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BUSY IS THE NEW NORMAL.   The band had now settled into a regular rhythm 
that would be constant for the years to come. Many events had become standard 
fare each year on the calendar, always supplemented with enough high-profile 
events to keep the band members and dancers excited and at the top of their 
game. In 2011 the major events were a 10th anniversary concert at Dominion 
Chalmers, the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo in Halifax, the Fort Henry 
Tattoo in Kingston, the New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival at Loon 
Mountain, and a “Salute to our Military” concert in Pembroke. The band was also 
busy with important garrison duties in 2011 including a “C” Division Change of 
Command Parade in Montreal, an “O” Division Change of Command Parade in 
Toronto and an RCMP Commissioner Change of Command Parade held at the 
Canada Reception Centre Hangar in Ottawa. Of particular note, the number of 
solo events increased exponentially in 2011 with a total of 97 different events 
taking place over the course of the year. 
 

An unfortunate side effect of the band being so closely linked to the police and 
military is a constant state of flux with regards to those members being available 
to the band. In 2010 C/Supt Rod Booth was transferred to Prince George BC as 
the RCMP North District Commander, and now 2011 saw more members move 
out of the area. Insp Lorne Clifford was transferred from the Canadian Police 
College back to the Thunder Bay Police (via a deployment to Palestine) and Maj 
Gord Hagar was posted to the NATO Joint Analysis & Lesson Learned Centre in 
Mansanto Portugal. In 2011 Staff Sgt Brad Hampson left the band due to 
conflicting duties with OPS. Also leaving the band were Derek Smith who moved 
out to Golden BC and, sadly, our very dear friend Ken Thornton who at the age 
of 93 was finding it too difficult to endure the long stands on parade. Fortunately 
with four new arrivals in 2011 and five applicants starting September practices for 
2012, the band was still able to maintain its full complement of pipers and 
drummers. 
 

Unfortunately the pipe band also saw the departure of bass/tenor Sandy Turner 
in 2011, and in her stead, Darryl Lim took over as lead for the mid-section of the 
band. It was at this time that the band (and most RCMP pipe bands) began to 
move away from flourishing tenor to adopt rhythm tenor as the new standard of 
performance. 



 

 

Highland Dancers.  Under the direction, and with the sweat equity, of Karen 
McPhee, Alyssa Nuttal and Andrea Goral, the dance team regained its former 
stature and made huge contributions to the Dominion Chalmers and Pembroke 
concerts, and to the performances at Fort Henry and Loon Mountain. 
 

RCMP National Headquarters (NHQ), Leikin.  As of 06 June 2011, the office of 
the Commanding Officer NHQ was relocated from the Nicholson Building at 
RCMP Headquarters, 1200 Vanier, to the new RCMP Headquarters M.J. Nadon 
Building located at 73 Leikin Drive (the old JDS Uniphase building). Although 
there was not an immediate urgency, this move signalled the requirement for the 
pipe band to again start considering a new location for band practices. 
 

National Program.  By the annual September National Executive Council (NEC) 
meeting in Ottawa the NEC had now completed almost all of the technical work 
in establishing its National Policy & Procedures, along with a governance model 
that included reporting relationships to divisional and national headquarters. As 
an emerging priority, the NEC seized on the importance of establishing a clear 
“2020 Vision” for the next phase of its program development. As a first step, it 
was agreed to consolidate ongoing effort with respect to national performance 
standards and address the future role of the NEC in providing audit/evaluation 
oversight of the divisional bands. The way ahead was also started on a 
common/shared data base or site for NEC-endorsed/sponsored material, e.g. 
music (common repertoire), key documents, suppliers’ lists, etc. 
 

Graham Muir Retirement from the RCMP.  After 36 years and 1 day of service, 
Assistant Commissioner Graham Muir retired from the Force. The RCMP would 
consider that one of its sadder days since its inception in 1873, coincidentally 
Graham’s (officer’s) regimental number! But for a chance connection in the 
1980’s, Graham’s connection to an RCMP pipe band would never have occurred. 
Having been transferred back to Ottawa from BC, Graham decided to take up the 
pipes. He showed up at the Cameron Highlander’s Sergeants’ Mess to inquire 
about instruction (given his previous life as a Cameron). He was standing at the 
bar when a sizable number of Ottawa Police Pipe Band members wandered in, 
having just finished playing a half-time show at the Rough Riders game at 
Lansdowne Park. It immediately occurred to Graham that a police pipe band 
would be a better fit for his new-found interests, so he introduced himself to the 
man in charge; none other than Pat Hayes! Graham went on to pipe with the 
OPS for many years. But it was that chance meeting that eventually led to 
Graham and Pat establishing a pipe band with the RCMP. Although retired from 
the Force, Graham was still to remain active wearing red serge through the 
auspices of the band, including staying on as the Band Officer. On 12 May 2011, 
Graham was given a farewell at the Army Officers’ Mess which included a 
presentation of the Commissioner's Commendation by Commissioner William 
Elliott. Graham was also presented his own pipe tune, "Graham Muir's Farewell 
to the RCMP" (later shortened to “Muir’s Tune”), played for him on the occasion 
by P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Jack Yourt and Gord Hagar (who was also the MC for 
the event). 



 

 

BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2011 
 

Drum Majors:  Graham Muir, Mark Watson 
 

Pipers:  Colin Abbott, Mo Aller, Charles Armstrong, Casey Cerson, Lorne 
Clifford, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Sandy Creber, Cam Ellis, Matt Goral, Gord Hagar, 
Jonathan Killin, Charlie King, Wilkie Kushner, Grant Lynds, Alain Marion, Andrew 
McCain, Steve McDermid, Howie Morris, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Bev 
Quinn, Jenny Putinski, Derek Smith, Mike Ward, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack 
Yourt. 
 

Drummers:  Andrew Brown (side), Dominique Castonguay (side), Lisa 
Ducharme (side), Charles Dumaresq (side), Daryl Fowlie (side), John Harper 
(bass), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side), Darryl Lim (tenor), Gary McDermott (tenor), 
Julie Morel (tenor), Jean François Seguin (side), Kendra Towns (tenor), Sandy 
Turner (bass). 
 
 

Performance highlights 2011: 

• Funeral – Police Sgt Ryan Russell - Toronto 

• Perley-Rideau Concert 

• “C” Division Change of Command Parade - Montréal 

• 10th Anniversary Dominion Chalmers Concert 

• Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto 

• “O” Division Change of Command Parade - Toronto 

• Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo – Halifax 

• Funeral – Cst Styles - Toronto 

• Fort Henry Tattoo - Kingston 

• New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival – Loon Mountain 

• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill 

• “Salute to our Military” Concert – Pembroke 

• RCMP Commissioner Change of Command Parade 
 
 

Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and 
funerals, retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions.  
The number of solo events exploded in 2011 with a total of 97 different events 
taking place over the course of the year. 
 
Of particular note were the following performances: an RCMP Regimental Dinner 
and the 7th RCMP Golden Spur Gala Dinner, both in Toronto, Charlie King; the 
lone lighthouse piper at the Kincardine Scottish Festival, Casey Cerson; an 
International Ministerial Summit, P/M Graeme Ogilvie; the 10th anniversary of 
9/11 at Beechwood, P/Sgt Donald Corbett; the 90th anniversary of the Canadian 
Teachers Federation, P/Sgt Gilbert Young; Richard Farren Funeral in Boston, 
P/Sgt Donald Corbett; the official opening of the new RCMP HQ, Jack Yourt; and 
RCMP Commissioner Elliott’s farewell, P/M Graeme Ogilvie and Jack Yourt. 



 

 

2011 Band Events 
(number of band members participating in brackets) 

 
 

01 Jan 2011 RCMP New Years Levee (10) 
18 Jan 2011 Funeral – Police Sgt Ryan Russell – Toronto (4) 
08 Mar 2011 Perley-Rideau Concert (23) – with dancers 
31 Mar 2011 “C” Division Change of Command Parade - Montréal (11) 
05 Apr 2011 Dominion Chalmers Promo – Rogers Cable (3) – with dancers 
10 Apr 2011 Dominion Chalmers 10th Anniversary Concert (28) – with dancers 

01 May 2011 Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (26) 
09 May 2011 “O” Division Change of Command Parade – Toronto (16) 
29 May 2011 Madonna Church Parade (12) 
05 Jun 2011 Breast Cancer Walk (13) 
05 Jun 2011 Muscular Dystrophy Walk (15) 
17 Jun 2011 Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (8) 

17 Jun to 09 Jul Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo – Halifax (6) 
18 Jun 2011 ALS Walk – War Museum (12) 
22 Jun 2011 Sunset Ceremonies (4) 
23 Jun 2011 Sunset Ceremonies (4) 
24 Jun 2011 Sunset Ceremonies (4) 
25 Jun 2011 Sunset Ceremonies (5) 
26 Jun 2011 Sunset Ceremonies (5) 

29 Jun 2011 RCMP Medals Ceremony (3) 
01 Jul 2011 Canada Parade and Ceremony – Merrickville (20) 
05 Jul 2011 Funeral – Cst Styles (York Regional) (5) 
17 Jul 2011 Portuguese Church Parade – Senhor Santa Cristo (16) 
23 Jul 2011 Fort Henry Tattoo – Kingston (22) – with dancers 
29 Jul 2011 Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (27) 

13 Aug 2011 Navan Fair Parade (18) 
19 Aug 2011 Red Serge Red Shield – Salvation Army (5) 
09 Sep 2011 Gilmore Birthday – The Glebe (19) 
10 Sep 2011 75th Anniversary Royal Cdn Legion – Lachute PQ (18) 
15-18 Sep 2011 New Hampshire Highland Games – Loon Mountain (17) – with dancers 
25 Sep 2011 Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (22) 
01 Oct 2011 Ferrante Wedding – Sala San Marco (13) 

30 Oct 2011 “Salute to our Military” Concert – Pembroke Festival Hall (21) – with dancers 
11 Nov 2011 Remembrance Day – Orleans (17) 
06 Dec 2011 RCMP Commissioner Change of Command – Rehearsal (12) 
08 Dec 2011 RCMP Commissioner Change of Command (14) 

 



 

 

18 JANUARY 2011 
FUNERAL – TORONTO POLICE SGT RYAN RUSSELL 

 

 
On 12 January 2011, Sgt Ryan Russell was murdered 
on duty after attempting to stop a stolen snow plough 
during a wild police chase through snowy downtown city 
streets. It ended in tragedy when the Toronto Police 
officer exited his cruiser and was intentionally run down 
by the plough. Sgt Russell, the son of a former Toronto 
police officer, was a married 35-year-old father of a two-
year-old boy. He had been a police officer for 11 years. 
 
On the day of the funeral, a procession of 12,000 peace 
officers and first responders, led by Chief Bill Blair and a 

massed police pipe band, began marching southbound on University Avenue 
from police headquarters with the funeral cortege following half an hour later. 
Police officers from across Canada and the United States attended the funeral at 
the Metro Convention Centre, the largest ever for a Toronto police officer. 
 
In memory of Sgt Russell, the Toronto Police Service 
Pipe Band renamed their youth pipe band the Ryan 
Russell Memorial Pipe Band. It is a youth pipe band in 
the Greater Toronto Area open to people aged 
eighteen years and under. The band’s mission is to 
mentor and develop youth in the art of Highland 
piping and drumming, thereby preserving the memory 
of Sergeant Ryan Russell #7686, along with his 
bravery, courage, and competitive spirit. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

08 MARCH 2011 
PERLEY-RIDEAU CONCERT 

 

 
For the third time in four years, the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers performed 
an hour-long concert at the Perley and Rideau Veterans’ Health Centre as a 
thank you to the Veterans for their service to this country. For the second time, 
this concert was held in the spring as it provided a very useful opportunity as a 
“dress rehearsal” for the 10th anniversary Dominion Chalmers concert that was to 
follow just one month later. MC’d by Graham Muir, the concert highlighted the 
best of the band and dancers. 
 
 



 

 

10 APRIL 2011 
10TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 

DOMINION CHALMERS 
 

The RCMP Pipes and Drums of “A” Division, 
National Capital Region (NCR), marked its 10th 
anniversary with an inspiring concert at 
Dominion Chalmers United Church on Sunday 
the 10th of April. Featuring ten years of 
partnership with the Ottawa Police Service Pipe 
Band, both bands and the RCMP highland 
dancers provided a lively afternoon of Celtic 
music and dance. Partial proceeds from the 
concert were donated to the Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of Ottawa, a charitable cause supported over many years by both the 
RCMP and Ottawa Police Service. 
 

For the 10th anniversary concert, the pipe bands and dancers were joined by 
vocalists Garth and Brad Hampson, accompanied by Luba Sluzar-Pope on the 
piano. A special feature of the concert was a dazzling solo performance by Piper 
Andrew Hayes, of the Ottawa Police Service Pipe Band, and a founding member 
of the RCMP Pipes and Drums. Andrew was the 2010 winner of the Highland 
Society of London Gold Medal for solo piping at the Northern Meeting in 
Inverness, Scotland.  
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10 APRIL 2011 
10TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 

DOMINION CHALMERS 
PHOTO – RCMP PIPES, DRUMS AND DANCERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRONT ROW [left to right]  Anna Brooks, Andrea Goral, Drum Sergeant Bruce 
Hewat, Band Officer Graham Muir, Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie, Assistant 
Commissioner François Bidal, Sergeant Major William Stewart, Drum Major Mark 
Watson, Dance Instructor Alyssa Nuttall, Dance Director Karen McPhee. 
 
SECOND ROW [left to right] Melanie Lemieux, Carolyn Bass, Sandy Creber, 
Jenny Putinski, Sandra Turner, Howard Morris, Lorne Clifford, Casey Cerson, Mo 
Aller, Lisa Vance, Bev Quinn, Tara Morris, Alayna Giles. 
 
THIRD ROW [left to right] Dominique Castonguay, Jack Yourt, Steve McDermid, 
Derek Smith, Gord Hagar, Alain Marion, Grant Lynds, Jean François Seguin, 
Matt Goral, Darryl Lim, Charles Armstrong, Julie Morel, Gary McDermott, Daryl 
Fowlie, Charles Dumaresq. 



 

 

22-26 JUNE 2011 
SUNSET CEREMONIES 

 
In 2011, with the RCMP committed to the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo 
in Halifax, the Ottawa Police Service Pipe Band were gracious in taking the reins 
for the Sunset Ceremonies, fielding the entire band and dancers for the 10-
minute show each night. The RCMP Pipe Band still provided a complement each 
night to pipe in the VIPs and to perform the flag lowering ceremony.  
 



 

 

17 JUNE TO 09 JULY 2011 
ROYAL NOVA SCOTIA INTERNATIONAL TATTOO 

HALIFAX 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The RNSIT is reportedly the best produced and directed show of its kind in the world. It 
has most certainly gained iconic status among military tattoos the world over. For 2011, 
the National Executive Council of the RCMP Pipes & Drums National Program was 
pleased and honoured to again contribute a composite band of pipes and drums. 
 
The Composite RCMP Pipes and Drums, and “H” Division Highland Dancers 
participated in eight full Tattoo shows from Friday 01 July through Friday 08 July 
inclusive and one individual RCMP afternoon concert in the parking lot of a Sobeys 
Grocery Store at Russell Lake (Dartmouth) on 06 July. The RCMP Pipes and Drums 
also participated with the Tattoo Massed Pipes and Drums in two parades, one on 
Canada Day as part of a grand Tattoo parade and the second as a massed pipes and 
drums-only parade down Spring Garden Road on 07 July. A conservative estimate of the 
total audience for the week of performances (Tattoos, shows and parades) was well over 
100,000. 
 
The Composite RCMP Pipes and Drums consisted of 1 drum major, 19 pipers, 4 side 
drummers, 2 bass drummers and 2 tenor drummers. Members of the composite pipe 
band came from “H” Division (Halifax), “J” Division (Moncton), “A” Division (NCR-
Ottawa), “K” Division (Edmonton), and “E” Division (Vancouver). Thirteen highland 
dancers participated in the Tattoo from “H” Division. 
 
Other pipe bands participating in the Tattoo were the Nova Scotia Highlanders Pipes & 
Drums, the 2 RCR Pipes & Drums (Gagetown), the 3 ASG Pipes & Drums (Gagetown), 
the Air Force Pipes and Drums (Greenwood, Shearwater and Ottawa), the Atlantic 
Region Cadet Pipes & Drums, and the Correction Services Canada Pipes & Drums. 



 

 

 
The massed pipes and drums participated in an opening scene, a second scene with a 
fiddler and pianist, and the grand finale. The Composite RCMP Pipes and Drums also 
performed in a scene with the RCMP Ceremonial Troop. 
 
Of particular interest, and a highlight each night, was the opening of the RCMP Scene, 
which included four RCMP pipers. Following a taped intro of “We Will Rock You”, the 
pipers moved up past the stage curtain to join a mini-rock band. When the tape ended, 
the pipers joined in to play “Hey Jude”’, “Smoke on the Water”, and “Cleveland Rocks”. 
This was NOT your normal pipe band set!! On the completion of “Cleveland Rocks” the 
composite RCMP pipe band joined on the floor playing the more traditional “Hundred 
Pipers”. The four pipers who had the immense pleasure of playing the rock set each 
performance were P/Sgt Brian Morrison, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Lorne Clifford, and Bill 
Pritchard. 
 
A second highlight of the tattoo week was the visit of RCMP Commissioner William 
Elliott, A/Commr Graham Muir and Jack Yourt to the residence at Dalhousie University 
to join in a band party/jam session. The Commissioner was such a fan of the pipe band 
that he artfully adjusted his itinerary (bringing Graham and Jack with him) to spend some 
time with his friends. What was supposed to be a short visit for one drink turned into a 
marathon event. The Commissioner’s renditions of various Stan Rogers ballads were the 
pièce de résistance of the night!! It was a fitting end to a fantastic day and Commissioner 
Elliott was in his glory. 
 
The participation of the Composite RCMP Pipes and Drums at the RNSIT was a major 
success. The band was considered the “core” of the 2011 Tattoo massed pipes and 
drums, both for the size of the contingent and also the quality that the band brought with 
respect to overall playing ability, dress, drill and deportment. The extremely positive 
impression left on audiences and the Tattoo management committee resulted in an open 
(and determined) request for continued participation at future RNSITs. 
 



 

 

 



 

 

2011 RNSIT 
THE PHANTOM 

 
In between scene rehearsals one day, a large group of the RCMP composite band set 
out for lunch at the outdoor patio of a pub conveniently located close to the Metro 
Centre. During that lunch other members of the composite band discovered what the 
Ottawa crew had known for a long time – P/M Graeme Ogilvie was not the most savvy 
person with a cell phone (and at that time still a black flip phone). Before lunch was over, 
Graeme had received a rather “rude” (funny) text message from “The Phantom”. And 
unfortunately, instead of letting sleeping dogs lie, Graeme announced to everyone he 
was not “pleased” with the message from “The Phantom”. 
 

Of course, for the remainder of the Tattoo that resulted in Graeme receiving multiple 
daily texts from “The Phantom”. All from different phone numbers, none of which 
Graeme could trace. However, one “613” number seemed to be predominant and so 
Graeme carefully watched all the Ottawa members to see who was guilty party – never 
to any success. Long story short, the “613” wasn’t from an Ottawa member. The 
Phantom story had spread to other pipe bands who were joining in on the fun and the 
unknown “613” was actually Pipe Major Seann Alderman of the 3 ASG Pipe Band 
(Gagetown NB) who had borrowed his wife’s cell phone from Trenton. 
 

You know when you’re in the company of friends!! On the last day of the Tattoo, the 
RCMP band was finally kind enough to let Graeme in on the secret and, on behalf of all 
the bands, P/Sgt Donald Corbett took great pleasure in giving Graeme his own set of 
whisky glasses, all etched in the bottom with “The Phantom”!! 
 



 

 

23 JULY 2011 
FORT HENRY TATTOO - KINGSTON 

 
For already the fourth time, the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers 
were again invited back to perform at the Fort Henry Tattoo. Also 
performing at this 2011 edition of the Tattoo were the Royal 
Hamilton Light Infantry Band, the Lorne Scots and Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders, the National Band of the Naval Reserve, 
the Air Command Pipes and Drums, the Fort Henry Guard Drums 
and the RCMP. As with the 2010 trip, it was a full day for the RCMP 
as the band/dancers travelled down in the morning, rehearsed in 
the afternoon and performed their own show as well as the massed 
band opening scene and finale in the evening.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

13 AUGUST 2011 
NAVAN FAIR PARADE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 AUGUST 2011 
RED SERGE RED SHIELD – SALVATION ARMY 

OTTAWA GRACE MANOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

16-19 SEPTEMBER 2011 
NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND GAMES & FESTIVAL 

LOON MOUNTAIN 
 

The NHSCOT organizing committee liked 
the RCMP Pipes and Drums so much in 
2010 when the band played for the 
International Drum Major Gathering that 
within a few weeks of that performance 
the band was already informally invited 
back for 2011, and by January 2011 it was 
official; this time as the duty band for the 
weekend, and this time with their team of 
highland dancers. Also joining the band for 
this trip were P/Sgt Brian Morrison and 
piper (RCMP Cst) Laura Seeley from “H” 
Division Halifax. The Loon folks, knowing 
they had a good thing, made sure the 
band and dancers were sufficiently 
“abused” over the 3-day weekend. On the 
Friday the band did one show in the 
morning at the Games site, two more 
shows in the afternoon, and then another 
show in the evening for the Tartan Dinner 

at the Beacon Resort. On Saturday morning the band played for the Drum Major 
contest (fortunately far smaller than the year before!!), then the opening massed 
band, an afternoon show on the main square, the final massed bands and then 
another evening performance, this one for a “Saturday Night in Scotland” dinner, 
again at the Beacon Resort. Sunday morning the band and dancers put on one 
more show at the Games site before departing for home. So it had been an 
incredibly busy time at the festival. But – as is normal for these types of away 
trips, play hard and party hard. It was a GREAT weekend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

2011 NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND GAMES & FESTIVAL 
TROPICAL STORM IRENE 

 
Tropical Storm Irene was a large and destructive tropical cyclone which struck the 
Caribbean and the east coast of the United States in late August 2011. Irene dumped 
over 10″ of rain on the mountains of New Hampshire on 28 August causing the East 
Branch of the Pemigewasset River to flood. At 6 am the morning of 31 August, with the 
torrent of water still coming down from the mountains, the main bridge to the Loon 
Mountain resort area collapsed. Also lost were all the lower river parking lots. With just 
two weeks before the start of the Games, the Governor of New Hampshire ordered an 
excavator to redirect the flow of water under the bridge and brought in State engineers to 
construct a temporary bridge for pedestrian and light vehicle traffic. For 2011, all visitors 
were required to park in the town and take busses to the bridge from where they could 
walk. A secondary route over a bridge further down the river was arranged for “special” 
groups like the RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers. Fortunately the temporary solutions 
worked and all festival events were able to continue as scheduled. 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE SUNDAY NEWS DIDN`T GET THE ANNOUNCEMENT 

REGARDING THE RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS QUITE CORRECT 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

30 OCTOBER 2011 
“SALUTE TO OUR MILITARY” CONCERT 

PEMBROKE FESTIVAL HALL 

 
The RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers 
made their second appearance at the 
Pembroke Festival Hall Sunday 20 
October 2011 for a grand celebration 
to “Salute Our Military”. The event was 
proudly presented by the Kiwanis Club 
of Pembroke. The concert also 
included the local talent of award 
winning fiddlers Emma and Will March, 

baritone Garth Hampson, and Grand Master Celtic Fiddler Bonita LeBlanc 
(President of the Canadian Grand Masters Association). All proceeds from this 
concert went to the support of Kiwanis “Children Priority One” Projects, the 
Snowsuit Fund, the Boys & Girls Club and a new splash pad at Riverside Park. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

11 NOVEMBER 2011 
REMEMBRANCE DAY – ORLEANS LEGION 



 

 

08 DECEMBER 2011 
RCMP COMMISSIONER’S CHANGE OF COMMAND PARADE 

CANADA RECEPTION CENTRE, OTTAWA 
 

The Commissioner’s Change of Command Parade was held at the Canada Reception 
Centre, Uplands, to witness the change of command from the outgoing Commissioner 
William J.S. Elliott, to the incoming Commissioner, Bob Paulson. The Minister of Public 
Safety, Vic Toews, was the presiding officer for the ceremony. The exchange of the 
“tipstaff” signaled the formal change of command. This tipstaff was first presented to 
Commissioner W.L. Higgitt on 03 September 1970 by the Canadian Association of 
Chiefs of Police. The Association was expressing its profound gratitude for kind favours 
and services performed for other Canadian police forces by the RCMP. In recognition of 
the significance of this event, the RCMP pipe band on parade was a composite band 
formed of members from all seven bands, “H” Division (Halifax), “J” Division (Moncton), 
“C” Division (Montreal), “F” Division (Regina), “K” Division (Edmonton), “E” Division 
(Vancouver), and “A” Division (NCR). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 

16 APRIL 2011 
ARMY BALL 

HILTON LAC LEAMY, GATINEAU PQ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Left to Right)  Carolyn Bass, Alayna Giles, Alyssa 
Nuttall, Tara Morris, Lisa Brooks, Anna Brooks. 

 

 
20 OCTOBER 2011 

FAREWELL RECEPTION – COMMISSIONER WILLIAM J.S. ELLIOTT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

29-30 JULY 2011 
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES – MAXVILLE 

PRESENTATION TO A/COMMR (RET’D) McDONELL 
 
On Friday 29 July at the Glengarry Highland Games, a small contingent from the 
RCMP Pipes and Drums took a time-out from the Games to honour RCMP 
A/Commr (ret’d) Mike McDonell on his retirement from the RCMP to take up a 
new post with the OPP detachment in Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry. The 
band had most recently played for A/Commr McDonell’s Change of Command 
when he took the post as Commanding Officer for “O” Division in 2008. Mike had 
always been a close friend of the band and it was a pleasure to recognize him on 
this major change to his career path. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

20 MAY 2011 
RANGE DAY 

CONNAUGHT RANGE AND PRIMARY TRAINING CENTRE 
 

Courtesy of Capt(N) Mark Watson, Commanding Officer of the Canadian Forces 
Support Unit (Ottawa), and Drum Major of the RCMP Pipes and Drums, a 
“Range Day” for the band and dancers was arranged for 20 May 2011 at the 
Connaught Ranges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  



 

 

09 SEPTEMBER 2011 
GILMORE BIRTHDAY – THE GLEBE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 OCTOBER 2011 
TAKE A VETERAN TO DINNER – TUDOR HALL 

 
 

 
CASEY CERSON 
wth guest 
JERRY FRYER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 DECEMBER 2011 
CANADIAN CLUB - FAIRMONT CHÂTEAU LAURIER 

 
 
JACK YOURT with 
ELIZABETH MAY 
Leader of the Green Party 
of Canada 



 

 

16 NOVEMBER 2011 
INTERNMENT – SUB/CONST JOHN THOMAS CHERRY (NWMP) 

 
Don Cherry peered out at the crowd of 150 invited guests gathered at St. Mary's 
Cemetery in Kingston on a brisk and breezy autumn Tuesday. The man interred beneath 
him, in a near-century-old grave, was John Thomas Cherry. Don's paternal grandfather 
was an original member of the North West Mounted Police, predecessor of today's 
RCMP. Kingston native John T was among the 300 mounted officers who set out in July 
1874 on what became known as The March West. That treacherous journey, which 
reached almost 1,500 km in length from Fort Dufferin MB to what is today southern 
Alberta, brought law and order to the untamed Canadian Prairies. 
 

At the dedication ceremony, the RCMP Veterans Association honoured Sub/Const 
Cherry with a regimental stone, which denoted his service with the NWMP. Don said he 
learned of John T's involvement in The March West some three years earlier, from a TV 
program called Who Do You Think You Are? That led him to retired RCMP 
Superintendent Joe Healy and retired Staff Sergeant Jack O'Reilly, point men on a 
project to find and fete NWMP members who were on the historic March West. An 
honour guard, led by a pair of coal-black horses on loan from the Force's Musical Ride, 
opened the program as piper Jack Yourt played the Regimental March. 
 

After the brothers Cherry laid a wreath on their grandfather's grave, teacher-bugler 
Gillian MacDonald played the Last Post and later Reveille. The March West was 
composed of 300 mounted policemen, 142 draught oxen, 93 head of cattle, 310 horses, 
114 Red River carts, 73 wagons, two nine-pounder field guns, two mortars, mowing 
machines, portable forges and field kitchens. Don Cherry spoke briefly, captivating 
listeners with diary excerpts contained in The Great Adventure, the seminal work on The 
March West. In it, the hardships and sufferings are laid bare: " ... men resembling 
zombies; ... horses and oxen dying fast; ... rations running short, looks very much like 
starvation; ... recruits practically dragging their mounts; ... men in summer clothes still 
damp from the previous day and with winter approaching; ... shoes with shreds where 
soles once were; ... the men looking more like a parade of terminally ill patients than 
policemen." 
 

John T enlisted in Kingston in March 1874. He was 19 years old and, according to 
NWMP files, he was "slight of build and stood five-foot-seven. Although constantly on 
charge for disobedience, insolence, etc, John T stayed the course and served a total of 
three years and 44 days. He received his discharge at Fort Macleod 11 May 1877. He 
died in 1920 
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“THE ELUSIVE DREAM” – KENNETH W. THORNTON 

 

Ken Thornton was born 18 October 1918 
and raised on a dairy farm in the county of 
Charlotte NB. After several years on the 
farm he applied for acceptance with the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
however, due to World War II, recruiting 
had been suspended. He then enlisted in 
the RCAF and served for five years. On 
discharge he found employment first with 
a major oil company for 20 years and then 
an import company for a further 26 years.  
 

At the age of 75 he 
embarked on a course in journalism that 
resulted in one novel and several short 
stories. At 83 he took up bagpipes and joined 
the RCMP Pipes and Drums. Ten years later, 
in 2011, at the end of his storied career with 
the pipe band, he gave up his bagpipes to 
learn the harp, he bought a new candy red 
Ford Mustang convertible, and released his 
second novel, “The Elusive Dream”.  
 

 
 

10 APRIL 2011 
RCMP PIPE BAND TRIBUTE TO 

S/SGT (RET’D) GARTH HAMPSON 
 
Baritone Garth Hampson was born in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan and 
studied at the Regina Conservatory of Music. In 1955 he joined the 
RCMP, serving in the Arctic, actually patrolling by 
dogsled. In 1964 he transferred to Ottawa as soloist 
with the RCMP Band. Since retiring, he’s continued 
to sing worldwide, including performances for the 
Vimy Ridge Memorial, at Westminster Abbey, and 
the Cathedrals of St. Paul’s, Canterbury, and 
Chartres. Recognized for his untiring fundraising 
efforts with many charities, Garth received an 
Honorary Doctorate from Laurentian University, a 
Vice Regal Commendation from Governor General 
Michaëlle Jean, and the Sovereign’s Medal for 
Volunteers from Governor General David Johnston. 
Since the band was formed, he’s been one of the 
band’s most enthusiastic supporters. The Pipes & 
Drums finally recognized him for all that support at 
the 2011 Dominion Chalmers Concert. 


