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Another “Huge” Year.   Just participating in 35 band events and 96 solo events 
over the course of a year would seem daunting for most bands, but for the RCMP 
Pipes, Drums and Dancers of National Division that in itself would just make it 
another normal year. However, with a Queen’s Jubilee Dominion Chalmers 
concert, a far-away four-day trip to the Kincardine Scottish Festival & Games, 
and taking over as the “house” pipe band for the FIMMQ in Québec City, it was 
another extraordinarily busy and taxing year. With a National Division Change of 
Command to finish off 2012, there were a lot of good memories on which to sit 
back and reflect. 
 
Now into its second decade, the rich got richer as the band continued to grow. 
Although four members departed the band in 2012, nine new members received 
their kit. With a further twelve applicants starting practice in September in 
anticipation of the 2013 season, the size of the band allowed it to continue with a   
very heavy schedule as members did not have to feel obligated to commit to 
every event. 
 
One of the side effects of the significant growth in the size of the band was the 
requirement for additional help in band management. In particular, the drum 
corps was making sizeable gains and D/Sgt Bruce Hewat, with a full-time job and 
a young family, was happy to see the promotion of Darryl Lim to Drum Sergeant 
to formally take on the responsibility of the bass/tenor section of the band. 
 
Highland Dancers.  There was no change to the corps of the highland dance 
team for 2012, and no change to their management group, with Karen Walsh still 
providing leadership and a liaison with the band. 
 
First Ken Thornton Award.  The inaugural presentation of the “Ken Thornton 
Award” took place at the band’s annual Regimental Dining-In Night in November 
with Ken Thornton himself at the dinner to make the very first presentation. The 
annual award goes to the band member, or dancer, who best exemplifies being a 
team player through exceptional commitment, motivation, perseverance and 
cooperation; and by such serving as a role model for others in the band. These 
are character traits for which Ken Thornton was so well known since his joining of 
the pipe band in 2002. 



 

 

National Division.  The “A” Division Change of Command Parade was held at 
the Canada Reception Centre Hangar, Uplands, with outgoing Commanding 
Officer, A/Commr François Bidal, turning over the reins to the incoming 
Commanding Officer, A/Commr Gilles Michaud. During Michaud’s speech he 
made a major announcement, noting that the RCMP’s “A” Division (National 
Capital Region) was undergoing a name and mandate change, with it now being 
called the “National Division”. 
 
RCMP National Headquarters.  The pipe band’s relationship with National 
Headquarters continued to evolve and effective 13 November 2012, although the 
band would still have access to the Mess at the old Vanier HQ for practice, it 
received the most unfortunate news that the bar itself would be closed. The band 
management team continued to look for a new practice facility with the leading 
contender being the Mess at the National Division HQ on MacArthur Avenue (off 
Vanier). One thing that was certain was the band would not be moving to the new 
Headquarters at Leikin. 
 
OCMDS.  At the Annual General Meeting in the fall, all the present Directors of 
the Ottawa Celtic Music and Dance Society agreed to stand for another term; 
that would be President Donald Corbett, Vice-President Graham Muir, Treasurer 
Gilbert Young, and Secretary Bev Quinn. A new slate of Directors-at-Large was 
accepted – Charles Armstrong, Charles Dumaresq and Karen Walsh. 
 

 
Pipe Band Banners.  Based on stand-up banners used by the Regimental Band 
of the Governor General’s Foot Guards, the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers 
were offered an opportunity to have a set made for their own purposes with the 

assistance of Imagery Technicians from 
the Canadian Forces Support Unit 
(Ottawa). The plan was to have them 
portable (i.e. capable of being rolled up) to 
be easily transportable and available for 
shows, concerts and to aid with marketing 
and communications efforts as the 
occasion(s) arose. Starting with an initial 
set of high resolution photographs 
provided by RCMP photographer Gilles 
Laframboise, the project started to take 
shape in February 2012. Although the 
hope had been to have the posters ready 
for the Dominion Chalmers concert in April, 
technical difficulties and the challenge of 
translation meant the final posters were 
not delivered to the band until June 2012. 
But the superb finished product made 
them well worth the wait.  

 



 

 

 
National Program.  In 2012 the RCMP Strategic Partnerships & Heritage Branch 
announced an annual contribution of $5,000 per band, subject to review in the 
future. Consultations and follow-on briefings had taken place to apprise new 
stakeholders of the national program context and accomplishments. Those 
receiving the briefings included the new Corps Sergeant Major, Mike Coté; 
newly-appointed Executive Director of Public Affairs, Daniel Lavoie; and the 
Warrants Program (division sergeants major). With the support of Mssr Lavoie, 
arrangements were made to formally brief the Commissioner and his Senior 
Executive Committee (SEC), followed by the Senior Management Team (SMT) 
comprised of division commanding officers and other national program executive 
officers. 
 

BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2012 
 

Drum Majors:  Graham Muir, Kent Stewart, Mark Watson 
 

Pipers:  Mo Aller, Charles Armstrong, Casey Cerson, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, 
Sandy Creber, Matt Goral, Andrew Helm, Jonathan Killin, Wilkie Kushner, Mike 
Long, Grant Lynds, Alain Marion, Steve McDermid, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme 
Ogilvie, Darryl Owen, Bev Quinn, Jenny Putinski, Rachelle Renaud, Nathan 
Rody, Derek Smith, Mike Ward, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt. 
 

Drummers:  Judy Benvie (tenor), Dominique Castonguay (side), Lisa Ducharme 
(side), Charles Dumaresq (side), Daryl Fowlie (side), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side), 
Darryl Lim (tenor), Daniel Mandin (tenor), Gary McDermott (tenor), Jean François 
Seguin (side), Rick Snedden (side), Kendra Towns (tenor), Robb Towns (bass). 
 
 
Performance highlights 2012: 

• Goral School of Highland Dancing Fundraiser – Kemptville 
• Queen’s Jubilee Concert – Centrepointe Theatre 
• Perley-Rideau Concert 
• Dominion Chalmers Concert 
• Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto 
• Kincardine Scottish Festival and Games 
• Festival International de Music Militaires de Québec – Québec City 
• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill 
• “A” Division Change of Command Parade 

 

Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and 
funerals, retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions.  
The tempo for solo events continued to be very high in 2012 with a total of 96 
different events taking place over the course of the year. 
 
Of particular note were the following performances: the 100th anniversary 
presentation of the Connaught Cup, Graham Muir; the evening “Phantom Piper” 
at the Kincardine lighthouse, Casey Cerson; the internment of RCMP C/Supt 



 

 

Wood at Depot, Regina, Graham Muir and P/M Graeme Ogilvie; “V” Division 
Awards and Recognition Ceremony in Nunavut, Graham Muir; Carleton Place 
twinning with Comrie, Scotland, Casey Cerson; the re-dedication of the National 
Fire Chiefs Memorial, Jack Yourt; retirement dinner for RCMP SM (Ride Master) 
Bill Stewart, P/M Graeme Ogilvie. 

 

 
2012 Band Events 

(number of band members participating in brackets) 
 
 

01 Jan 2012 RCMP New Years Levee (10) 
19 Jan 2012 RCMP Medals Ceremony (3) 
21 Jan 2012 St Michael’s HS – Goral Dance School Fundraiser (14) 
05 Feb 2012 Queen’s Jubilee Concert – Centrepointe Theatre (6) 
13 Mar 2012 Perley-Rideau Concert (21) – with dancers 
18 Mar 2012 St Patty’s Day Parade – Montréal (15) 
05 Apr 2012 Rogers Daytime – Dominion Chalmers Preview (3) 
11 Apr 2012 CTV Morning - Dominion Chalmers Preview (3) 
15 Apr 2012 Dominion Chalmers (32) – with dancers 
29 Apr 2012 MS Walk – Tunney’s Pasture (17) 
06 May 2012 Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (22) 
22 May 2012 International Conference on Acid Rock Drainage – Westin (6) 
26 May 2012 Manordale Anniversary Shriners Parade – Nepean (14) 
27 May 2012 Madonna Church Parade and Mini-Concert (20) – with dancers 
10 Jun 2012 Muscular Dystrophy Walk (17) 
11 Jun 2012 Opening IEEE Conference – Ottawa Convention Centre (8) 
15 Jun 2012 Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (12) 
16 Jun 2012 ALS Walk – War Museum (16) 
17 Jun to 09 Jul Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo – Halifax (2) 
26 Jun 2012 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
27 Jun 2012 Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers 
28 Jun 2012 Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers 
29 Jun 2012 Sunset Ceremonies (12) – with dancers 
30 Jun 2012 Sunset Ceremonies (13) – with dancers 
01 Jul 2012 Canada Parade and Ceremony – Merrickville (23) 
06-09 Jul 2012 Kincardine Scottish Festival and Games (23) 
03 Aug 2012 Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (22) 
11 Aug 2012 Navan Fair Parade (15) 
19-27 Aug 2012 Festival International de Music Militaires de Québec – Québec City (13) 
09 Sep 2012 RCMP Memorial Parade and Service – Depot, Regina (2) 
15 Sep 2012 Hawkesbury Legion 65th Anniversary (23) 
30 Sep 2012 Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (28) 
11 Nov 2012 Remembrance Day – Orleans (21) 
21 Nov 2012 NHQ Awards and Recognition Ceremony (4) 
23 Nov 2012 “A” Division Change of Command Parade (17) 



 

 

21 JANUARY 2012 
ANDREA GORAL SCHOOL OF HIGHLAND DANCING 

FUNDRAISER – KAYAKING FOR CANCER 
ST MICHAEL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, KEMPTVILLE 

 
 
The Andrea Goral School of Highland Dancing put on 
its first ever fundraising recital on Saturday 21 
January 2012 with the students, ranging from 4-12 
years of age, asked to set a goal of raising $50 
towards the charity Kayaking for Cancer (Canadian 
Cancer Society).  These little “tartan tots” worked hard 
raising money and practicing their steps for this 
event. Always happy to help with a worthy cause, the 
RCMP Pipes and Drums agreed to join the concert, 
and to give the dancers the special opportunity of 
dancing to “live” music. The recital consisted of two 
sets by the Goral dancers, and two sets by the RCMP 

band, with a massed fling on stage to bring the recital to a close. In the end, a 
total of $864 was raised for Kayaking for Cancer. It was an awesome day!!!!  



 

 

05 FEBRUARY 2012 
QUEEN’S JUBILEE CONCERT 

CENTREPOINTE THEATRE 
 

One of the largest military band concerts in a 
number of years, featuring over 100 musicians 
from several Canadian Forces bands, took 
place before a full house at Centrepointe 
Theatre on Sunday 05 February. The concert, 
presented by the Governor General’s Foot 
Guards Association, was held in honour of the 
60th anniversary of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II’s reign. Participating bands 
included the Central Band of the Canadian 
Forces, the Regimental Band of the Governor 
General’s Foot Guards, the Cameron 
Highlanders of Ottawa Pipes and Drums, the 
Air Command Pipes and Drums, and the 

RCMP Pipes and Drums. The 
bands, playing lively renditions of  
many well-known and lesser- 
known works, were conducted by 
Maj Dave Shaw of the Central 
Band of the Canadian Forces 
and LCol Fran Chilton MacKay of 
the Regimental Band of the 
Governor General’s Foot Guards. 
 



 

 

18 MARCH 2012 
ST PATTY’S DAY PARADE 

MONTRÉAL PQ 
 

A substantially large composite RCMP Pipes and Drums, comprising both the “C” 
Division (Montréal) and “A” Division (National Capital Region) pipe bands, as well 
as an RCMP marching troop, participated in the 2012 St Patty’s Day Parade in 
Montréal. The Montréal parade is the longest running of its kind in Canada, and 
at the time had continued uninterrupted since 1824. Amazingly, the temperature 
was an astounding 22C for this running of the parade. Estimates for the parade 
audience were in excess of 300,000. P/M Phil Leblanc, of “C” Division, was 
happy to report the next day that the contingent had won the Phillips & Campbell 
Trophy as the 2012 Best Marching Unit!! 



 

 

10 APRIL 2012 
POLICE SERVICE HORSE “ELIZABETH” 

PRACTICE – INDOOR RIDE FACILITY 
 
[The Star, 01 June 2012]  The Royal Canadian Mounted Police gave Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II a horse in honour of her Diamond Jubilee as monarch. The Queen, a 
lover and breeder of thoroughbreds, was delighted with the gift, say sources, who were 
not authorized to speak about the matter. The gift from the RCMP to Her Majesty — who 
was just named honorary Commissioner-in-Chief of the Mounties, was “well-received,” 
one source said. You’d think giving a stallion to the Queen to mark her 60 years in the 
saddle — ’er, on the throne — would be a good news story but neither side would trot 
out the official truth. “I am afraid it’s a private matter,” said RCMP Sgt Julie Gagnon. 
Buckingham Palace’s press office shied away from any indiscreet disclosures that might 
be seen as looking the proverbial — well, you know — in the mouth. “If it was a gift from 
an organization it is not for us to give that information out,” said press officer Merrill 
Keeling. 
 
What was a secret to the rest of the 
world was not a secret to the RCMP 
pipe band, that PSH “Elizabeth” was to 
be presented to Her Majesty for her 
Jubilee. At her expressed request, it 
was to be "the only live gift" she would 
receive. The ever-so secret prepping 
of PSH “Elizabeth”, a three-year old 
mare, included time with the pipe 
band, just as was done with PSH 
George before her. Elizabeth, however, was pretty skittish so SM Bill Stewart 
never actually brought her right up to the band like he did with George. All the 
previous horses the RCMP had given to the Queen had completed their tours on 
the Ride (and therefore about seven years old). Elizabeth was only three and 
as Bill said, "has never been off the farm". It’s always amazing what special 
honours and adventures occasionally come the way of the band. 



 

 

15 APRIL 2012 
TEMPO & TRADITION CONCERT 

A DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION 
DOMINION CHALMERS UNITED CHURCH 

 
The RCMP Pipes, Drums, and Dancers of “A” Division, 
National Capital Region (NCR), celebrated the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in concert at Dominion 
Chalmers United Church on Sunday 15 April. The 
concert was entitled “Tempo & Tradition”, evoking a 
connection to a proud and lasting legacy of service to 
Queen Elizabeth II and the Crown, and to the Force’s 
historical ties to its regimental music. The concert 
featured the band, dancers and numerous guest 
performers in a lively afternoon of Celtic music and 
dance. $7,000 from the sale of concert tickets was 
donated to the Hospice at May Court. 
 
Rob Clipperton of CBC Radio was once again the 
Master of Ceremonies for the afternoon’s gala affair. 

Also joining the band and dancers on stage 
for the two and a half hour concert were the 
Royal North West Mounted Strolling 
Dixieland Band, the Ottawa Celtic Choir, 
the Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa Pipe 
Band, fiddler Bonita Leblanc and pianist 
Jim Hunter, vocalists Garth and Brad 
Hampson accompanied by pianist Luba 
Sluzar-Pope, and the Central Band of the 
Canadian Armed Forces.  
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

18-25 MAY 2012 
HORSE GUARDS PARADE 

LONDON UK 
 
“Mounties get their ma’am”. The Times, London.  Wednesday 23 May the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police had the honour of being the first foreign non-military unit to 
guard the Queen at Horse Guards Parade. As a special favour to the Mounties, and to 
mark her Diamond Jubilee, the Queen agreed that they should take over for the day. It 
was also one of the first occasions that the Queen was guarded by women. The 
ceremonial part of the job, marching from Knightsbridge to Horse Guards Parde for the 
Changing of the Queen’s Life Guard was “simple” enough, but the members of the 
RCMP Musical Ride had to learn to master the Cavalry Blacks of the Household 
Cavalry, not their own horses, which added a unique level of difficulty. However, the 
horses were Canadian for the day with Maple Leaf “tattoos” on their rumps. This 
performance is one of London’s great traditional set pieces – the Sovereign’s personal 
body guard has been guarding the ceremonial entrance to the royal residence since the 
17th century. This day there was to be a Canadian stamp to it. As well as turning out in 
their dress uniform of red serge and yellow-striped trousers, instead of a bugler they 
were accompanied by a piper who played the RCMP Regimental March. [editorial note: 
P/M Graeme Ogilvie and P/M Wayne Moug] 
 
 

Pipe Majors Ogilvie and Moug also played for a formal reception at the Horse Guards 
Museum and for the Maple Leaf Ball Diamond Anniversary at the Savoy London Hotel 
on Saturday 19 May which raised more than £150,000 for the Veterans’ Support 
Committee (who manage a trust honouring veterans of WWII) and the Canadian 
Centennial Scholarship Fund.  



 

 



 

 

10 JUNE 2012 
MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY WALK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26-30 JUNE 2012 
SUNSET CEREMONIES 



 

 

17 JUNE TO 09 JULY 2012 
ROYAL NOVA SCOTIA INTERNATIONAL TATTOO 

HALIFAX 
 
The first Nova Scotia Tattoo, opened by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother, was presented for two days in 1979 and has since grown into an international 
cultural event with nine performances that attracts an annual audience of 60,000. In 
2006, the Tattoo was granted the "Royal" title by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth on the 
occasion of her 80th birthday. The Tattoo is the largest annual indoor theatrical 
production in the world and is regarded as a leader in its field. In 1998 the Tattoo was 
dedicated to the 125th Anniversary of the Force, and the show marked the first 
appearance of a composite band of RCMP pipes and drums. A composite band paraded 
as part of the massed bands at the 2009 and 2011 Tattoos. In 2012 a small composite 
RCMP pipe band performed again as part of the massed pipes and drums with 
participants from “H” Division Halifax, “J” Division Moncton, “F” Division Regina, “K” 
Division Edmonton, and “E” Division Vancouver and “A” Division (NCR). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sandy Creber 
celebrates her 
60th birthday 
at the Tattoo. 

 
 
 



 

 

01 JULY 2012 
CANADA DAY PARADE, MERRICKVILLE 

 
 
 



 

 

06-09 JULY 2012 
KINCARDINE SCOTTISH FESTIVAL & HIGHLAND GAMES 

KINCARDINE ON 
 
For the fourteenth consecutive year, the 
award-winning Kincardine Scottish Festival 
& Highland Games welcomed thousands of 
visitors from all over North America to the 
beautiful lakeside Victoria Park to join in 
celebrating all things Scottish. The festival 
goals are to preserve, enhance, and 
celebrate Kincardine’s Scottish roots with 
three days and nights of lively music, 
exciting competitions, cultural workshops, 
and friendly small town hospitality. Visitors 
were all encouraged to enjoy the sights and sounds of over thirty Scottish pipe 
bands from across Canada and the United States, and to join the historic 
Kincardine Scottish Pipe Band, and other visiting pipe bands (the RCMP 
included), for the traditional grand march down Queen Street. 
 

Through some substantial upfront work by Kincardine native Casey Cerson, the 
RCMP Pipes and Drums were invited as the 2012 Festival and Games Duty 
Band. On the Friday evening the band performed a 30-minute stage show 
featuring local highland dancers. On Saturday the band played for the Clan 
Parade, for the Heavy Events and put on an evening show before joining all the 
bands for the massed Saturday night parade down the main street of the city with 
the KIncardine Scottish. Sunday the band put on one more 30-minute stage 
show and then took part in the Festival closure. It was a good weekend of 
performing with enough spare time to enjoy the Games and the local community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With the Mudmen 
Celtic Rock Warriors 
Sandy Campbell 
Robby Campbell 



 

 

03-04 AUGUST 2012 
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES 

MAXVILLE ON 
 

JACK YOURT – INCOMING PRESIDENT OF THE GHG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAKING AN ENTRANCE IN STYLE!!! 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 

19-27 AUGUST 2012 
FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL DE MUSIQUES MILITAIRES DE QUÉBEC 

QUÉBEC CITY 
 

The first Festival International de Musiques Militaires de Québec (FIMMQ) held in 
Québec City, organized by the Canadian Army, was in 1967 for the 100th 
anniversary of the Canadian confederation. In 2012 the Tattoo would gather 
close to 800 musicians and participants, and over the week of activities would 
entertain more than 200,000 people. The theme for this year’s Festival was the 
150th anniversary of the Voltigeur Regiment of Québec. As well as all the 
Canadian bands, there were bands from Germany, Austria, Chile, France and 
the United States. 
 

The RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers were invited 12 January 2012 to 
participate in the FIMMQ in Québec City 21-26 August 2012 and by the 17th of 
January, acceptance was already committed. This would be the third time that an 
RCMP Composite Pipes, Drums and Dancers would perform at the FIMMQ. The 
previous two times were in 2009 and 2010. RCMP bands participating were from 
“C” Division (Montréal), “H” Division (Halifax), “J” Division (Moncton), “A” Division 
(Ottawa) and “E” Division (Vancouver).  The RCMP Composite Pipes and Drums 
were also again joined by members of the “H” Division Highland Dance Team. 
 

A significant change to the FIMMQ in 2012 was that there would be no Canadian 
Forces pipe bands participating. LCol Scott Attridge, Canadian Forces 
Supervisor of Music, informed P/M Graeme Ogilvie of that unfortunate decision 
01 May 2012. The rationale for that turn of events was strictly due to operational 
and travel budget cuts to the Canadian Forces; and after providing support to the 
2012 Virginia International Tattoo and the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo 
in Halifax, there was not sufficient funding remaining to allow them to also 
support the FIMMQ. Therefore the RCMP composite pipe band was left to be the 
primary pipe band participating on the floor of the 2012 FIMMQ (with the local 
78th Fraser Highlanders, Québec City Garrison). 
 

A video of the full RCMP pipe band scene is still available on Youtube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fnc_9eTtjPU 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

09 SEPTEMBER 2012 
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL SERVICE 

DEPOT DIVISION, REGINA 
 

The RCMP Memorial Service 
is held on the second Sunday 
each September at the RCMP 
Academy, Depot Division, in 
Regina. With the RCMP 
National Executive Council 
(NEC) of Community Pipes 
and Drums meeting at Depot 
on the Saturday, most were 
able to stay for the national 
memorial service on the 
Sunday. Following the 
parade, Graham Muir was 
beckoned to a room in the 
Centralized Training Building 
where a large gathering of 
Sergeants Major bestowed a 
gift to be shared with the 
bands, that being a bottle of 

fine single malt whisky. This was their way of thanking the bands for their 
contribution to the parade. The Sergeants Major were, to a man, very gracious in 
their praise of what the bands do across the country and our contribution to the 
Force. The Warrants Program, as was discussed during the NEC meeting, is a 
key stakeholder for the bands and in is important that they hold the bands in such 
high regard within their respective divisions. 



 

 

15 SEPTEMBER 2012 
HAWKESBURY LEGION 65TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

30 SEPTEMBER 2012 
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL 

PARLIAMENT HILL 



 

 

03 NOVEMBER 2012 
KEN THORNTON AWARD 

for Outstanding Contribution 
to the RCMP Pipes & Drums, Ottawa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The inaugural presentation of the “Ken Thornton Award” took place at the band’s 
annual Regimental Dining-In Night, held at the Army Officers’ Mess on the 3rd of 
November 2012. The man himself was in attendance at the dinner to make the 
presentation to the band member, or dancer, who best exemplified being a team 
player through exceptional commitment, motivation, perseverance and 
cooperation; and by such serving as a role model for others in the band. The first 
recipient of the trophy was none other than the extremely well deserving John 
Cameron Yourt, PDB-007.   
 
The Trophy bears Ken’s name because it celebrates the character traits for 
which he was so well known. Ken Thornton was a true exemplar. He lived each 
day to the fullest, and he did so with great passion and vigour, always with a 
laser-like focus on the goals that he had set for himself, and always with the 
interests of others foremost in mind. 



 

 

23 NOVEMBER 2012 
“A” DIVISION CHANGE OF COMMAND PARADE 

CANADA RECEPTION CENTRE HANGAR, OTTAWA 
 

The “A” Division Change of Command Parade was held at the Canada Reception 
Centre Hangar, Uplands, to witness the change of command from the outgoing 
Commanding Officer, A/Commr François Bidal, to the incoming Commanding 
Officer, A/Commr Gilles Michaud. RCMP Commissioner Bob Paulson was the 
presiding officer for the ceremony. During Michaud’s speech he made a major 
announcement, saying “The RCMP’s “A” Division (National Capital Region) has 
undergone a name and mandate change. It now will be called the “National 
Division” and will oversee “sensitive investigations of threats to Canada’s national 
interests, as well as provide police services in the national capital region.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

14 APRIL 2012 
ARMY BALL 

HILTON LAC LEAMY, GATINEAU PQ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Front Row (L-R)  Jennifer McDougall, Kelsey Campbell, 
Olivia Allan, Alayna Giles, Isabella Maestri 

Back Row (L-R)  Melanie Lemieux, Anna Gregory, 
Alyssa Nuttall, Karen Walsh 

 

 
17 OCTOBER 2012 14 FEBRUARY 2012 
ATLANTIC SALMON FEDERATION CANADIAN CLUB 
MUSEUM OF CIVILIZATION FAIRMONT CHÂTEAU LAURIER 
DANIEL ALFREDSSON & JACK YOURT PAMELA WALLIN & JACK YOURT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SEPTEMBER 2011 to SEPTEMBER 2012 
LORNE CLIFFORD – PALESTINE 

 
On departure from the RCMP Pipes and Drums, on the 
10th anniversary of 9/11, seconded from partner agency 
Thunder Bay Police Service to the RCMP International 
Peace Operations Branch, I was on my way to the Middle 
East to take the reins as the Canadian Contingent 
Commander for the EUPOL COPPS (European Union Co-
ordinating Office For Palestinian Police Support) – the 
mission based in Ramallah, Palestine. My role as the team 
leader of the training team as part of the police advisory 
section proved to be one of the most challenging and 
rewarding jobs of my policing career. At right all packed 
and ready to go – notice the pipe box under my left elbow! 
 

The mission was small by comparison to many other 
peacekeeping endeavours around the world. Police are often embedded with military 
members to deliver specific civilian expertise. As a “rule of law” mission, with only 72 
Mission members from 22 countries, the mission includes experts from media relations, 
human resources personnel, police officers, lawyers, judges, prison experts, support and 
financial staff, human rights and gender experts, and interpreters. Divided into three 
sections, Police Advisory, Rule of Law and Programme, the mission members engage in 
oversight and accountability to provide guidance and mentorship to the Palestinian Civil 

Police ensuring the ongoing development of civil 
society in this long troubled region. 
 

The training team – our motto “Work Hard, Play 
Hard”. We built a reputation as the team that “Got 
shit done”. L to R – Luc Van de End (Belgium), 
Ivo Marussi (Italy), (then Sergeant, now 
Inspector) Cris Gastaldo (Canada, RCMP), Peter 
Heepen (Germany) and me. 

 
On our rotation, the training team concluded many of the business and administrative 
plans previously started, and were responsible for the creation of the operational and 
training plans and processes to open the new constructed institution. The primary 
responsibility was to take cadets from intake to exhaust, while providing mentorship and 
oversight to the staff of the Palestinian Police College from the director down to front line 
officers, in simultaneous translation from English to Arabic and Arabic to English. The 
first graduating cohort of 500 recruits swore their oath 
of office on parade later in July, including the first 
ever full class of 25 female officers. In addition, from 
September 2011 to September 2012, more than five 
dozen senior level courses and small projects 
including traffic investigation, use of force instructors 
courses, motorcycle operations, interviewing, criminal 
investigations, computer services and self defence 
courses were run at the college under the guidance 
of the police advisory section. 



 

 

We had some limited success in linking Palestinian 
police officers to Israeli police officers for items of 
mutual interest, including serious incident traffic 
investigations across difficult geo-political borders. On 
08 July 2012, Lorne Clifford, the training team leader 
(left side, Canada) and Peter Heepen deputy team 
leader (right side, Germany), stand very proudly 
representing our international team immediately after 
Prime Minister Fayyad official opened of the Police 
College. 
 

Camels require a “tourist permit”.  Ensuring they are 
health and temperament checked, the Israeli 
government regulates just about everything. 
 

With bagpipes in tow, there were moments of 
celebration. Remembrance Day, Christmas, and 
Canada Day and other special events were punctuated 
with piping. I volunteered a block of leave to support a 
new community policing initiative in Jennin, in the north of Palestine to assist with a 
“Junior Police” youth day camp where some musical harmony was found. We also 
supported our own. 

Proudly representing both Thunder Bay Police Service 
while on secondment to international peace operations 
with the RCMP as Canadian Contingent Commander 
of EUPOL COPPS - Lorne Clifford is seen playing for 
the Canadian Forces Operation Proteus end of roto 
medals parade at the outdoor range - their year long 
construction/ training project completed during their 
rotation. PROTEUS is Canada’s commitment to United 
States Security Co-ordinator as part of Task Force 
Jerusalem -(side note - not that I’m really bitter but 

being seconded to the EU did not qualify Canadians for decoration and Canadian 
recognition, unlike our military counterparts…)  
 

Playing in 55 degree heat on my 1850 Alexander Glen reproductions I’m small issue to 
several historical elements in the background.  The pic overlooks the Jordanian desert in 
Nuama, the site of the new police college, built over the city that had been completely 
demolished in the 1967 War (to the immediate left in the background the new buildings 
of the Palestinian College for Police Sciences can be seen). The college had been 
levelled by the Israelis during the Second Intifada. The pic is taken very near to the 
ancient city of Jericho (the “city of palm trees,” or as it 
is known by its Arabic name Er-Riha).  Also near to this 
area is the farm gifted to the legendary Cleopatra from 
Mark Antony in 35 BC. To the right in the photo is the 
infamous Mount of Temptation that towers over 
Jericho, as described in scripture in Matthew 4:8, the 
top of which has the remains of the military ruins of the 
fortress Dok mentioned on the First Book of 
Maccabees, at Hasmonean, which was later Herodian. 
As I said, I’m a small issue in this photograph! 



 

 

 
 
 
EMC News – Royal Galipeau, Member of Parliament 
for Ottawa-Orleans, and General Walt Natynczyk, 
Chief of the Defence Staff, joined with Veterans, 
members of the Canadian Armed Forces and police 
officers at the National Peacekeeping Monument to 
mark National Peacekeepers’ Day. 
"Canada has a well-earned international reputation for 
the highest standards in peacekeeping" said Mr. 
Galipeau. "For years we have drawn on the 
experience and commitment of our finest men and 
women from the Canadian Forces, the RCMP and 
other police forces - all of them dedicated to building a 
better, safer world." 
Retired RCMP Assistant Commissioner Graham Muir 
presided over the ceremony and spoke of his service 
in peacekeeping missions overseas, the most recent 
being in Afghanistan. 
With music provided by the Band of the Ceremonial 
Guard and a C-17 flypast, the ceremony marked the 20th anniversary of the National 
Peacekeeping Monument "Reconciliation" unveiled in October 1992. "Reconciliation" was created 
as a tribute to Canadian peacekeepers after they were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1988. 
The event also highlighted 20 years of Canadian involvement in the Balkan region. 
The ceremony recognized more than 125,000 Canadians who have laboured in the service of 
peace since 1948, and honoured the more than 275 who have given their lives. The 
Peacekeepers’ Day ceremony is held every year on the Sunday closest to August 9th. On that 
day in 1974, nine Canadian peacekeepers lost their lives while serving with the United Nations 
Emergency Force in Egypt and Israel – the greatest single loss of Canadian lives on any 
peacekeeping mission. In 2008 Parliament proclaimed August 9th as National Peacekeepers’ 
Day. 

 
 

27 JUNE 2012 
CFSU (OTTAWA) CHANGE OF COMMAND 

 
On the 27th of June 2012, newly 
promoted Commodore Mark 
Watson relinquished his position 
as the Commandant of Canadian 
Support Unit (Ottawa) at a 
ceremony held at the Salaberry 
Armouries (Régiment de Hull) in 
Gatineau PQ. 
 
Following his tenure at CFSU(O), 
Commodore (and RCMP Drum 
Major) Watson took up his new 
appointment as the Director 
General Personnel and Family 
Support Services.  


