RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS (NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION)
2008

PRIME TIME. The Band was now well-established at the National Headquarters
General Mess, with Quartermaster Stores located at the Nicholson Building as
well. The demand for the Band’s services and the profile was continuing to grow,
boding well for continued growth and success. With the experience gained over
the first five years since “independence”, 2008 was now time for the band and
dancers to spread their wings and go “prime time”.
The major event of the year was a spectacular two and half hour fundraising
concert at the majestic Dominion Chalmers United Church downtown Ottawa,
featuring guest artists Scottish Gaelic singer Catherine Ann MacPhee,
Riverdance fiddler Alexis MacIsaac, RCMP tenor Garth Hampson (accompanied
by his son Brad Hampson and pianist Luba Sluzar Pope) and MC’d by CBC radio
host Rob Clipperton. It was an exceptional gala performance to a sell-out
audience showcasing the best of the pipe band, dancers and friends.
In 2008, an RCMP composite pipe band participated as the host band in the first
ever Saskatchewan International Tattoo, and it was also the year that an RCMP
band hit the biggest stage with a performance at the Planet Hollywood Resort
Casino in Las Vegas, hosted by TV icon Regis Philbin. A personal highlight for
many in 2008 was performing with Ken Thornton at his 90th birthday party.
September 2008 also saw further transition of the Band Management Team.
LCol Donald Corbett returned from his three-year tour in Virginia, re-joining
Gilbert Young to give the band two active Pipe Sergeants. Newly promoted Supt
Rod Booth left the band on his secondment to the Privy Council Office working
on security preparations for the 2010 Vancouver Olympics, with A/Commr
Graham Muir returning to his role as the Band Officer. Sgt Rod Macleod stepped
away from the band due to work commitments and the new primary Drum Major
became Capt(N) Mark Watson, talked into the band by his RMC class-mate,
Howie Morris.
National Program. The NCR Band Management Team continued its leading
role in facilitating a national review of policy, practice and standards for the
RCMP Community Bands of Pipes & Drums in collaboration with the National
Policy Centre, Public Affairs and Information Services (Ceremonies and Strategic

Opportunities Branch). A National Policy Framework briefing was given to the
RCMP Commissioner in the fall of 2008 by A/Commr Bernie Corrigan and
A/Commr Graham Muir. The purpose was to acknowledge the bands for their
accomplishments and contribution, to enable their operations and activities, and
to explore options to sustain their progress and success.
Highland Dancers. The band’s previous partnership with a local school of
Highland and Celtic dance had now given way to a simpler and more direct
association with a Highland Dance team comprised of mature and experienced
dancers. Under the direction of Jennifer Patterson (D/Sgt Garth Patterson’s wife),
and assisted by Heather Moxley (a graduate of the Loch Murray dance school),
members of the local dance community had more open access to the RCMP
dance team independent of their dance school affiliation.
BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2008
Drum Majors: Rod Macleod, Graham Muir, Mark Watson
Pipers: Colin Abbott, Mo Aller, Rod Booth, Lorne Clifford, P/Sgt Donald Corbett,
Cam Ellis, David Gomme, Matt Goral, Gord Hagar, Brad Hampson, Jonathan
Killin, Wilkie Kushner, Grant Lynds, Alain Marion, Andrew McCain, Steve
McDermid, Howie Morris, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Derek Smith, Merv
Valadares, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt, Matthew Yuen.
Drummers: Andrew Brown (side), Dominique Castonguay (side), Bob Downey
(side), Charles Dumaresq (side), Daryl Fowlie (side), Bruce Hewat (side), Darryl
Lim (tenor), John MacDonald (side), Gary McDermott (tenor), Pamela McIntyre
(tenor), D/Sgt Garth Patterson (side), Joanne Saikaley (tenor), Maurice Smith
(tenor), Kendra Towns (tenor), Sandy Turner (bass).
Performance highlights 2008:
• Robbie Burns Celebration – Dominion Chalmers United
• “A” Division Change of Command Parade - Ottawa
• Carlson 70th Anniversary Concert – Las Vegas
• Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto
• Saskatchewan International Tattoo – Regina
• Support Our Troops Tattoo – Carleton Place
• Fort Henry Tattoo – Kingston
• Gold Cup Parade – Charlottetown PEI
• Hector Festival – Pictou NS
• “O” Division Change of Command Parade – CFB Downsview
• North American Equestrian Championships – Fort Henry Kingston
• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill
• Autumnfest – Woonsocket Rhode Island
• Ken Thornton 90th Birthday – Creemore ON
• Perley-Rideau Concert for the Veterans

2008 Band Events
(number of band members participating in brackets)

01 Jan 2008
27 Jan 2008
08 Feb 2008
26-29 Feb 2008
04 Mar 2008
16 Mar 2008
04 May 2008
14 May 2008
21 May 2008
23 May 2008
25 May 2008
27-31 May 2008
08 Jun 2008
20 Jun 2008
25 Jun 2008
26 Jun 2008
27 Jun 2008
28 Jun 2008
29 Jun 2008
01 Jul 2008
13 Jul 2008
26-27 Jul 2008
01 Aug 2008
15 Aug 2008
16 Aug 2008
17 Aug 2008
18 Aug 2008
23 Aug 2008
06 Sep 2008
06 Sep 2008
20 Sep 2008
28 Sep 2008
11 Oct 2008
18 Oct 2008
29 Oct 2008
09 Nov 2008
11 Nov 2008
07 Dec 2008

RCMP New Years Levee (4)
RCMP Fundraiser – Dominion Chalmers) (21)
“A” Division Change of Command Parade (16)
Carlson 70th Anniversary – Las Vegas (3)
“Pearls in Policing” Regimental Dinner (6)
CIS National Basketball Championship – Scotiabank Place (21)
Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (23)
RCMP Medals Parade (12)
CD Recording (16)
RCMP Fallen Officers Parade (18)
RCMP Highland Dancers Fundraiser (10) – for dancers
Saskatchewan International Tattoo – Regina (5)
Breast Cancer Walk – Rockcliffe Park (13)
Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (9)
Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (12) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (15) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (14) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremonies (16) – with dancers
Canada Day Parade and Ceremony – Merrickville (24)
Support Our Troops Tattoo – Carleton Place (20) – with dancers
Fort Henry Tattoo – Kingston (22) – with dancers
Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (23)
Gold Cup Parade – Charlottetown PEI (7)
Town of Canso Parade – Canso NS (7)
Hector Festival – Pictou NS (7)
“O” Division Change of Command Parade – Downsview (17)
North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (20)
Russell 150th Anniversary Parade (15)
Armitage 50th Wedding Anniversary (12)
North American Equestrian Championships – Fort Henry (19)
Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (30)
Autumnfest – Woonsocket Rhode Island (12) – with dancers
Ken Thornton 90th Birthday – Creemore ON (7)
RCMP Medals Parade
Remembrance Day – Rockland (20)
Remembrance Day – Orleans (15)
Perley-Rideau Medical Centre for the Veterans (20)

The Band continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and funerals,
retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions. Solo pipers
performed at 47 different events over the course of 2008. The feature solo of the
year was P/Sgt Gilbert Young piping at the Remembrance Day Service for the
Canadian Defence Liaison Staff (CDLS) office in Washington DC.

27 JANUARY 2008
DOMINION CHALMERS
A ROBBIE BURNS CELEBRATION
The major event for the band and dancers in 2008 was a spectacular two and
half hour fundraising concert at the majestic Dominion Chalmers United Church
downtown Ottawa, featuring guest artists Scottish Gaelic singer Catherine Ann
MacPhee, Riverdance fiddler Alexis MacIsaac, RCMP tenor Garth Hampson
(accompanied by his son Brad Hampson and pianist Luba Sluzar Pope) and
MC’d by CBC radio host Rob Clipperton. It was an exceptional gala performance
to a sell-out audience showcasing the best of the pipe band, dancers and friends.

DOMINION CHALMERS 2008

08 FEBRUARY 2008
“A” DIVISION CHANGE OF COMMAND PARADE
CARTIER SQUARE DRILL HALL, OTTAWA
The “A” Division Change of Command Parade was held at the Cartier Square
Drill Hall to witness the change of command from the outgoing Commanding
Officer, A/Commr Ghyslaine Clément, to the incoming Commanding Officer,
A/Commr Al Nause. RCMP Commissioner William Elliott was the presiding
officer for the ceremony.

26-29 FEBRUARY 2008
LAS VEGAS

In 2008, Carlson Travel, a global travel management company, was celebrating its 70th
anniversary. The martriarch of the company, Marilyn Carlson Nelson, was set to retire
and she decided to hold one last monster bash to celebrate both. The plan was to hold a
concert at the stage of the Planet Hollywood Resort Casino with major acts from around
the world to represent the world-wide span of the Carlson empire.
The concert MC would be the famous TV host Regis Philbin. Representing the USA
were Tony Bennett and Garrison Keiller, joined by the Taiko Drummers (Japan),
Alexandrova & Belogolovtsev (the two principal dancers from the Russian Ballet), the
Umbilical Brothers (Australia), O Tahite É (Tahiti), Paul Potts (UK), The Boys Choir of
Kenya, Bollywood Step Dance (India) and Michel Lauzière (Canada). To also represent
Canada they wanted the world famous RCMP Musical Ride. On stage??? So they
settled for the RCMP Pipes and Drums.
P/M Graeme Ogilvie went down a day early to complete all the production set up. First
issue was the show staff didn’t realize the pipe band (a composite band from across the
country) had never played together before. The immediate urgency was finding a stage
on which to practice – which turned out to be the “STOMP” stage, amusing all the
drummers in the band. Determining how to situate and move a pipe band around on
stage risers was also an interesting exercise.
All was set, but then the best laid plans o’ mice and men…. The first phone calls started
Monday night with the production staff saying the flight out of Ottawa was cancelled,
where were they? Then a call from Depot, Regina. A Regular Member wasn’t coming
because his wife was in emergency. That resulted in a panic phone call to RCMP Cst
Ryan Cadotte in Winnipeg to leave his pipes behind (he was a Grade 1 piper) and bring
his boots and breeches to hold a flag. The next day started at 0500 hrs (Vegas time)
with a call from P/M Wayne Moug (Halifax). They were still in Halifax. O’Hare Airport in
Chicago was shut down due to a snow storm. Then a call from Edmonton where a piper
had missed his flight – he’d left something in his car and forgot he had to come back
through security to get to his airport gate. And on it continued throughout the day.
Band practices in the Casino parking lot Tuesday were held missing all the Ottawa
members, all the Halifax members, one member from Edmonton and one member from
Moncton. Fortunately the Ottawa members arrived 2300 hrs Tuesday night (via Chicago
and Dallas/Fort Worth), but without D/Sgt Bruce Hewat’s drum, the Drum Major mace
and the Canadian flags for the colour party. Also arriving late that night was the missing
Edmonton member.

The schedule for the band on
Wednesday was practice on the
STOMP stage in the morning, a
practice on the Planet Hollywood
stage for spacing over lunch, and
then a final practice on the STOMP
stage from 1400-1600 hrs. At 1500
hrs, the Moncton member and
Halifax finally arrived in Vegas, and
made the last 30 minutes of the last
stage rehearsal. At 1530 hrs, the
missing drum, mace and flags
arrived. That night was a “finale” rehearsal on the Planet Hollywood stage where the
band was taught how to wave glow sticks as confetti and ribbons rained down on the
stage.
Thursday morning the band was able to
squeeze in an extra practice in the
parking lot and then it was straight on to
an afternoon dress rehearsal – that did
not go well. Back at the band “dressing
room” (an ATCO trailer), the P/M had a
few (actually many) choice words for
everyone there and sent them away
asking that when they returned they
could give the show their full attention. The only one who dared follow a very steamed
P/M into the trailer was P/Sgt Gilbert Young. And on being asked “What more can I
possibly do?”, P/Sgt Young coldly looked the P/M in the eyes and said “Pray”.
Prayer must have worked. It was a perfect show and the band were all given fist bumps
by Tony Bennett on leaving the stage. Given the level of talent assembled for the
concert, it was surprising the number of people post-performance saying the RCMP
Pipes and Drums were the highlight of the night. Everyone was able to leave Vegas on a
high.

LAS VEGAS – WITH REGIS PHILBIN

26 MAY TO 01 JUNE 2008
SASKATCHEWAN INTERNATIONAL TATTOO
REGINA

01 JULY 2008
CANADA DAY PARADE AND CEREMONY
MERRICKVILLE ON

25 JUNE TO 29 JUNE 2008
RCMP SUNSET CEREMONIES

13 JULY 2008
“SALUTE TO OUR TROOPS” TATTOO
CARLETON PLACE ON

26 JULY 2008
FORT HENRY TATTOO
KINGSTON ON
The RCMP Pipes and Drums were invited to participate in the Fort Henry Tattoo
as part of the massed bands for the evening show 26 July. Units participating in
the Tattoo were the Regimental P&D Lorne Scots, Royal Hamilton Light Infantry,
Air Command Pipes and Drums, HMCS Ontario Ships Band, RCMP Pipes and
Drums, Fort Henry Guard, USN Ceremonial Guard Drill Team, Fort Henry Guard
Colour Parties. Participating in the event included a stay over at Queen’s
University (team building!!) with a return to Ottawa on the Sunday. The RCMP
band is seen below with the HMCS Ontario Ships Band, with whom they would
also perform at the Friday night Maxville Tattoo.

01 AUGUST 2008
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES

14-17 AUGUST 2008
COMPOSITE BAND TRIP TO PEI AND NOVA SCOTIA
In mid-June 2008, P/M Wayne Moug of the “H” Division Halifax Pipe Band invited
the NCR and “C” Division Montreal bands to join “H” Division and “J” Division
Moncton on their annual PEI weekend to perform in the Gold Cup and Saucer
events (the Gold Cup and Saucer being a celebrated Canadian harness race). It
was too good an offer to refuse.
The composite band departed Halifax Thursday 14 August and checked in to the
Holland College residence downtown Charlottetown that night. The next morning
was the Gold Cup parade, and with the day being a holiday in PEI, it was to
enormous crowds the entire route. After the parade, it was off by ferry to
Antigonish NS to rooms at SFX University. On Saturday the 16th, the band
performed in the Regatta Parade in Canso NS, with a great home-made lunch
following the parade hosted by the local townspeople.
Given some time left in the day, the Ottawa contingent decided to make a mad
dash across the causeway to do a brief visit to Cape Breton, first stopping in
Baddeck and then on the way back stopping at two meccas for celtic musicians,
supper at the Red Shoe Pub in Mabou (owned by the Rankins) and then a swing
through Buddy MacMaster’s home town of Judique (especially appropriate given
the band was playing the jig “Way to Judique” at the time).
On Sunday, the 17th, the band moved on to Pictou NS to perform a concert at the
Decoste Centre for the famed Hector Festival, and that night, after a whirlwind
visit, it was back to Halifax and flights home.

GOLD CUP PARADE, CHARLOTTETOWN PEI

ON BOARD “THE HECTOR”

GOLD CUP PARADE

REGATTA PARADE, CANSO NS

PICTOU NS
AT THE SHIP, THE HECTOR
[WHICH BROUGH SCOTTISH SETTLERS
TO NOVA SCOTIA IN 1773]

JUDIQUE, CAPE BRETON
THE RED SHOE PUB, MABOU
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER UNIVERSITY (SFX), ANTIGONISH

18 AUGUST 2008

“O” DIVISION CHANGE OF COMMAND PARADE
CFB DOWNSVIEW (TORONTO)
The “O” Division Change of Command was held at the Denison Armoury, CFB
Downsview (Toronto) to witness the change of command from the outgoing
Commanding Officer, A/Commr Michel Séguin, to the incoming Commanding
Officer, A/Commr Mike McDonell (a native of Glengarry, and friend of the band).
RCMP Commissioner William Elliott was the presiding officer for the ceremony.

14 SEPTEMBER 2008
MEMORIAL DAY
DEPOT DIVISION, REGINA
For the first time, the Management Teams of the RCMP Community Bands of
Pipes & Drums met as the National Executive Council. This was also the first
time that the annual meeting took place at RCMP Depot Division in Regina. The
meeting was held in the RCMP Heritage Centre with representatives from all
seven pipe bands and the NHQ Policy Centre. The following day the members of
the NEC joined with the Pipes and Drums of “F” Division to participate in the
RCMP memorial parade. Of special interest in the photo below, the rider on the
left was 82 year old A/Commr (ret’d) Bob Mills.
At the NEC meeting itself, a de-brief was provided of a presentation given to
Commissioner Elliott, the Chief Financial Officer, Alain Sequin, and Senior
Deputy Commissioner Sweeney on 02 September 2008. This presentation was
co-delivered by A/Commrs Bernie Corrigan, Graham Muir and Supt Greg Peters,
which gave the encouraging news that Legal Services had confirmed that there
should be a formalized relationship between the RCMP and the band program as
a “legal entity”. The formalized relationship was important to ensure that the
bands properly represented the Force with respect to image and reputation, and
that there was an appropriate funding arrangement in place to support band
operations, while respecting the fact that the bands are registered not-for-profit
organizations. The Commissioner was fully supportive of the program and had
asked that the policy framework be completed to ensure there was controlled
growth and appropriate governance of the program, and that there was an
appropriate balance of recognition with accountability of the bands. The Chief
Financial Officer was directed to pursue grant funding in support of the bands,
with the intent to prepare a Treasury Board Submission before the end of 2008.

2008 PHOTO – BAND AND DANCERS
CANADIAN MUSEUM OF CIVILIZATION
GATINEAU PQ

LEFT ROW: David Gomme, Douglas Heyland, Alain Marion, Steve McDermid,
Andrew McCain, Matthew Yuen, P/M Graeme Ogilvie.
2nd ROW FROM LEFT: Sandy Turner, Kendra Towns, Merv Valadares, Andrew
Brown, Matt Goral, D/M Graham Muir, Rod Booth.
DANCERS: Cassandra Richards, Carolyn Bass, Laurie MacEachern, Heather
Moxley, Megan Bruce.
RIGHT ROW: P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Charles Dumaresq, Cam Ellis, Derek Smith,
Bob Downey, Gord Hagar, Brad Hampson.
DRUM MAJOR: Rod Macleod.

28 SEPTEMBER 2008
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL
PARLIAMENT HILL

\

11-13 OCTOBER 2008
WOONSOCKET, RHODE ISLAND
C” Division (Montreal) had just completed a massive shake-up of their pipe band
resulting in only a few members left and available to support a commitment to the
Autumnfest in Woonsocket, Rhode Island (the State’s largest community
festival). A request went out to the NCR, J Division (Moncton) and H Division
(Halifax) bands for assistance, but given that it was being held over the Canadian
Thanksgiving weekend, it was difficult finding members available. Eventually
twelve band members from Ottawa, five highland dancers from Ottawa and two
members from Halifax (P/M Wayne Moug and piper Dr Jack Graham) agreed to
assist the Montreal band with the engagement. But it turned out the Montreal
contribution was just three members, so it made for a very small group
representing the RCMP on the Columbus Day weekend (and a very empty 55pax bus!!). The band and dancers performed on stage the Sunday (below), and
Monday morning this small RCMP pipe band, and dancers, were selected to lead
the State parade – which was a bit amusing given the college and high school
bands behind with hundreds in each band. It resulted in a very memorable
weekend. But certainly the most engaging quip from the weekend came from
some young girl on the parade route asking her mother as the band went by with
the dancers all in their pristine white dresses, “Mom, are those girls the virgins?”

18 OCTOBER 2008
KEN THORNTON 90TH BIRTHDAY
CREEMORE ON
On Saturday 18 October 2008, piper Kenneth
W. Thornton turned 90 years young. Some
200 of his closest friends and family gathered
at the Creemore Legion to pay their respects,
enjoy a fine meal, sample the obligatory
birthday cake, and watch the fireworks
brought in especially by Ken to mark the
momentous occasion.
Always the consummate life-goal-setter, Ken
meticulously planned the entire evening and
inserted himself to be part of the celebration
by playing the pipes in his own honour.
Specifically, his vision was to play the solo introduction of Amazing Grace, and
then be ably supported by his mates from the RCMP Pipe Band (Ottawa) who
had travelled to be part of the milestone festivities.
Ken practiced fastidiously for weeks, his pipes were sweet and could be played
with great ease. However, as military wisdom proclaims: “No plan survives first
contact”. Moments before being the centre of musical attention, Ken’s chanter
slipped from its stock and, in slow motion with all watching, turned end over end
landing perfectly with a heart-breaking crunch, reed end down. The reed was
ruined, and Ken’s face openly displayed shock, awe, and pure terror. To the
rescue came P/Sgt Gilbert Young, known colloquially behind his back as the man
who can hear dog whistles, in part a tribute to his amazing ability to set a chanter
reed. With car racing pit crew speed, a new reed was magically produced,
manipulated, and installed. The outcome was Ken playing a perfect solo. The
smashed reed was surreptitiously retrieved and anonymously mailed to Ken a
few weeks later (by Supt Rod Booth), painted gold in its new life as a fridge
magnet. Pure excelsior in action!!

23 AUGUST 2007
NORTH LANARK (ALMONTE) HIGHLAND GAMES
[RCMP piper Andrew McCain with Jonathan Killin, Gary McDermott, D/Sgt Bruce Hewat]

FALL 2008

BLUE SERGE COVER
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WINDSOR POLICE ASSOCIATION

11 NOVEMBER 2008
REMEMBRANCE DAY – WASHINGTON DC
The CDLS(W) Commemorative Service started at 1030 hrs on the 11th of November in
the Rotunda of the Canadian Embassy. Canada's Ambassador to the United States
participated in the ceremony and the event was well attended by other Canadians and
the International community (approximately 400 guests). The service was followed by a
brief reception in the Canada Room at the Embassy. Upon conclusion of the reception, a
small Canadian Forces delegation, the piper (P/Sgt Gilbert Young) and a Canadian
Forces Padre were hosted by Major General Langton Commander of CDLS(W), who
then all proceeded to the Cross of Sacrifice in Arlington National Cemetery for a wreath
laying ceremony.

HALIFAX METRO NEWSPAPER
18 APRIL 2008
OOPS!! P/M Graeme Ogilvie worked
for a defence contractor out of
Enfield, Nova Scotia (near the
Halifax airport). At the plant for a 3day series of meetings, he excused
himself early on the last day to catch
his flight back to Ottawa. What he
didn’t mention was that he was
going downtown Halifax first to take
part in a ceremony with the “H”
Division Pipes and Drums. It was
just a little more than embarrassing
when the next day the photo to the
left showed up on the front page of
the Halifax Metro Newspaper.

FEBRUARY-APRIL 2008
NUNAVUT
From February to April 2008, piper Brad
Hampson, an OPS Sergeant at the time,
was seconded to the RCMP as a Special
Constable on an exchange program for V
Division in Nunavut. Brad completed the
Arctic survival course in G Division in Hay
River, NT, and then was posted to Clyde
River Detachment on the east coast of
Baffin Island above the 70th parallel. He
brought his RCMP band bagpipes with him,
and stepped off the RCMP Pilatus aircraft
into the 800 some populated Inuit
community, where he lived in RCMP
housing, beside the other RCMP Constable
in the community. Through March and
April, along with patrolling the land and ice
outside the community on snow machine
with his Inuk guide, he responded to calls
for service, and did general police work. He
even built and slept in an igloo. Part of his
work involved visiting the local school,
where he organized a police-community
“Respect for Inuk Elders” project. He brought his bagpipes to get the kids
attention, and it worked marvellously, as most had never heard or seen bagpipes
before. They laughed and giggled continuously, and jumped head long into the
“Respect” project, a huge success. On completion, the winning group of school
kids were treated with a bagpipes concert and photos with the instrument, which
excited them immensely. So much so that on Brad’s last day before returning to
Ottawa, the school asked him to drop by, where the Principal had gathered the
entire school body, to thank him for the music and work in the school. They even
presented him a white marble carved
polar bear and gave Brad an Inuk
name, translated into English “tall
slim man”. Brad also piped at the
local church and for the elders while
in Clyde River on several occasions.
Music and bagpipes of the RCMP
P&D, in this short time, led to
significant
building
of
policecommunity relations and trust, so
important for effective policing in this
most remote location, the 5th most
northerly settlement in Canada.

11 DECEMBER 2008
DOMINION CHALMERS
ROBBIE BURNS CELEBRATION CONCERT
CD PRODUCTION
Shortly after the Robbie Burns gala, a
friend of S/Sgt (ret’d) Garth Hampson,
Tom Barnes, contacted the band to say
that he had a professional quality audio
recording of the entire concert. It turned
out Garth had wanted an audio recording
of his performance, so he enlisted the
help of Tom to create the respective
tracks. But in the process, Tom recorded
the whole afternoon.
On listening to the raw audio it was
agreed there might be some potential for
a CD. Unfortunately some of the pipe
band tracks weren’t of the desired quality,
but everything else was amazingly good.
So with the kind assistance of Tom
Barnes and the generosity of Dominion
Chalmers who offered up their stage on
the 21st of May – the only night of the year
that it was available, the band re-recorded
most of the pipe band tracks.
P/M Ogilvie, using the free App Audacity,
created the individual tracks for the CD.
All photos were provided courtesy of
RCMP photographer Roxanne Ouellette.
The graphics work for the five pages of
the CD jacket was done by RCMP summer students. RCMP Central Region
Recruiting funded the entire production of the CDs on the condition that a full
page recruiting ad was included in the CD jacket. So in true Scottish fashion, the
band was able to complete the entire CD project for free!! 1,500 copies were
delivered on the 11th of December, just in time for Christmas.

