair Parade (23) 
12 Aug 2013 International Re/Max Conference Opening – Conference Centre (17) 
17-26 Aug 2013 Festival International de Music Militaires de Québec – Québec City (15) 
17 Aug 2013 Funeral – RCMP CSM Gilbley – Beechwood (10) 
24 Aug 2013 North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (18) 
07 Sep 2013 Grace Presbyterian Homecoming Weekend (20) – with dancers 
19-22 Sep 2013 New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival – Loon Mountain (19) 
29 Sep 2013 Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (28) 
19 Oct 2013 Ken Thornton 95th Birthday – Creemore ON (7) 
11 Nov 2013 Remembrance Day Service – Orleans Legion (25) 
28 Nov 2013 NHQ Awards and Recognition Ceremony (4) 
09 Dec 2013 Funeral – Cst John Zivcic (Toronto Police Services) (6) 

 



 

 

22 JANUARY 2013 
RCMP MEDALS PARADE 

CANADA AVIATION AND SPACE MUSEUM 
 



 

 

02 FEBRUARY 2013 
ANDREA GORAL AND DUART-DILLON SCHOOLS OF HIGHLAND DANCING 

FUNDRAISER for COMMUNITY LIVING NORTH GRENVILLE 
ST MICHAEL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, KEMPTVILLE 

 
The Andrea Goral and Duart-Dillon Schools of Highland Dancing put 
on their second annual fundraising recital on Saturday 02 February 
2013 with all the monies collected going towards the charity 
“Community Living North Grenville”. As with the year previous, the 
RCMP Pipes and Drums were extremely happy to participate in the 
exciting dance recital, and this time were also joined by their own 
highland dance team. A total of $889 was raised for Community 
Living North Grenville making it another exceptionally worthwhile 
endeavour for all involved.  

 
A video of “Epic” & “Maintiens le Droit” from this concert is available on Youtube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5B-VrVIRskU&t=64s 

 



 

 

09 MARCH 2013 
KATIVIK REGIONAL POLICE CST STEVE DÉRY 

FUNERAL - OTTAWA 
 

 
Kativik Regional Police Cst Steve Déry, a young constable gunned down in 
northern Québec, was remembered at his funeral at Ottawa’s Notre Dame 
Cathedral Basilica on the 9th of March 2013 as a community-minded "Superman" 
who packed a tremendous amount of living into his 27 years. 
 
Steve Déry, a three-year veteran of the Kativik Regional Police Service – his first 
policing job – was shot and killed the previous week while answering a call at a 
home in the community of Kuujjuaq (formally 
known as Fort Chimo, a Hudson’s Bay 
Company outpost on Ungava Bay in the 
Nunavik region of Québec). More than 800 
police officers marched in procession behind 
the RCMP pipe band up Sussex Drive as 
Déry was accorded full police honours in the 
national capital, his hometown. 
 
He was the second of three boys born to a 
former RCMP officer, and he also had a 
cousin on the national police force in New 
Brunswick. One of Déry's brothers was a 
firefighter in the city of Ottawa. Despite the 
massive crowd, the service felt like an 
extremely intimate funeral. A fellow police 
officer, family friend Robert Leclerc, struggled 
to read a letter written by the slain 
constable's father, Gilles Déry, who called his 
son a "great police officer”. “You are a hero. 
You are so complete at 27 years of age," 
wrote his admiring father. 



 

 

14-17 MARCH 2013 

UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS 
ST PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 

NEW YORK CITY 
 

The RCMP in Nova Scotia (“H” Division) were asked to provide a marching troop and 
pipe band for the 2013 New York City St Patrick’s Day Parade. Response from “H” 
Division was very strong and it was anticipated that approximately 100 regular members 
of the Force were willing to travel to this event at their own cost. At the request of the 
Commanding Officer of “H” Division, A/Commr Alphonse MacNeil, the National 
Executive Council (NEC) of the pipe band program agreed to augment the “H” Division 
Pipes & Drums by mustering a composite band in support of the marching troop. 
 

This was the first time that the RCMP would participate in this world-renowned event and 
in the words of the Chairman of the 2013 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, “If you think you are 
excited, your excitement cannot match ours at the thought of having what we would 
consider as one of the premier marching units in the world in our parade. Add to that that 
you will be bringing your Pipes and Drums, Wow!!! Please extend our extreme thanks at 
considering this wonderful across the border exchange.” 
 

Band members checked into the Millennium UN Plaza Hotel on Thursday 14 March, 
right across from the United Nations Headquarters. Then on the Friday afternoon the 
band and dancers had the privilege of performing at, and attending afterwards, a 
reception at the UN Headquarters. On Saturday the 16th the band mustered at East 45th 
Street and Fifth Avenue and unfortunately, given the size of this parade, meant about a 
three-hour wait before its turn to step off. Which under normal circumstances would have 
been difficult, but 2013 saw a late winter storm blow through the area and the adverse 
winter conditions made for a hard stand followed by a very snowy/wet parade. The first 
few sets were “scary” as frozen fingers and instruments didn’t respond the way one 
would want, but with a bit of blowing/movement things quickly got quite a bit better. On 
the whole, it was an incredible experience. It’s the events that challenge that lead to the 
best stories, though, and in this case an iconic photo of the composite RCMP Pipes and 
Drums playing down New York City’s famous Fifth Avenue in the midst of a blizzard. 
 

The icing on the cake was being advised 22 March by the St Patrick’s Day Parade NYC 
Bands and Music Chairman Joe Haneman that the RCMP had been awarded the “Best 
in Parade Trophy”. Doesn’t get any better than that. 



 

 



 

 

21 MARCH 2013 
FUNERAL – GUELPH POLICE CST KOVACH 

 
Cst Jennifer Kovach, 26, died 14 March 2013 when 
her cruiser crossed the centre line and collided with a 
Guelph Transit bus. She was responding to another 
officer’s call for assistance at the time. She was the 
daughter of Gloria Kovach, a long-time city councillor 
and former president of the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities. 
 
Church bells tolled as residents watched a massive 
police procession, led by a large massed band of 
police pipes and drums, march solemnly through the 
city’s downtown core toward the Sleeman Centre, where a public funeral was 
held for the Guelph police officer. 
 
Cst Scott Grover, Kovach’s supervisor for the previous two and a half years, 
asked those gathered to “mourn the loss and celebrate the life” of an officer he 
called “a hero in life, not in death.” 
 
Ontario’s Lieutenant-Governor, David Onley, who was among the thousands who 
packed the arena, said Kovach was an inspiration. “When a police officer dies in 
the line of duty it affects us all. Jennifer represented the virtues we admire most 
as a province and a nation, the virtues of duty and courage.” 
 
Said Guelph Police Chief Bryan Larkin, “She knew its risks and rewards and she 
accepted the sacrifices that are demanded of those who have dedicated their 
lives to service. She was living her passion and fulfilling her childhood dream that 
she worked diligently to perfect her craft.”  



 

 

11 MAY 2013 
“CEILIDH AT CARTIER SQUARE” 

CARTIER SQUARE DRILL HALL, OTTAWA 
 
Given that the band and dancers were not 
planning a Dominion Chalmers concert for 
2013, the dancers offered to organize a 
Ceilidh that would be held at the Cartier 
Square Drill Hall downtown Ottawa. The goal 
would still be to put on an outstanding show 
and, at the same time, to raise money for the 
band and dancers. The idea of a Ceilidh was 
to make it a bit more relaxed and to have 
some fun (not that other concerts weren’t 
“fun”, but this type of evening dance/Ceilidh 
could be a lot less stressful organizing!!). It 
would also provide something "different" than 
just another concert. 
 

The world famous Brigadoons, who are in the Glengarry Celtic Music Hall of 
Fame, agreed to join in on the fun, and perform with the RCMP dancers who had 
a new choreography to Ken MacRae’s tune called "Ontario" that the Brigadoons 
had performed for the Queen. So the invitation went out for an RCMP Ceilidh to 
be held at the Cartier Square Drill Hall on Saturday 11 May 2013. 
  

What a grand night it turned out to be. The event was sold out and the dancers 
(in particular Karen Walsh, who was the lead organizer for the event) could be 
very proud of the huge accomplishment. Not only did it go extremely well, and 
monies were raised for the band and dancers – it succeeded at the main goal for 
the evening – everyone had fun!! 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

28 MAY 2013 
ORCHARD VIEW LIVING CENTRE, GREELY 

 
 

Following on the band/dancer performance in 2010 at the Orchard View Living 
Centre in Greely, the band and dancers were asked again about the potential for 
doing an hour concert in their retirement home for late May 2013. As in 2010, the 
performance was going to be inside, but lessons learned from the previous 
performance meant the chairs for the residents were place at an appropriate 
distance away from the band this time. 
 
A bonus for this 2013 performance was that there was a connection between 
some of the band members and residents of the home, which made for more 
intimate feel to the evening. As was said in a thank-you letter from the OVLC, “It 
was a special evening and we are all so impressed with your group of highly 
talented people! We enjoyed this tremendously and it was so nice that your 
people recognized some of our residents.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

28 APRIL 2013 
MS (MUSCULAR SCLEROSIS) WALK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

02 JUNE 2013 
MD (MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY) WALK



 

 

26-30 JUNE 2013 
SUNSET CEREMONIES 

 



 

 

01 JULY 2013 
CANADA DAY PARADE, MERRICKVILLE 

 
 
 



 

 

29 JULY 2013 
LITTLE LEAGUE ONTARIO MINOR DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIP 

KEMPTVILLE ON 
 

 
The RCMP Pipes and Drums were in 
Kemptville on 29 July to be an integral 
part of the Opening Ceremonies for the 
2013 Little League Ontario Minor 
Division Championship. As noted by 
KDLL President Jim Wiggins, “We are 
absolutely thrilled to have the world 
famous RCMP Pipes and Drums 
opening the Championship. They are a 

national treasure and to have them agree to participate in the opening of the 
provincial Championship is a reflection of how important this tournament is.” This 
was an important sporting event, not just for young baseball players from across 
Ontario, but also for the citizens of North Grenville and they were so honoured 
with the band’s participation. The 2013 Little League Ontario Minor Division 
Championship was played 
from 29 July to 02 August 
with the best nine and ten 
year old baseball players 
from all across Ontario 
competing in the major 
championship series. Over 
3000 spectators were also 
present for the extremely 
special five-day event. 
 



 

 

02 AUGUST 2013 
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES – FRIDAY NIGHT TATTOO 

MAXVILLE ON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 AUGUST 2013 
NAVAN FAIR PARADE 



 

 

08 AUGUST 
2 MP REGIMENT CHANGE OF COMMAND 

CONNAUGHT RANGES - NEPEAN 
 

The 2 MP (Military Police) Regiment Change of Command took place on the 
Connaught Ranges parade square the afternoon of Thursday 08 August 2013 
recognizing the change of command from Maj Vanessa Hanrahan to Maj Todd 
Somerville. The Reviewing Officer was LCol Brian Nekurak, Commander of the 
Canadian Army Military Police Group. The parade, involving 60 members in two 
platoons, also had the Regimental’s Honorary LCol, R.E. Hilton, participate in the 
transition of one Commanding Officer to the next. 
 

Due to a conflict with Fortissimo, the Regiment was not able to secure a military 
band for the parade, but given the close relationship between the military police 
and the RCMP, inviting the RCMP Pipes and Drums seemed a natural fit to 
support this ceremony. Given the close familial connection to the MP’s with Major 
Mike Motyl, a military police officer himself, serving as one of the band’s pipers, 
participating in this parade was a special honour and quickly accepted. 
 

A seminal moment in the RCMP National Division pipe band’s history took place 
at this Change of Command ceremony with the band going on parade for the 
very first time with a bugler – Charles Armstrong. The Regiment wanted a 
General Salute for the parade and so, Charles, with his bugle slung, went on with 
the pipe band and was able to do double duty. It was a moment from which the 
band, and Charles, have never looked back. 
 
 



 

 

17-26 AUGUST 2013 
FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL DE MUSIQUES MILITAIRES DE QUÉBEC 

QUÉBEC CITY 
 

The first FIMMQ held in Québec City, organized by the Canadian 
Army, was in 1967 for the 100th anniversary of the Canadian 
confederation. This year (2013) saluted the 15th anniversary of 
the Festival and gathered close to 700 musicians and 
participants. Over the week of activities it was estimated that the 
bands entertained over 200,000 people. As well as all the 

Canadian bands, there were also bands performing from Belgium, Germany, 
Chile, France and Russia. The special guests in 2013 were three soloists from 
the Russian Red Army Choir. 
 
This was the fourth, and final, time that an RCMP Composite Pipes, Drums and 
Dancers performed at the FIMMQ. The previous three times were in 2009, 2010 
and 2012. Unfortunately the FIMMQ ceased operations after the 2013 show. It 
was a huge disappointment to all who felt that this was one of the best 
exhibitions of military brass bands in existence. 
 
The RCMP Pipes and Drums participating in 2013 were from “H” Division 
(Halifax), “J” Division (Moncton), “C” Division (Montréal), “National” Division 
(Ottawa), “D” Division (Winnipeg), “K” Division (Regina) and “E” Division 
(Vancouver).  The RCMP Composite Pipes and Drums were also joined by 
dancers from “H”, “C” and “National” Divisions. As was the case the previous 
year, there were no other pipe bands participating other than the RCMP (and the 
local 78th Fraser Highlanders, Québec City Garrison). 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

19-22 SEPTEMBER 2013 
38TH NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND GAMES & FESTIVAL 

LOON MOUNTAIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A mini-band of the RCMP Pipes and Drums were invited to the New Hampshire 
Highland Games (Loon Mountain) in 2010 to be the duty band for an 
International Drum Majors Contest at which approximately 100 Drum Majors 
world-wide participated in two days full of competition and demonstrations. As a 
result of the very positive impression made in 2010 (and as the Guest Duty Band 
in 2011), the RCMP Pipes and Drums were again invited back in 2013 as the 
duty band for another running of the International Drum Majors Contest, and to 
perform at numerous functions at the Games and other related venues. 
 
Having learned a lesson from the previous visit to Loon Mountain, the band was 
given a slightly reduced schedule that was not quite as busy over this 3-day 
weekend as it was in 2011. As well as a little down time to explore the Games & 
Festival site, a much unexpected bonus for the weekend was extraordinarily 
warm temperatures that graced the Games, especially unusual for September in 
the mountains of New Hampshire. For 2013, the RCMP band was joined by two 
guest pipers, P/Cpl Greg Jarry and Jonathan Verrett from “C” Division Montréal. 
 
On the Friday morning, a small group participated in a school program on the 
parade square followed by the full band doing two back-to-back performances at 
noon, first in the main concert tent and then on the parade square. The afternoon 
saw the pipe band rehearse with a display team from the International School of 
Drum Majors under the direction of D/M Billy Jordan, with drum majors 
participating from the United States, Canada, Ireland, Scotland, Germany, 
Denmark, Holland and Australia. The drum major display team travelled with its 
own mini-pipe band, under the direction of P/M David Ogilvie, but were joined by 
the RCMP Pipes and Drums for all outdoor performances. 



 

 

 
Saturday morning the band played for the EUSPBA Drum Major Contest, put on 
a full show on the parade square and then led the way for all the other pipe 
bands in the opening massed band. Later in the afternoon the band played for a 
demonstration by the International School of Drum Majors and the RCMP then 
stayed on to act as the duty band for a special climax to the afternoon’s activities 
with over 70 drum majors marching on to the parade square to form a 
magnificent St Andrew’s Cross. The last play at the Games site that day was for 
the final massed bands. That evening the band performed for the “Saturday Night 
in Scotland” gala at the Beacon Resort. Sunday morning the much anticipated 
International Drum Major Contest was held, following which there was one more 
show for the band on the main parade square. Once the performing was all done, 
there was a photo op on the parade square with the Drum Majors, the Honorary 
Chieftain and various dignitaries, and then it was time to be on the way home. 
Tired, but another great trip to the Highland Games & Festival of Loon Mountain!! 
 



 

 

 



 

 

29 SEPTEMBER 2013 
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL 

PARLIAMENT HILL 
 

With the annual National Executive Council (NEC) meeting of the RCMP 
Community Bands of Pipes and Drums held in Ottawa Saturday 28 September 
2013, a large composite RCMP pipe band was able to participate in the National 
Memorial ceremony on the following day. The composite band was represented 
by all seven RCMP pipe bands across the county. “C” Division (Montréal) and “J” 
Division (Moncton) also came with additional members of their respective bands 
to allow the RCMP to put an impressive 56 band members on parade. 



 

 

19 OCTOBER 2013 
KEN THORNTON 95TH BIRTHDAY 

CREEMORE ON 
 
As it was for Ken Thornton’s 90th birthday bash, the venue for his 95th was the 
Creemore Legion. Ken, still going strong at 95, did most of the planning and 
arrangements for the event himself, hosting a sit-down dinner for approximately 
200 of his closest friends. Cocktails turned into dinner, after which the small 
contingent of the RCMP Pipes and Drums, led by Ken Thornton himself on the 
bagpipes, put on a little 15 minute show for the gathered audience.  As requested 
by Ken, one of the tunes played that night was a slow air called “Ken Thornton”, 
written in his honour by Scott Cameron, and published by Scott Williams 
Publishing. It was another exciting night with Ken Thornton providing an 
inspiration for all assembled. The next day he started the planning for this 100th. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

       Ken Thornton at 95….  With the ladies!! 



 

 

02 NOVEMBER 2013 
RCMP PIPE BAND REGIMENTAL DINING-IN 

ARMY OFFICERS’ MESS – OTTAWA 
 

 

Fresh off the heels of his extraordinary 95th birthday celebration in Creemore ON, 
Ken Thornton was back in Ottawa as a guest of the pipe band for the annual 
Regimental Dining-In. Ken took the occasion to present the band with a framed 
photo of all the pipers and drummers who had gathered with him in Creemore for 
the very special celebratory event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ken was also thrilled with the opportunity to present the “Ken Thornton Award”, 
given annually to the person in the band who best exemplifies a team player 
through exceptional commitment, motivation, perseverance and cooperation, 
serving as a role model for others in the band. For 2013 the very deserving 
recipient was piper, bugler, financial advisor and OCMDS Board Director-at 
Large, Charles Armstrong. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

11 NOVEMBER 2013 
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

ORLEANS LEGION 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

09 DECEMBER 2013 
FUNERAL – TORONTO POLICE CST JOHN ZIVCIC 

 
The 34-year-old Toronto Police Constable was 
answering an emergency call for an impaired driver at 
about 4 pm on 30 November 2013 when his 
unmarked squad car crashed, and he was ejected 
from the vehicle, suffering injuries that eventually 
proved fatal. He died on 02 December. Zivcic spent 
his entire, nearly six-year Toronto Police Service 
career at the Bloor Street West police division, the 
majority of it working as a traffic officer. 
 

A full funeral procession and police memorial service was held at the Toronto 
Congress Centre 09 December. The CN Tower was lit in blue in honour of Zivcic 
and as a tribute to Toronto police officers. While the service was attended by 
dozens of dignitaries, including Ontario Lieutenant-Governor David Onley and 
Premier Kathleen Wynne and both 
Toronto mayors (the titular Rob Ford 
and the functional Norm Kelly), it was 
a day reserved for the thousands of 
police officers in attendance. 
 
In a final act of generosity, his organs 
gave new life and hope to three 
recipients and their families. His 
kidneys would go to two people in 
Toronto. But his heart was difficult to 
match because of Zivcic’s rare blood type and the organ’s bulging size due to his 
6’5” frame. In Boston, a recipient was finally located and the heart successfully 
transplanted. “It is comforting to our family that somewhere out there John’s heart 
will continue to beat,” his brother said. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

06-11 MAY 2013 
DRUM MAJOR COURSE 

CARLETON UNIVERSITY, OTTAWA 
 

In 2013 the Ceremonial Guard (CG) was 
approached by the RCMP to assist in the 
training of either new Drum Majors or existing 
Drum Majors. The CG agreed to conduct 
training to prepare identified individuals to act 
in the capacity as a Drum Major with the 
course taking place at Carleton University 
over the period 07 to14 May 2013 under the 
exemplary leadership and skill of Captain 
David Rennie. 
 

The purpose of this initial course was to: (1) increase standardization for RCMP 
composite band events; (2) formalize instructional and mentoring processes; (3) 
apply the recently drafted RCMP Pipes and Drums Drill Manual; and (4) test the 
possibilities of formalizing future training prospects. 
 

The format of the Drum Major training encompassed all necessary Mace Drill 
from the most basic up to the more intricate movements of the State Walk in 
Slow and Quick Time, individual Drum Major Drill up to Senior Drum Major 
instruction, including voice culture and foot drill. The culmination of the training 
was a Drum Major Graduation Parade where all Drum Major skills were 
integrated into a pass-fail test incorporating all skills taught over the course of the 
week, with each Drum Major taking a Ceremonial Guard duty band through the 
various formations which would be typical of a normal parade square event.  
 
This first running of a drum major course was a resounding success allowing 
several RCMP and guest Drum Majors to participate, and to increase their skills, 
knowledge and capability of participating as Drum Majors. 
 
 



 

 

09 JANUARY 2013 
LOTS OF SIDE DRUMMERS AT PRACTICE!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 MAY 2013 
MADONNA DELLA RISURREZIONE (MDR) FESTIVAL 



 

 

12 AUGUST 2013 
INTERNATIONAL RE/MAX CONFERENCE 

OTTAWA CONVENTION CENTRE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 AUGUST 2013  
NORTH LANARK (ALMONTE) HIGHLAND GAMES 
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Mike Paterson, a native of New Zealand, took over the reins of 
the College of Piping and Performing Arts in Summerside PEI in 
2009 on the untimely passing of Scott MacAulay. Although he 
lived in Canada, Mike was probably best known for his work with 
the National Piping Centre in Glasgow, where he helped to 
produce that organization’s Piping Today bi-monthly magazine. 
Although neither a piper nor drummer, he held a doctorate in 
Scottish Studies from Glasgow University. In 2013 he contacted 
the RCMP Pipes and Drums asking if the band would be willing to 
be the subject of a feature in the extremely prestigious magazine. 
It came to fruition in their October-November issue. 



 

 

THE FINAL TOUR – 52 YEARS LATER 
CHARLES ARMSTRONG 

 
The “bugle boy” story officially ended 
in 1968 at age 22. I grew up in a home 
that had trumpets as well as a piano. 
My father in his pre-war days was a 
competitive trumpet player and I must 
conclude that is why I started playing. I 
started playing trumpet at age 12 and 
was overly keen. I played all through 
high school and university. Starting 
with the summer after Grade 9, I spent 
nine summers on parade squares. 
That first summer found me in Band Company (trumpet band) at Ipperwash Army 
Cadet Camp. At age 15 I was the Trumpet Major. Pith helmets and short pants 
were all the rage. The next three summers were related to Militia assignments. 
 

Summers five to nine were spent in the Fort Henry Guard. For me this was a 
dream job. As a youngster I had been to many of the Sunset Shows at the Fort 
and could only dream about being part of that. My cadet and militia experience 
as well as my musical experience got me hired. No end to the vivid memories. I 
spent five amazing summers of bugles, fifes, gunpowder and being involved in 
an organization that focused on perfection. I sounded hundreds of bugle calls 
from the ramparts, overlooking Navy Bay, RMC, the city of Kingston and the 
setting sun. During the summer of 1967 we played at Expo so many times I lost 
count. I do remember clearly the thrill of bugling as the Expo flag was lowered 
over several nights of performances. The bugle playing part of this story all 
ended in 1968 as I returned the next summer as Drum Major. No playing, just 
yelling required for that job. 
 

It was over. I turned into a boring accountant with no parade squares in sight. 
Over the next many decades as kids and grandchildren appeared we would 
march around the basement after I dug out my old horns. Usually a few drinks 
got those parades started. Music quality was terrible. 
 

Twenty three years ago I was talked into learning bagpipes and joined Air 
Command in 2000. I should not share this with you, but I only learned the pipes 
so I could be in a military band and be “on parade” again. No bugle component to 
those ten years but I did make a few suggestions that were quickly dismissed. 
 

My world changed in 2010 when I moved over to this RCMP Pipe Band. Like all 
of you I was honoured to pipe in the Sunset Ceremonies and watch the Canadian 
flag lowered at sunset in front of the Ride. My mind flashed back to my bugle 
days and I quickly concluded that the flag should be lowered with an RCMP 
Bugler sounding the Retreat Call. I was fascinated with the trumpet/bugles on 
display on the mess walls. Why were they on display and so proudly presented, 
and why were they not being used? Graham Muir now entered the story and 



 

 

picks up the bugle file. In March 2012 Graham and I, under cover of darkness, 
removed a horn from the wall and I ran out to the parking lot to give it blow. It 
was not a bugle and after a long night at home I confirmed that these were 
cavalry trumpets. I turned to Graham the next week and asked what this was all 
about. “I have no idea” he replied but we will get the answers. From that day 
forward I have contacted current and retired members from across Canada who 
know about some of the history, spent three days at Depot going through filing 
cabinets and through the collections, researched everything I could find on line, 
met with military and civilian musicians and bored everyone I speak with about 
this history. 
 

Graeme Ogilvie gave the journey a musical voice. He created opportunities for 
bugle calls. My first assignment was on 08 August 2013 when our band played 
for the 2 MP Regiment Change of Command Parade at Connaught. They wanted 
a General Salute and I had one. I slung my bugle and went on parade with my 
pipes. The traditional Army General Salute I played that night will soon become 
the General Salute used by the RCMP when a bugler is on parade. Graeme then 
asked if we could open our RCMP show at FIMMQ later that summer with Boot 
and Saddle. Who ever heard of a pipe band starting a show with a bugle call? To 
that I reply that the Force from day one organized itself around bugle calls. 
Trumpet and bugle calls are built into the fabric of the RCMP. The 2014 Sunset 
Ceremonies found me playing the Retreat Call with a trumpeter from the Central 
Band. Going out to their band room at Uplands and playing together and sharing 
stories was a super cool experience. 
 

Playing opportunities increase by the month as there is active support from the 
RCMP Ottawa Veterans Association, the RCMP and most importantly this Band. 
But there is more to the story! Graham Muir has moved this bugle file onto the 
desk of the Corp Sergeant Major and the Depot Sergeant Major. Many 
documents have been produced and meetings have been held. The RCMP has 
formally decided to structure a program that supports and places buglers at 
RCMP parades and events. We have produced a list of essential bugle calls, 
instructions for buglers, introduced a process to qualify new buglers all with a 
goal of recruiting and using more buglers across the country. The Depot 
Sergeant Major is key to this process moving forward and he and I have a great 

working relationship. Who could 
have predicted any of this? 
 

I started off this journey as a kid 
playing a trumpet and will end the 
tour as the oldest bugle boy in 
Canada. None of this story would 
have been possible without this 
RCMP Pipe Band and the 
enthusiastic support of Graham 
and Graeme. I can’t thank you all 
enough.  
 



 

 

27 NOVEMBER 2013 
SENATE OF CANADA 

PAGE SWEARING-IN CEREMONY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 SEPTEMBER 2013 17 DECEMBER 2013 
CANADIAN CLUB CANADIAN CLUB 
FAIRMONT CHÂTEAU LAURIER FAIRMONT CHÂTEAU LAURIER 
DON NEWMAN & JACK YOURT JOE CLARK & JACK YOURT 



 

 

 


