RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS (NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION)
2009

DOMINION CHALMERS AND THE QUEEN. The two signature events of 2009
were the second gala concert at Dominion Chalmers United, in celebration of the
250th anniversary of the birth of Robbie Burns, and the gift of Police Service
Horse “George” to HM Queen Elizabeth II in May at Windsor Castle. Although
participation in the actual presentation of PSH George to the Queen was
accomplished by a small RCMP composite pipe band, all the pipers and
drummers of the NCR band had the privilege/pleasure of assisting SM Bill
Stewart (RCMP Ride Master) with teaching “George” how to appreciate bagpipes
and drums before being presented to the Royal Family.
After two years of significant changes in band membership, 2009 proved to be
very stable with only a few members departing and offset by a similar number of
new members joining. The Band Management Team was also now quite stable
seeing just one change since 2008, with D/Sgt (RCMP Insp) Garth Patterson
leaving on a posting out West and Bruce Hewat taking over the reins as the new
Drum Sergeant for the band.
The Ottawa Celtic Music and Dance Society (OCMDS) continued to allow the
band to operate under the aegis of a not-for-profit entity, constituted under
provincial legislation, in order to raise funds to help underwrite band operations
[travel, accommodation, hospitality, incidentals] not otherwise supported from
public funds. 2009 saw a major change in OCMDS management with P/Sgt
Donald Corbett, his Virginia tour behind him, taking over as the President, Mark
Watson assuming the position of Vice-President, P/Sgt Gilbert Young staying on
as the Treasurer, and Bev Quinn taking on the job as Secretary.
One of the more significant and “controversial” changes of 2009 was the
introduction of the requirement for tape recordings of new music in the repertoire
by all the pipers in the band. Although the requirement for individual recordings
was already common place in most orchestras, choirs, etc, pipe bands had not
yet been immersed into this method of trying to improve the overall quality of
musicianship within the group. It was a hard adjustment for many!!
Highland Dancers. With the Pattersons now having left the Ottawa area and
Heather Moxley having stepped down, the Highland Dance Team also saw itself

under new management with Karen McPhee (Nuttall) and senior dancer
Cassandra Richards stepping in to fill those roles. Both Karen and Cassandra
were exceptionally well qualified and known in the local area. The dance team
was extremely fortunate to be continuing in very good hands.
National Program. The National Program saw major policies and procedures
implemented in 2009. At the National Executive Council (NEC) meeting in
Ottawa, September, the National Program Policy and Procedures document
completed its last review and was finalized, a Terms of Reference for the NEC
was completed, International Travel Directives and Procedures were adopted, a
National Standard for Entrance Requirements were ratified and a National
Standard for Uniform, Dress and Deportment was also ratified.
BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2009
Drum Majors: Graham Muir, Mark Watson
Pipers: Mo Aller, Rod Booth, Lorne Clifford, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Sandy
Creber, Cam Ellis, Matt Goral, Gord Hagar, Brad Hampson, Jonathan Killin,
Charlie King, Wilkie Kushner, Grant Lynds, Alain Marion, Andrew McCain, Steve
McDermid, Howie Morris, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Derek Smith, Merv
Valadares, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt.
Drummers: Andrew Brown (side), Dominique Castonguay (side), Bob Downey
(side), Charles Dumaresq (side), Daryl Fowlie (side), John Harper (bass), D/Sgt
Bruce Hewat (side), Darryl Lim (tenor), John MacDonald (side), Gary McDermott
(tenor), Maurice Smith (tenor), Sandy Turner (bass).
Performance highlights 2009:
• Robbie Burns 250th Anniversary Concert – Dominion Chalmers United
• Robbie Burns Gala – Festival Hall, Pembroke
• Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto
• Windsor Castle Royal Tattoo
• Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo
• Support Our Troops Tattoo – Carleton Place
• Festival International de Musique Militaires de Québec – Québec City
• OPP 100th Anniversary Tattoo – Oshawa GM Centre
• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill
• Beechwood – 5th Anniversary of RCMP National Memorial Cemetery
Solo pipers continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and
funerals, retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions,
performing at 62 different events over the course of 2009. The most significant
event of the year for a duo of RCMP pipers was P/Sgt Gilbert Young and Rod
Booth playing for the visit of the Japanese Emperor and his wife to the
Department of Foreign Affairs, Sussex Drive, on the 8th of July.
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RCMP New Years Levee (6)
RCMP Recruiting – Senators Hockey Game (7)
Robbie Burns Gala – Dominion Chalmers (27) – with dancers
RCMP Musical Ride Open House – for Food Bank (6)
RCMP Recruiting – Raptors Toronto (4)
RCMP Recruiting – Senators Hockey Game (11)
CIS Men’s Basketball Championship – Scotiabank Place (17)
St John’s Lodge 21a 165th Anniversary (18)
RCMP Recruiting – Toronto Maple Leafs, Toronto (8)
Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (20)
Windsor Castle Royal Tattoo (5)
Gloucester Lions Club 40th Anniversary – Carleton Raceway (14)
RCMP Fallen Officers Parade (13)
Madonna Parade (16) – with dancers (16)
Breast Cancer Walk – Rockcliffe Park (15)
NDMC Close-Out Parade (9)
Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (13)
Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo – Halifax (5)
RCMP Medals Parade (6)
Sunset Ceremonies (13) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (13) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (13) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (13) – with dancers
Canada Day Parade and Ceremony – Merrickville (19)
Support Our Troops Tattoo – Carleton Place (16) – with dancers
RCMP Recruiting – Toronto Football Club, BMO Field (6)
Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (24)
Navan Fair Parade (9)
North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (16)
Festival International de Musique Militaires de Québec – Québec City (2)
RCMP Veterans Golf Tournament (4)
NGCC (United Way) Kick-Off at Rideau Hall (8)
OPP 100th Anniversary Tattoo – Oshawa GM Centre (20)
Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (26)
Beechwood 5th Anniversary of RCMP National Memorial Cemetery (19)
RCMP Medals Parade (12)
Remembrance Day – Rockland (13)
Remembrance Day – Orleans (15)
United Way – Closing Ceremony Shenkman Theatre (10)
Brad Hampson Return from Sudan – Ottawa Airport (8)

15 JANUARY 2009
DOMINION CHALMERS UNITED
A ROBBIE BURNS CELEBRATION
With 2009 being the 250th
anniversary of the birth of Robbie
Burns, it seemed only appropriate
to reprise the exceptionally
successful Dominion Chalmers
Concert of 2008. The Dominion
Chalmers production team, in
particular, were extremely happy
to see the band and dancers
back as it had been a highlight of
their
2008
concert
series
schedule. The 2009 concert
brought back all the incredibly
talented artists from the year
previous with CBC radio host
Rob Clipperton as the MC,
Scottish Gaelic singer Catherine
Ann MacPhee, Riverdance fiddler Alexis MacIsaac, RCMP tenor Garth Hampson
(accompanied by his son Brad Hampson and pianist Luba Sluzar Pope), and with
one additional musician for 2009, the exceptional organist Pat Messier of Orleans
United. Also joining the cast for a guest appearance at this amazing concert was
Robbie Robertson who performed the Address to the Haggis.

2009 ROBBIE BURNS CELEBRATION CONCERT DVD

18 JANUARY 2009
PEMBROKE ROBBIE BURNS CELEBRATION
In February 2008, following that year’s extremely successful Dominion Chalmers
concert, Garth Hampson approached the band with a request from Bob Pilot, an exMountie in Pembroke, asking if the band and dancers would consider performing a
concert at Festival Hall in celebration of the Robbie Burns 250th anniversary, with
proceeds to go both to the band and the local Kiwanis Club. Late in 2008, further
discussion took place and it was agreed the RCMP band would take its 2009 Dominion
Chalmers concert “on the road”. Also incorporating some local Pembroke talent, the
show was a huge success, playing to an exceptionally enthusiastic sold-out concert hall.

2009 – RCMP RECRUITING DRIVE
In 2009, the RCMP embarked on a major recruiting drive targeting young vibrant
Canadians looking for a challenging and exciting new future. Aiming this initiative
at the places mostly likely to find the intended audience, the RCMP recruiters
focused on high profile sports events across Canada. In Ontario, the chosen
venues for the recruiting drive were associated with the professional sporting
teams, the Ottawa Senators, the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Toronto Raptors, the
Toronto Football Club, and the amateur CIS Basketball Championships which
were being held in Ottawa. The RCMP Pipe Band had the good fortune to be
invited to all these events to provide a “beacon” for the RCMP recruiting tables.

24 FEBRUARY 2009
TORONTO RAPTORS – AIR CANADA CENTRE

04 APRIL 2009
TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS – AIR CANADA CENTRE

18 JULY 2009

TORONTO FOOTBALL CLUB – BMO FIELD

22 MARCH 2009
FIRST PRACTICE WITH POLICE SERVICE HORSE “GEORGE”
RCMP STABLES, CANADIAN POLICE COLLEGE
On the 26th of May, the RCMP would be presenting Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II with a new horse.... “George” (named after her grandfather, King George V).
One of the things that was necessary in preparation for this trip was the "training"
of Police Service Horse (PSH) George. As well as all the other regular training
that is done as part of being a horse associated with the Musical Ride, it was
important to have PSH George comfortable around bands. In particular, getting
him used to being around the pipes and drums was especially important so when
he was about to be presented to Her Majesty at Windsor Castle, the RCMP pipe
band wouldn’t spook him into doing something that would not be good in the very
special company he would be keeping at that moment. So on the afternoon of
Sunday 22 March the band had its first session with PSH George at the Indoor
Ride Facility at the RCMP stables, Canadian Police College.

14 APRIL 2009
SECOND PRACTICE WITH POLICE SERVICE HORSE “GEORGE”
CANADIAN POLICE COLLEGE

05 MAY TO 19 MAY 2009
WINDSOR CASTLE ROYAL TATTOO
On the 6th of June 2008, A/Commr Bernie Corrigan, freshly back from the UK after
repatriating the Sam Steele collection, advised A/Commr Graham Muir that there was a
strong possibility that the band would be invited to the 2009 Windsor Castle Royal
Tattoo. Good news indeed!! The notion went dormant, however, until an email from Supt
Greg Peters, Director Strategic Partnerships and Heritage Branch, was received in
October to the Chair of the NEC Council, Graham Muir, asking if a national composite
pipe band could be created for the event, with a maximum of twelve participants.
The P/M designated for this potential band was P/M Graeme Ogilvie (Ottawa) and he
contacted Supt Peters to question why the decision to have a pipe band with only twelve
members. The requested number was extraordinarily small for a pipe band, especially
accounting for the massive size of the outdoor arena at Windsor Castle.
The answer was simple; there were no available accommodations for the band. The
military barracks were already full with the Household Cavalry and the military bands. All
hotel and motel accommodation for miles around Windsor were pre-booked for the
Royal Windsor Horse Fair that was taking place at the same time. The only feasible
possibility left was to restrict the band to twelve members and beg their indulgence by
putting them up in the Royal Apartments at Windsor Castle for the ten-day visit. In the
time it took for his eyes to blink P/M Ogilvie agreed to the conditions, and with D/M
Graham Muir, began the preparations for the adventure ahead.
After initial practices at the RCMP Stables, the following band left for Windsor on
Thursday 07 May 2009: D/M Graham Muir (NCR), P/M Graeme Ogilvie (NCR), D/Sgt
Bruce Hewat (NCR), D/Sgt Tracy Bérubé (Montreal), Piper Ryan Cadotte (Winnipeg),
Piper John Stewart (Edmonton), P/Sgt Gilbert Young (NCR), Piper/Band Officer Rod
Booth (NCR), P/M Hugh Peden (Vancouver), P/M Brent Blanchard (Regina), P/M Wayne
Moug (Halifax), P/M Scott Murray (Moncton), and Bass Sandy Turner (NCR).

The plan was for the Composite Band of the RCMP Pipes and Drums to perform at a
three-day Military Tattoo at Windsor Castle, 14-16 May inclusive. For the RCMP Pipes
and Drums, this afforded the distinction of being the first international pipe band ever
invited to take part in the Windsor Castle Royal Tattoo, a fundraiser for current and
former members of the British military and their families. On the 16th of May as part of
the final night of the Tattoo, during a special ceremony, the RCMP represented by
Commissioner Elliott, would present HRH Queen Elizabeth II with the gift of PSH
George. The band would feature prominently in this presentation ceremony.
As noted in a previous story, a military axiom proclaims, “No plan survives first contact”.
On arrival at Heathrow the band learned that there had been an accident with PSH
George earlier that day. SM Bill Stewart, RCMP Ride Master, was exercising PSH
George along with the Queen’s Stud Groom Terry Pendry (on PSH Sir James, another
gift to the Queen from the RCMP), when PSH George slipped on a lose log, thundered
into the ground – with Bill landing first. PSH George was okay. Bill, however, found
himself in the hospital with a severely fractured left arm. With characteristic stoicism,
though, Bill would not waiver from his duty. This was Bill’s horse, Bill’s occasion, and he
was not going to let a “minor” issue like this rob him of his participation. In the end, the
sleeve of his red serge tunic was cut and for the ceremony would be sewed onto Bill,
allowing for the cast. With Bill resting the badly broken immobile arm on the horn of the
saddle, and requiring his right hand for other things (e.g. saluting), he would do much of
the ceremony controlling PSH George using just his legs. An amazingly equestrian!!
As noted above, “No plan survives first contact”. On arrival at Windsor Castle it was
discovered there were too many people in the band for the Royal Apartments. D/M Muir
was on pre-deployment training, for Afghanistan, and was scheduled to arrive late. Rod
Booth was included on the trip to fill the position of Band Officer in his interim and act as
a spare piper. However, when Graham arrived, there would be one too many. Also
affecting the numbers was the Queen’s late invitation to RCMP Supt (ret’d) Ken
MacLean to attend the Tattoo. Two too many. It was a bad assumption that the rooms
were big enough to double up. Apparently you do not do “cots” in Windsor Castle. As a
result, P/M Scott Murray and D/Sgt Bruce Hewat were banished to rooms in the Clock
Tower for the duration, with the Queen’s piper. They learned to adapt, and quite enjoyed
their special status, despite the many stairs to get to their humble abodes.

RCMP-only practices were held 09-10 May (indoor
practices were held in the Castle Undercroft,
inconveniently disturbing all of the Queen’s admin and
cooking staff) and then full tattoo rehearsals were held
11-13 May with the Massed Tattoo Pipes and Drums
which included the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, the 1st
Battalion Scots Guards, the 1st Battalion Irish Guards,
the Royal Regiment of Scotland (Royal Scots Borderers,
Royal Highland Fusiliers, the Highlanders, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders), and the
RCMP. The Windsor Castle Royal Tattoo itself ran for three nights, 14-16 May.
Between practices and shows, the band, with their all-area
passes, enjoyed exploring every square inch of the Castle,
marveling in the 1,000 years of history that they were
experiencing. A few alarms were set off in the process, but Castle
security soon learned to live with adventurous Canadians. And
everything in the Castle had an age to it, and was marked. As
seen in the photo to the left, even the bed sheets dated back to the reign of Victoria!!
The overall trip was extraordinary. Tours through private parts of the Castle, photos with
one of the Queen’s corgis, meeting members of the Order of the Garter, the opportunity
to assist the late Tony Martin with the raising of the Royal Standard, church service with
the Choir of St George’s Chapel, and breakfast where one dare not ask for more than
the Royal allotment. Just too many stories. Truly the trip of a lifetime.

16 MAY 2009
PRESENTATION OF PSH “GEORGE” TO THE QUEEN

BILL AND NANCY STEWART 25TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
WINDSOR CASTLE
During the afternoon of Friday 15 May a private garden party was held in the
backyard of the home of Terry Pendry, the Royal Stud Groom, at Windsor Castle.
The advertised purpose of the event was to provide Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II an opportunity to thank the RCMP for presenting her with Police
Service Horse “George”. The official receiving line was comprised of A/Commr
Bernie Corrigan (CO National Headquarters), Supt (ret’d) Ken MacLean (former
OIC of the Musical Ride), Supt Greg Peters (Director Strategic Partnership &
Heritage Branch), SM Bill Stewart (Ceremonies and Protocol, Musical Ride), and
at the invitation of Her Majesty, their respective wives. Once the Queen had
completed the receiving line, Terry Pendry took her by the elbow to introduce her
to P/M Graeme Ogilvie and D/M Graham Muir, who had also been invited to the
special event.
The overall visit had been a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for all the band
members, surely never to happen again. And they all took the opportunity to
make sure they enjoyed ever minute, including nightly get-togethers at the close
of the day with each night hosted within a different member’s room (P/M Hugh
Peden won the lottery for best room – in a turret of the Castle, D/M Graham Muir
the prettiest – Maggie Thatcher’s room, it was pink). It was the same maid
looking after the Queen who was responsible for cleaning each of the band
member’s rooms, which meant each morning she took away copious empty
cases of beer, empty bottles of whisky, etc. Subtlety noticeable in the photo
below is a wry smile between the Queen and the P/M. On being introduced by
Terry Pendry she put out her hand and said, “So good to meet you, Pipe Major, I
understand that your band has been enjoying themselves in the Castle”. No
secrets in the Royal household.
Also noticeable in the photo below right might be the “special” haircut that D/M
Muir got for the incredibly auspicious occasion. Unfortunately a small
miscommunication between Graham and the barber (accents being slightly
foreign to each) resulted in Graham not requiring another haircut for many
months to follow.

The 25th Anniversary Presentation. Although the formal purpose of the
afternoon was the exchange of thank you’s (and the gift of a miniature statuette
of a horse and rider to the Queen from the RCMP), the Queen had another
purpose in mind, and in hindsight, the reason for the wives being invited.
After all the official speeches were concluded, the Queen asked SM Stewart and
his wife Nancy to come forward; at which point she began to apologize profusely
to Nancy. To prepare PSH George for the ceremony, Bill had to travel to the UK
one month in advance and the Queen discovered that meant they missed their
25th wedding anniversary.
As the Queen said to Nancy, it was her selfish desire to receive a new horse
during the week of the Tattoo that caused them to miss their 25th anniversary.
Given the importance of that milestone in a relationship, and the fact that it only
comes around once in the lifetime of each marriage, the Queen felt terribly
responsible for keeping them apart for that special day of celebration.
In the presence of all those assembled
that afternoon, the Queen had her staff
bring out a 25th anniversary cake, and
with a ceremonial sword, the three of
them officially cut the cake. Following a
champagne toast, the Queen also had
the staff bring out a “small” present of
appreciation for Bill and Nancy, a
framed, and signed, print of the Queen
and Prince Philip, personalized to them
on the special occasion of their 25th
wedding anniversary.
It was SO amazing to watch the Queen sincerely apologize for a wrong she felt
committed, and to take this opportunity to try and make it all “right”.

21 JUNE TO 09 JULY 2009
ROYAL NOVA SCOTIA INTERNATIONAL TATTOO
HALIFAX

The RCMP National Ceremonial Troop (NCT) and RCMP Pipes & Drums (P&D) were
invited to participate in the 2009 Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo in Halifax, Nova
Scotia. The Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo is arguably the best produced and
directed show of its kind in the world. This non-profit production shows annually to a live
audience of more than sixty thousand with a televised special that airs on the 11th of
November each year. The RCMP first appeared in the Tattoo in 1982 to mark the 60th
anniversary of the Force assuming provincial policing responsibilities in Nova Scotia. In
1998 the Tattoo was dedicated to the 125th anniversary of the founding of the Force and
an RCMP composite pipe band, in their current uniform, performed in public for the very
first time.
In 2009 the RCMP Composite P&D took
part in the opening scene, two additional
scenes, the Finale, and a part in the
RCMP National Ceremonial Troops’
scene. The P&D also performed two
one-hour Tattoo Festival performances,
which took place at noon, in the
Halifax/Dartmouth area. On Canada
Day the composite pipe band and
ceremonial troop participated in the
annual Tattoo Festival Parade in
Halifax. It was a busy schedule.

th

4 of July party, Larry Embleton’s house
in Fall River.

You know it has been a good house
party when a drummer leaves his
head print in the wall. Ouch!!

When Maj Donald Corbett was managing several projects
following 9/11, the team had to remain flexible to balance
limited resources against real and often perceived
requirements. During a particularly crazy meeting, he said
to the team, "Folks we need to stay flexible and be flexible
at all times, or this thing will drive us crazy!" His wise and
astute scheduler said, "That would make us "SEMPER
GUMBY!" i.e. always flexible." Gales of laughter followed
and that broke the ice. When P/M Wayne Moug went
looking for an RNSIT 2009 catch-phrase, Donald suggested
"SEMPER GUMBY" and it stuck. In 2009, the Survivor
Series was very popular and a T-shirt with the Survivor Logo was printed with "I survived the Nova
Scotia Tattoo" on the front. Lorne Clifford, Angela Corscadden, Donald, and Wayne each got one that
also had SEMPER GUMBY on the back. It has been an RCMP Pipe Band motto every since.

24-31 AUGUST 2009
FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL DE MUSIQUES MILITAIRES DE QUÉBEC
QUÉBEC CITY
The “C” Division (Montreal) RCMP Pipes
and Drums were invited to perform as part
of the massed Pipes and Drums at the
three-day
Festival
International
de
Musiques Militaires de Québec at the Pepsi
Coliseum in Québec City 28-30 August
2009. On request from Capt Ian Ferguson,
Commanding Officer Air Command Band 17
Wing Winnipeg, the RCMP agreed to
increase its overall size by making the
RCMP participation a composite pipe band
with members joining from “C” Division
(Montreal), “H” Division (Halifax) and “A” Division (Ottawa). The RCMP band was also
accompanied by the “H” Division Highland Dance Team. Other pipe bands participating
included the Québec City Fraser Highlanders, Air Command Pipes and Drums (Ottawa)
and the 12 Wing Shearwater Pipes and Drums.

12 SEPTEMBER 2009
OPP 100th ANNIVERSARY TATTOO
OSHAWA
The Ontario Provincial Police geared up for what OPP
Commissioner Julian Fantino called "the show of the century"
in Durham Region. On 12 September, the General Motors
Centre in Oshawa hosted the OPP Centennial Tattoo,
featuring police and military pipes and drums bands and
marching bands from across Canada and demonstrations by
OPP specialized units. The massed pipes and drums were
under the direction of D/M Norm MacKenzie and included
Metro Toronto, Durham and the RCMP.

This is what friends do for
friends. Sporran braided
courtesy Derek Smith.

27 SEPTEMBER 2009
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL
PARLIAMENT HILL

\

15 OCTOBER 2009
5 ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY
RCMP NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY - BEECHWOOD
TH

11 NOVEMBER 2009
REMEMBRANCE DAY – ORLEANS LEGION

16 DECEMBER 2009
BRAD HAMPSON RETURN FROM SUDAN

United Nations Mission in Sudan 2009. In February 2009, Brad Hampson was
seconded to the RCMP for a UN peacekeeping mission in Sudan, Africa, for
most of that year. After pre-deployment training, he was appointed Deputy
Contingent Commander of the Canadian Police contingent of 20 officers, and in
March they deployed to Khartoum. He brought his bagpipes and played them
many times in the country, and almost had them seized at the airport on the way
home, which required Brad playing them to ensure security knew they were a
musical instrument.
The Canadian Armed Forces Op Safari in mission assisted the police greatly,
Brad piping at their compound numerous times, which in the desert climate,

reached 54 degrees Celsius on the hottest days. Haboobs (ferocious sky high
rolling sandstorms) occurred frequently across the country and the contingent
endured many, with the tiniest sand particles getting into everything. Brad’s pipe
case zipper to this day holds the light sand remnants as a reminder. These were
nothing compared to the scorpions in boots left outside “sea can” homes, or
black Mamba poisonous snakes that roamed the compound by night looking for
prey.
Sudan had not yet separated into two countries, and had
only just ceased a 50 year civil war with millions killed, not to
mention the Darfur crisis. Sudan’s President had just been
indicted for genocide by the International Criminal Court
Tribunal. The UN police mission in country was to train local
police, monitor human rights violations and the ceasefire
agreement, as well as to assist in preparing security for the
country’s referendum on separation (which did occur a few
years after). Brad’s UN role varied over the course of the 9
month mission, but remained as a Staff Officer in the UNHQ,
while he toured most of the many UN bases throughout, seeing much of the
country travelling by UN helicopter over 25,000 kms during the mission. He also
cared for the twenty Canadian Police across the mission, where conflict and
skirmishes were still occurring daily, and violence and death were a daily worry
for the locals.
Bagpipes brought some respite to not only the
Canadians, but to all nations represented,
including the Sudanese. Brad piped at the
Khartoum Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery
many times for events, including: ANZAC Day (for
the Australian/New Zealand Army & Police),
Remembrance Day (for all Commonwealth
Forces), and other days for visiting dignitaries. He
played for both the Canadian and UK High
Commissions for special diplomatic events and at the UNHQ compound from the
roof on multiple occasions. Brad piped for his Canadian UN medal ceremony, as
well as several other countries’ contingents. He even played with the Gurkhas
pipers who were posted in one of the southern bases. The Gurkha pipes were
army issued, very old, with cane reeds, and to say they were intrigued with
carbon fibre tongue reeds was an understatement. For the Glengarry Highland
Games Friday night tattoo, Brad supplied a greetings video along with Graham
Muir (deployed in Afghanistan).
After surviving many challenges in a tough mission, Brad returned home before
Christmas to reunite with family and friends, welcomed at the airport by the
combined Pipe Bands of the RCMP and OPS, and with a much greater
appreciation for the great country Canada is. Bagpipes once again, helped to
forge relationships and build police-community relations throughout the mission.

EPILOGUE. In a place called Nassir, South
Sudan on the Nile, which saw tons of tragedy,
violence and death, there were hulks of burned
out tanks and such amidst unexploded
ordnance, minefields, and the like. And yet,
there were children being schooled under trees
(we brought them school supplies donated
from home), and playing in the mud while life
went on. They loved to be in pics. When I flew
out by helicopter from this UN Base, that night I learned one of the children had
been killed, blown up by a mine. It was a sad end to a good moment with them,
and made me realize again, how lucky we are in Canada, having won the lottery
by being born here.

2009 RCMP ADVERTISEMENT
PPBSO OTTAWA BRANCH NEWSLETTERS
Announcements
RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS….
LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS
The RCMP Pipes and Drums, unique
in their red serge tunics, are proud to
represent
the
Royal
Canadian
Mounted Police and the country of
Canada. The RCMP has over 130
years of tradition and service, and the seven RCMP pipe bands across Canada now
share a part of that tradition and provide a quality partnership with the Force and its
communities. The RCMP pipe band in Ottawa is now into its ninth year and currently
looking for new members who are up to the challenge and would like to share in multifaceted
experiences
available both here in
Ottawa and in composite
band events across the
country. Participation in
the
RCMP
band
demands a very high
standard of dress and
deportment, and requires
an initial police background check. Nevertheless, the opportunities for exciting and
rewarding events in which to travel and participate are boundless. If interested in
inquiring further, please contact Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie by email at
graeme.ogilvie@sympatico.ca, or Drum Sergeant Bruce Hewat by email at
kilty.macbagpipe@gmail.com .

24 DECEMBER 2009
FUNERAL FOR RCMP COMMISSIONER NADON
BEECHWOOD NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY
The 16th Commissioner of the RCMP, Maurice J. Nadon
(Ret'd), who served as Commissioner from 01 January
1974 to 31 August 1977, died at the age of 89 in Pembroke,
Ontario on 21 December 2009. The subsequent funeral
was held on the 24th of December at the Beechwood RCMP
National Memorial Cemetery. A formal request was
received by the band to have a piper lead the bearer party
into the Beechwood chapel and then to pipe a small
procession from the Beechwood Reception Centre to the
mausoleum. The procession was to consist of mounted
riders, hearse, honorary and
actual pall bearers, followed by
the family on foot.
As a result of the forecasted
cold weather, piping outdoors
was not feasible and the option
to have a drummer play the
cadence
was
explored.
However, due to the short
notice and the time of year
(Christmas Eve) no drummer
was available. Consequently,
Supt. Rod Booth pulled double
duty on that day. He piped
inside the chapel and then
when the procession mustered
outdoors, he quickly put his
pipes down and donned a tenor
drum to play the cadence up to
the mausoleum. This was his
first and last foray into the world
of the back-rank players. You
can tell from the picture at left
that he was in fact an imposter
by the way that he did not place
his sporran to the side, like all
good drummers know that you
are supposed to do.

10 SEPTEMBER 2009
UNITED WAY OPENING CEREMONY

02 DECEMBER 2009
UNITED WAY CLOSING CEREMONY

OTTAWA CITIZEN 05 MAY 2009
A/COMMR MUIR TO AFGHANISTAN

For Remembrance Day 2009,
A/Commr Graham Muir was lined
up to pipe the lament at the
Canadian Embassy in Kabul but
ended up at Kandahar Airfield
instead for a service there with
Ministers McKay and Clement,
and Senator Wallin. He stayed on
to witness the NOK (Next of Kin)
service done later in the afternoon,
which was especially moving for all involved. P/M [Sgt Sigs] Callum Campbell of the “K”
Division (Edmonton) Pipe Band played the lament for this service.

WINDSOR CASTLE
CASUAL TIME PHOTOS

31 JULY TO 01 AUGUST 2009
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES – MAXVILLE

22 AUGUST 2009
NORTH LANARK (ALMONTE) HIGHLAND GAMES

