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10th Anniversary of the Band, and a Year to De-compress.  It was so hard to 
believe that the band had already reached ten years of service; just seemed the 
adventure had started. Given the frantic pace of 2009, celebrations were pushed 
to the right with a band regimental dinner in the fall to recognize the milestone 
and a 10th anniversary concert scheduled for the spring of 2011. And although it 
was a year to decompress, with no major concerts nor far-flung international 
events on the schedule, the band’s definition of “quiet” was still 38 events. 
 

Of significance, the band and dancers held their second concert at the Perley-
Rideau Veterans’ Health Centre, performed at the FIMMQ in Québec City for the 
first time as a featured band, and made their first appearances at the Longs Peak 
Scottish-Irish Festival in Estes Park, Colorado, and the New Hampshire Highland 
Games & Festival in Loon Mountain. Maybe it wasn’t such a quiet year after all? 
Unfortunately, early 2010 started off poorly with the police funerals for OPS Cst 
Eric Czapnik and RCMP C/Supt Doug Coates. 
 

Small changes to the kilted order of dress, yellow garters and black duty belts, 
were finalized in 2010 with planned implementation across the country in 2011. 
 

In 2010, the band had two pipers and one tenor depart the band due to moves 
out of the area, but gained six pipers and one side, so overall growth continued. 
There were no changes to the Band Management Team, but at the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) special recognition was given to Dominique Castonguay 
and Daryl Fowlie for stepping up to help with the drum corps while D/Sgt Bruce 
Hewat recuperated from surgery on both his hands. 
 

Also at the fall AGM, new elections saw changes to the Board of the Ottawa 
Celtic Music and Dance Society. P/Sgt Donald Corbett stayed on as President, 
with Graham Muir coming aboard as the Vice-President. Gilbert Young and Bev 
Quinn remained as Treasurer and Secretary, respectively, while Sandy Turner 
joined the Board as the Member-at-Large. 
 

Highland Dancers.  In September 2010, the RCMP Highland Dance Team saw 
a change in their management structure and a new management team. Karen 
McPhee stayed on to serve as the manager and would be the voice on the Band 
Management Team connecting directly to the Pipe Major. Alyssa Nuttall took on 



 

 

the role of directing dance/choreography and Andrea Goral took on the role of 
dance convenor and assuring management/logistics for both practices and 
performances. Many thanks were due Cassandra Richards for all her assistance 
during this period of transition and her leadership “in the breach”. 
 

National Program.  The major change to the National Program in 2010 was the 
integration of the bands with the RCMP Warrants Program. Corps Sergeant 
Major (CSM) Gene Maeda attended the National Executive Council (NEC) 
meeting and provided an overview of the genesis and rationale of the Warrant 
Officers Program, with specific attention given to the role and function of 
regional/division Sergeants Major. He acknowledged and thanked the NEC and 
its band management teams for their contribution in representing the Force in 
furtherance of its public affairs and ceremonial functions. He underscored the 
importance of individual bands working closely with the Sergeants Major to 
reinforce the importance of national standards for uniform, dress and deportment. 
 
 
 

BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2010 
 

Drum Majors:  Graham Muir, Mark Watson 
 

Pipers:  Mo Aller, Charles Armstrong, Rod Booth, Casey Cerson, Lorne Clifford, 
P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Sandy Creber, Matt Goral, Gord Hagar, Brad Hampson, 
Jonathan Killin, Charlie King, Wilkie Kushner, Grant Lynds, Alain Marion, Andrew 
McCain, Steve McDermid, Howie Morris, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Bev 
Quinn, Jenny Putinski, Derek Smith, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt. 
 

Drummers:  Andrew Brown (side), Dominique Castonguay (side), Lisa 
Ducharme (side), Charles Dumaresq (side), Daryl Fowlie (side), John Harper 
(bass), D/Sgt Bruce Hewat (side), Darryl Lim (tenor), John MacDonald (side), 
Gary McDermott (tenor), Jean Francois Seguin (side), Kendra Towns (tenor), 
Sandy Turner (bass). 
 
 

Performance highlights 2010: 

• Perley-Rideau Concert 

• “A” Division Change of Command Parade 

• Fort Henry Tattoo – Kingston 

• Festival International de Music Militaires de Québec – Québec City 

• Longs Peak Scottish-Irish Festival – Estes Park, Colorado 

• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill 
 
 

Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and 
funerals, retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions, 
performing at 53 different events over the course of 2010. Unfortunately, the 
most significant solo event of the year was the repatriation of RCMP C/Supt 
Doug Coates at 8 Wing Trenton, with Rod Booth doing the honours for that most 
unfortunate service. 



 

 

2010 Band Events 
(number of band members participating in brackets) 

 
 

01 Jan 2010 RCMP New Years Levee (4) 
07 Jan 2010 Funeral – OPS Cst Eric Czapnik (18) 
27 Jan 2010 Funeral – RCMP C/Supt Doug Coates (7) 
27 Feb 2010 Make-a-Wish Hair Massacre 4 – Place d’Orléans (7) 
09 Mar 2010 Perley-Rideau Concert (16) – with dancers 
20 Apr 2010 Concert – Orchard View Living Centre (19) – with dancers 

27 Apr 2010 RCMP Medals Parade (10) 
02 May 2010 Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (20) 
08 May 2010 Make-a-Wish “Share a Wish” Run – Ottawa (12) 
22 May 2010 Museum of Nature Grand Opening Parade (17) 
25 May 2010 RCMP Fallen Officers Parade (17) 
29 May 2010 Cumberland Heritage Museum – Opening (7) 

30 May 2010 Madonna Church Parade (15) 
04 Jun 2010 “A” Division Change of Command Parade (12) 
06 Jun 2010 Breast Cancer Walk (13) 
18 Jun 2010 Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (12) 
19 Jun 2010 ALS Walk – War Museum (15) 
23 Jun 2010 A/Commr Graham Muir Return from Afghanistan (12) 
23 Jun 2010 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 

24 Jun 2010 Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers 
25 Jun 2010 Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers 
26 Jun 2010 Sunset Ceremonies (4) 
27 Jun 2010 Sunset Ceremonies (13) – with dancers 
01 Jul 2010 Canada Day Parade and Ceremony – Merrickville (20) 
11 Jul 2010 Support Our Troops Tattoo – Carleton Place (17) – with dancers 

24 Jul 2010 Fort Henry Tattoo – Kingston (22) – with dancers 
30 Jul 2010 Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (18) 
01 Aug 2010 Montréal Highland Games (9) 
14 Aug 2010 Navan Fair Parade (19) 
21 Aug 2010 North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (12) 
23-30 Aug 2010 Festival International de Music Militaires de Québec – Québec City (6) 
09-12 Sep 2010 Longs Peak Festival – Estes Park, Colorado (11) 

16-19 Sep 2010 New Hampshire Highland Games – Loon Mountain (11) – with dancers 
26 Sep 2010 Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (18) 
02 Oct 2010 Rivermead GC 100th Anniversary – Gatineau PQ (12) 
15 Oct 2010 Ontario Masonic Grand Lodge Dinner – Maxville (7) 
07 Nov 2010 Remembrance Day – Rockland (16) 
11 Nov 2010 Remembrance Day – Orleans (17) 

 



 

 

07 JANUARY 2010 
FUNERAL – OPS CST ERIC CZAPNIK 

 
 

On a very cold Thursday 07 January 2010, thousands of 
police officers, first responders and family members 
remembered 51 year old Ottawa Police Cst Eric “Pickles” 
Czapnik as a hero who died while living his dream – to 
follow in his father's footsteps and serve as a police 
officer. Cst Czapnik was only a few years into his career 
when he was murdered on duty, on 29 December 2009, 
approached while in his cruiser filling out paperwork at 
the Ottawa Hospital. Eric was ambushed by a man 
seeking to do harm to any police officer, and who 
attacked him with a knife. After the suspect was 
subdued, Cst Czapnik stumbled into the Civic 
Emergency Room where he died minutes later. About 8,000 people gathered at 
the Ottawa Civic Centre, including a massed police pipe band, for a public send-
off to the fallen officer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

27 JANUARY 2010 
FUNERAL – RCMP C/SUPT DOUG COATES 

 
 

RCMP Chief Superintendent Doug Coates was killed 16 
January 2010 in the United Nations Headquarters building 
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti as the result of a massive 
earthquake that devastated the country. RCMP colleague, 
Sgt Mark Gallagher of Nova Scotia, also lost his life at his 
temporary rented home in Haiti on the same day. The two 
RCMP members had been assigned to the UN 
Stabilization Mission in Haiti. C/Supt Coates served as the 
Deputy Commissioner of Operations and was Acting 
Commissioner at the time of his death. Hundreds of police 
officers and members of the public turned out to honour 
Coates as his casket, draped in both the Canadian flag 
and the blue-and-white flag of the United Nations, was 
escorted to Notre Dame Cathedral by a police 
procession. Doug was later buried at the RCMP Memorial Cemetery at Beechwood. He 
left behind his wife Lise and three children.  He is remembered as one of the Force’s 
most accomplished, innovative and inspiring peacekeepers. 
 

Doug was a close personal friend of Graham 
Muir. They shared a strong commitment to 
advancing the knowledge and teaching of 
integrated peace support operations at 
Canada’s “Pearson Peacekeeping Centre” 
(PPC). One of Graham’s few regrets in life 
was being unable to attend Doug’s funeral in 
Ottawa, as he was deployed in Afghanistan at 
the time. The photo inset at the right shows 
Doug and Graham during happier times. In 
2005, while Graham was the UN Police 
Commissioner in Haiti, Doug was on secondment to the PPC and escorted its newly 
appointed President, Suzanne Monaghan, on a fact-finding tour of the Haiti Mission. 
Suzanne had been Graham’s former boss at the RCMP from 2000-2003 during his 
tenure as Director General of National Learning and Development. 

 
 



 

 

27 FEBRUARY 2010 
MAKE-A-WISH HAIR MASSACRE 4 

PLACE D’ORLEANS 
 
The RCMP pipe band participation at “Make-a-Wish Hair Massacre 4” in Place 
d’Orleans was at the request of Sandy Turner, the band’s bass drummer. Her 
message to the band was that she was “going bald for wishes”. Isabelle, her nine 
year old daughter was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s disease in 2008 and Make-A-
Wish was the organization that granted Isabelle's wish for a blue piano the 
previous year. The piano was an incredibly welcome silver lining to an otherwise 
very dark cloud. The good news was by the time of his event Isabelle had 
already been in remission for a full year!! Sandy was hoping that the band could 
make a difference helping other kids have their wish granted. Post Hair Massacre 
4, it turned out to be one of the most successful fundraising events they’d ever 
had to that point – in great part due to the participation of the band. 



 

 

09 MARCH 2010 
PERLEY-RIDEAU CONCERT 

 
The RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers first did a concert at the Perley and 
Rideau Veterans’ Health Centre in December 2008 as a “Christmas present” to 
the Veterans and respective staff. In 2010 it was decided to come back to try and 
make this an annual event. It only made sense to honour and recognize the 
veterans at the residence and not only applaud the service they had provided to 
God, Queen and Country, but to give them an evening’s entertainment far from 
their normal daily routine. By choosing to change the timing of the event to early 
spring, it also allowed band and dancers an opportunity for a “dress rehearsal” to 
try out all the new material for the coming year. A win-win. 
 
But most important, and as was noted that night, there simply weren’t enough 
words, or strong enough words, to show the appreciation of the band and 
dancers for those who had made the incredible sacrifices over their lifetime so 
that we could have the lives and the freedoms that we enjoy today. The RCMP 
performance that night was provided with a full and sincerest appreciation for all 
that they had done for the country of Canada. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

20 APRIL 2010 
ORCHARD VIEW LIVING CENTRE, GREELY 

 
In January 2010, the band was contacted by the Orchard View Living Centre in Greely 
about the potential for doing an hour concert in their retirement home. Discussions were 
held about whether any such performance could/should be inside or outside. Given the 
date chosen (April) still did not guarantee temperatures that might be warm enough 
outside for the residents, it was agreed that the show would be conducted inside. 
 
Given the small area inside for the band, the dancers, and the audience, space was at a 
premium and residents had chairs immediately up against the band. It was obvious that 
no one involved in the planning had ever before heard bagpipes and drums up close and 
personal. Even after removing one row of seats, it was a sight to see when the band first 
started to play and all the people who, in obvious discomfort, either reached to turn down 
their hearing aids and/or bolted for the back of the room. 
 
The good news is they still did enjoy the show. However, it was a lesson learned. The 
band/dancers were invited back but all future visits to the Orchard View Living Centre 
had performances outside on their patio. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

08 MAY 2010 
MAKE-A-WISH “SHARE A WISH” RUN 

QUEEN ELIZABETH DRIVEWAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

25 MAY 2010 
RCMP FALLEN OFFICERS PARADE 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

04 JUNE 2010 
“A” DIVISION CHANGE OF COMMAND PARADE 

CARTIER SQUARE DRILL HALL, OTTAWA 
 

The “A” Division Change of Command 
Parade was held at the Cartier Square 
Drill Hall downtown Ottawa to witness 
the change of command from the 
outgoing Commanding Officer, 
A/Commr Al Nause, to the incoming 
Commanding Officer, A/Commr 
François Bidal. RCMP Commissioner 
William Elliott was the presiding officer 
for the ceremony. Nause was 
promoted to D/Commr and took over 
the position of RCMP Chief Human 
Resources Officer. 



 

 

29 MAY 2010 
CUMBERLAND HERITAGE VILLAGE MUSEUM – OPENING 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 JUNE 2010 
ALS WALK 

CANADIAN WAR MUSEUM 
 



 

 

23-27 JUNE 2010 
SUNSET CEREMONIES 

 



 

 

01 JULY 2010 
CANADA DAY – MERRICKVILLE  

 
 



 

 

24 JULY 2010 
FORT HENRY TATTOO - KINGSTON 

 
After successful performances at the Fort Henry Tattoo in 2006 and 2008, the 
RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers were again invited back for 2010. This year 
was unique to the Tattoo highlighting the Canada Navy on its 100th anniversary. 
Also performing at this special Naval Centennial Tattoo were HMCS Ontario, the 
National Band of the Naval Reserve, the Royal Highland Infantry Band, the Fort 
Henry Guard and the massed pipes and drums consisting of the RCMP, the 
Lorne Scots, the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and the Air Command Pipes 
and Drums. It was a full day for the RCMP 
as the band/dancers travelled down in the 
morning, rehearsed in the afternoon and 
performed their own show as well as the 
massed band opening scene and finale in 
the evening.  
 

 
 
 

23-30 AUGUST 2010 
FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL DE MUSIQUES MILITAIRES DE QUÉBEC 

QUÉBEC CITY 
 
The RCMP Pipes and Drums were again invited to perform as part of 
the massed Pipes and Drums at the three-day Festival International de 
Musiques Militaires de Québec at the Pepsi Coliseum in Québec City 
23-30 August 2010.  The RCMP bands participating in 2010 were from 

“C” Division (Montreal), “H” Division (Halifax), “J” Division (Codiac/Moncton) and 
“A” Division (Ottawa).  The RCMP Composite Pipe Band was also joined again 
by members of the “H” Division Highland Dance Team and the “C” Division 
Ceremonial Troop. Other pipe bands participating included the Quebec City 
Fraser Highlanders and 3 AGS (Gagetown) Pipes and Drums. The 2010 Tattoo, 
for which the theme was “Experience”, was an experiment providing the 
audience with a live whirling kaleidoscope of music and display featuring 800 
musicians in a stunning mix of music and spectacular choreography. 



 

 

 



 

 

PALAIS MONTCALM CONCERT HALL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LA CITADELLE DE QUÉBEC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONUMENT SAMUEL DeCHAMPLAIN, DUFFERIN TERRACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
09-12 SEPTEMBER 2010 

LONGS PEAK SCOTTISH-IRISH FESTIVAL 
ESTES PARK, COLORADO 

 
The RCMP Pipe Band was chosen to participate as part of a “Combined Ontario 
Police Service (COPS)” Pipe Band, under the direction of Toronto Police Service 
Drum Major Bob Skinner, and comprised of the Toronto Police Service, Ottawa 
Police Service, Peel Regional Police, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), and 
RCMP. This international venue of Celtic performing arts had an excellent long-
standing reputation and had been frequented by top-calibre military, paramilitary 
and police performers over many years. In 2010 the Festival show-cased 
Canadian policing and it was an immense honour for the RCMP to be included in 
this demonstration of integration with fellow partner Ontario police agencies. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

16-19 SEPTEMBER 2010 
NEW HAMPSHIRE HIGHLAND GAMES & FESTIVAL 

LOON MOUNTAIN 
 

The 35th New Hampshire Highland Games & Festival welcomed the first 
International Drum Major Gathering with the RCMP Pipes and Drums as the 
featured duty band. 100 Drum Majors ranging in age from 9 to 70 all descended 
on Loon Mountain representing Scotland, Ireland, United States, Canada, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Belgium, France and Australia. A 
display team from the International School of Drum Majors under the direction of 
D/M Billy Jordan also performed, including a very special Tartan Ball 
performance at the Beacon Resort with the RCMP band. 
 

With every major band trip there is always another lesson learned. In the case of 
this Highland Games it was that Drum Major contests in Canada are different 
than Drum Major contests in the US. In Canada, Drum Majors go up and down 
the field once, returning to spot they started. In the US, for amateur contests it 
was two and a half times up and down the field, for professional contests it was 
three and a half times up and down the field. And because of the special nature 
of this competition there were preliminaries, and there were finals. Before 
knowing this, it was agreed that the band would play Morag of Dunvegan, Bonnie 
Dundee and Steam Boat for every heat to make for an even playing field. With 
over 100 competitors, the number of heats, and the number of lengths of the 
parade square for each heat, it was calculated that the band played Bonnie 
Dundee and Steam Boat consecutively over 90 times. It was a major lesson 
learned that was filed for future reference!! 
 

Photo with NH Gov John Lynch and wife Dr Susan Lynch. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

02 OCTOBER 2010 
RIVERMEAD GOLF CLUB 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

GATINEAU PQ 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

26 SEPTEMBER 2010 
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL 

PARLIAMENT HILL 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

 

 
 

11 NOVEMBER 2010 
REMEMBRANCE DAY – ORLEANS LEGION 

 
 



 

 

01 JANUARY 2010 
RCMP NEW YEARS LEVEE 

RCMP HQ (VANIER) GENERAL MESS 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2010 CANADIAN CLUB 
FAIRMONT CHÂTEAU LAURIER 

 
JACK YOURT WITH MAX KEEPING  
CANADIAN BROADCASTER JACK YOURT WITH JIM FLAHERTY 
GEMINI HUMANITARIAN AWARD WINNER FEDERAL MINISTER OF FINANCE 



 

 

2010 CHEO FUNDRAISER 
NATIONAL ARTS CENTRE WITH THE CAMERON HIGHLANDERS 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2010 FORTISSIMO MILITARY AND MUSICAL SPECTACULAR 
PARLIAMENT HILL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

REFLECTIONS ON A CIRCUITOUS ROUTE TO THE RCMP BAND 
THRU AFGHANISTAN 

(YOU CAN GET HERE FROM THERE!) 
BY:  MIKE WARD, MAJOR GENERAL (RETIRED) 

 
Who’d have ever thought that my recruitment into the Band would have come about from 
my operational deployment with NATO to Afghanistan in 2009-2010?  Opportunity 
knocks in the strangest places! 
 
I have Graham Muir to thank. As good fortune would have it, Graham and I were 
deployed to Afghanistan (a.k.a Sandland) at the same time. I hadn’t met him before but 
our pasts were already intertwined as a result of both serving in the Governor General’s 
Foot Guards in the 1970s. Although he had already left the Guards to join the RCMP at 
depot when I was a newly minted young Guardsman he was nevertheless a legend in 
the Regiment– and that had stuck in my head all those years since.   
 
In 2009, Graham was hand-picked to command the Canadian Police Mission (CPM) 
based at the Canadian Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan. The CPM was one of about 30 
different police training missions contributed by the international community. I was the 
senior NATO commander responsible for police training and development across 
Afghanistan and had a responsibility to coordinate NATO’s massive training and logistics 
resources with all of those nations.  Between us, we were the two most senior Canadian 
police and military leaders in Afghanistan at the time. 
 
Without a doubt, it was an incredibly tough, almost impossible, expectation to be able to 
standardize one type of police ethos and methods between 30+ different national 
approaches, but we created a Senior Police Advisory Group (SPAG) of the 30 senior 
representatives to attempt to deliver a relatively common, fit-for-Afghanistan, model. And 
it was in the SPAG, that Graham and I first met. You won’t be surprised to hear that in 
war-torn Kandahar Province where Canada was a leading nation, Canada had the most 
relevant, practical and forward-leaning model of community policing anywhere in 
Afghanistan. Just as with our soldiers in Kandahar, Canadian police were on the front 
line, day in/day out, shoulder-to-shoulder (“Shohna-ba-Shohna” in the Dari language) 
sharing the risk with their Afghan police comrades. That vision matched perfectly with 
the model that we in NATO were trying to develop. So, Graham and I were natural allies 
from the get-go, and we worked tirelessly to bring the other nations toward the Afghan 
light – to create the vision of “Yak Teami Wahed” (“One Team United”). 
 
We met often either at the Canadian Embassy, or my base – Camp Eggers, or down in 
Kandahar to stay connected. Not surprisingly, we both had our bagpipes there and I 
learned for the first time that Graham was a fellow piper when he was scheduled to play 
the lament for the Remembrance Day ceremony at the Embassy in 2009. That‘s what 
started our conversation about the band.  (Side note – there wasn’t a lot of time for 
practice or playing, and the desert air – at 5000 ft elevation in Kabul did really funny 
things to reeds and seals – not to mention blowing!). 
 
Back in 2006, Graeme had invited me to come out and join the RCMP Ottawa Pipe Band 
(knowing each other from our days at RMC), but I wasn’t in a position then to dedicate 
the time to practice and perform given the busy operational tempo at NDHQ. Luckily, 



 

 

opportunity knocked a second time in Kabul however, and Graham picked up where 
Graeme had left off. You know how convincing Graham can be – no hard sell, but lots of 
stories of the great fun and camaraderie in the band. I was pretty much sold at that point 
to have a look when I redeployed to Ottawa the following September 2010. 
 
Graham and I did have a chance to play together just before he left Afghanistan to return 
to Canada in spring 2010. I hosted a farewell lunch for him at my Camp to show our 
appreciation for the partnership and cooperation that the CPM had extended to us and 
the tremendous leadership that Graham had epitomized.  When he arrived at our dining 
facility, I piped him into the lunch and then invited him to play a tune or two for the 
assembled diners. He played impeccably! I think we toasted with non-alcoholic beer and 
that was how we sealed the deal to come to the RCMP six months later when I got back 
to Canada. 
 
Looking back on it, now ten years past, I’m hugely grateful that our paths crossed in 
Afghanistan, not just for the good things that we did there together, but for the 
opportunity to don Red Serge and represent the Force, and the opportunity to create so 
many lasting friendships that have grown since. Slainte! 
 

Ward and Muir with Afghan National Police Colleagues in Kandahar 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Piping in Afghanistan.  Farewell dinner held for 
the Commanding General of Combined Security and 

Transition Force-Afghanistan in October 2009. 



 

 

23 JUNE 2010 
A/COMMR MUIR RETURN FROM AFGHANISTAN 

 
 

Greeted by a combined pipe band of the RCMP 
and Ottawa Police (right), A/Commr Graham Muir 
returned home on the 23rd of June 2010 after a 
year-long NATO deployment to Afghanistan where 
he served as the Canadian Police Commander. 
This marked the end of a series of peacekeeping 
missions for Graham, starting with the former 
Yugoslavia in 1993 and then Haiti in 2005-06. On 
arrival in theatre, A/Commr Muir was invited by the 
Afghan Minister of the Interior to implement a 
police reform initiative in Kandahar that would be worthy of replication in 
Afghanistan’s other provincial capitals. Thus began the Kandahar Model Police 
Project (KMPP). 

The Project priority was to place 
Canadian police mentors with key 
senior police leaders within the Afghan 
National Police (ANP), commencing 
with the Chief of Police for Kandahar, 
and to aggressively encourage all ranks 
to engage in intelligence-led, proactive 
policing methods, integrated with the 
Afghan National Army. There were 
several international police mentoring 
missions ongoing across the country but 

the Canadian police team was the only one that deployed “outside the wire”, e.g. 
working and patrolling shoulder-to-shoulder with the ANP beyond the exterior 
security perimeter of NATO’s Forward Operating Bases (FOBs). The operational 
imperative became a version of “community policing” that was attuned to the core 
function of the ANP in counterinsurgency operations. It was difficult and 
dangerous work, given that the ANP and 
civilians were regularly targeted by the Taliban 
using “improvised explosive devices” (IEDs). 
  
Shortly before finishing his tour, Graham 
welcomed Ottawa Police Inspector (and Drum 
Major) Chris Renwick to the watch. Chris was 
posted to FOB Walton and a high profile police 
mentoring team in direct support of the ANP 
Regional Police Commander.  It was unique, to 
say the least, finding two fellow police Drum 
Major’s carrying C-7 carbines in place of their 
ceremonial maces in “Sandland”! 


