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A NEW DEFINITION OF BUSY.   The band was now operating in 5th gear with a 
full calendar of events and an ever-increasing number of members. The band 
calendar exploded in 2007 with out-of-area trips to Montreal, Toronto, Regina, 
Hamilton, Clayton NY, Charlottetown PEI, New Glasgow NS, and North Bay. Like 
2006, this year also saw a large change in membership. In 2007, the band had 
departures of six pipers and one bass but it also gained seven new pipers and 
four new sides. What was especially encouraging was an additional fourteen 
applicants who started attending practices in the fall. The huge turnover of 
members, the increased complexity of events planning, and the work associated 
with finishing the effort on having the band function under the aegis of a Not-For-
Profit entity, all made for a very busy year. 
 

In 2007 the band finally re-located its practice venue from the Canadian Police 
College to the National Headquarters General Mess (Vanier), with Quartermaster 
Stores also re-located to the bowels of the same Nicholson Building at HQ. The 
new practice facility gave sufficient space to allow the band and dancers to 
consolidate their performances of “sight and sound”, with a large adjoined 
conference room also made available to the band. As a result of members taking 
the “Smart Serve” course, a huge bonus was that the band was able to open the 
Mess bar for itself after every practice. 
 

For the second time, the band attempted to welcome a colour party to its ranks, 
consisting of a commissioned officer and senior NCO’s of the Force. Although a 
colour party did perform with the band on a number of occasions in 2007 (e.g. 
the Hamilton Tattoo, the Glengarry Highland Games 60th anniversary, the 
Almonte Highland Games), this again unfortunately did not survive the year. 
 

2007 saw the first printing of the Band Regimental Number certificates, courtesy 
of Bob Downey. The certificates were presented to the band at the 16 October 
Annual General Meeting. 
 

National Program.  The NCR Band Management Team continued its leading 
role in facilitating a national review of policy, practice and standards for the 
RCMP Community Bands of Pipes & Drums in collaboration with the National 
Policy Centre, Public Affairs and Information Services (Ceremonies and Strategic 
Opportunities Branch). This initiative would culminate in a presentation to the 
RCMP’s Senior Executive Committee (SEC) in the spring of 2008. 



 

 

Highland Dancers.  The band’s previous partnership with a local school of 
Highland and Celtic dance had now given way to a simpler and more direct 
association with a Highland Dance team comprised of mature and experienced 
dancers. Under the direction of a well-qualified and experienced Jennifer 
Patterson (D/Sgt Garth Patterson’s wife), and assisted by Heather Moxley (a 
graduate of the Loch Murray dance school), members of the local dance 
community had more open access to the RCMP dance team independent of their 
dance school affiliation. In collaboration with this new team of Highland Dancers, 
choreographed dance routines and joint rehearsals regularly occurred to ensure 
that the combined musical, visual and “performance effect” of the group was of 
the highest quality.   
 

 
BAND NOMINAL ROLL – 2007 

 
Drum Majors:  Rod Macleod, Graham Muir 
 
Pipers:  Colin Abbott, Rod Booth, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Cam Ellis, David 
Gomme, Matt Goral, Gord Hagar, Brad Hampson, Douglas Heyland, Jonathan 
Killin, Charlie King, Wilkie Kushner, Grant Lynds, Allie MacDonald, William 
MacNeill, Gary MacPhie, Alain Marion, Andrew McCain, Steve McDermid, Howie 
Morris, Graham Muir, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Derek Smith, Merv Valadares, P/Sgt 
Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt, Matthew Yuen. 
 
Drummers:  Andrew Brown (side), Lorne Clifford (side), Bob Downey (side), 
Charles Dumaresq (side), Daryl Fowlie (side), Bruce Hewat (side), Gary 
McDermott (tenor), D/Sgt Garth Patterson (side), Joanne Saikaley (tenor), 
Maurice Smith (tenor), Kendra Towns (tenor), Sandy Turner (bass). 
 
 
Performance highlights 2007: 
 

• St Patty’s Day Parade – Montreal 

• Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto   

• RCMP Freedom of the City, Opening of the RCMP Heritage Centre, 
Saskatchewan International Tattoo – Regina 

• Canadian International Military Tattoo – Hamilton 

• Celebration of Summer Parade – Clayton NY   

• Glengarry Highland Games 60th Anniversary – Maxville 

• RCMP Commissioner Change of Command  

• Gold Cup Parade – Charlottetown PEI 

• Festival of Tartans – New Glasgow NS  

• Canadian Police and Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill 

• 125th Anniversary Policing Tattoo – North Bay 

• John McDermott Christmas Concert – Centrepointe Theatre 
 



 

 

2007 Band Events 
(number of band members participating in brackets) 

 
 

21 Feb 2007 Commissioner Zaccardelli Retirement Dinner (5) 
18 Mar 2007 St Patty’s Day Parade – Montreal (13) 
06 May 2007 Ontario Police Memorial Service – Toronto (23) 
08 May 2007 RCMP Medals Parade (12) 
14 May 2007 Administration of Oath – Mr Justice Timothy Ray (10) 
18 May 2007 Orleans Villa – 90 Birthday (Turner) (6) 
23 May 2007 RCMP Fallen Officers Parade (10) 
23 May 2007 RCMP Heritage Centre Opening – Regina (7) 
24 May 2007 RCMP Freedom of the City – Regina (7) 
24-26 May 2007 Saskatchewan International Tattoo – Regina (7) 
03 Jun 2007 Breast Cancer Walk – Rockcliffe (9) 
07-10 Jun 2007 Canadian International Military Tattoo – Hamilton (21) – with dancers 
15 Jun 2007 Cancer Society Relay for Life – Millennium Park Orleans (8) 
27 Jun 2007 Sunset Ceremonies (17) – with dancers 
28 Jun 2007 Sunset Ceremonies (16) – with dancers 
29 Jun 2007 Sunset Ceremonies (13) – with dancers 
30 Jun 2007 Sunset Ceremonies (17) – with dancers 
01 Jul 2007 Canada Day Parade and Ceremony – Merrickville (20) 
01 Jul 2007 Sunset Ceremonies (21) – with dancers 
08 Jul 2007 Support Our Troops Tattoo – Carleton Place (18) – with dancers 
20 Jul 2007  Kars Fair Parade 
22 Jul 2007 Clayton NY Celebration of Summer Parade (17) – with dancers 
02 Aug 2007 B in the Park – Confederation Park Ottawa (23) – with dancers 
03 Aug 2007 Maxville Friday Night Tattoo (28) – with dancers 
04 Aug 2007 Glengarry Highland Games Opening Massed Band (25) 
10 Aug 2007 RCMP Commissioner Change of Command Parade (21) 
17 Aug 2007 Gold Cup Parade – Charlottetown PEI (3) 
18 Aug 2007 Festival of Tartans – New Glasgow NS (3) 
25 Aug 2007 North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (21) – with dancers 
07 Sep 2007 United Way/Running Room 5K Fun Run (5) 
15 Sep 2007 Hawkesbury Legion 60th Anniversary (17) 
30 Sep 2007 Canadian Police & Peace Officers Memorial – Parliament Hill (24) 
15 Oct 2007 Funeral for RCMP Cst Worden – Ottawa (20) 
30 Oct 2007 RCMP Medals Parade (9) 
11 Nov 2007 Remembrance Day – Rockland (18) 
13 Nov 2007 Funeral for RCMP Cst Scott – Brockville (14) 
23-25 Nov 2007 125th Anniversary Policing Tattoo – North Bay (14) 
15 Dec 2007 John McDermott Christmas Concert – Centrepointe Theatre (23) 

 

The Band continued to be a common feature at regimental dinners and funerals, 
retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions in support of 
“A” Division’s Public Relations Unit. Solo pipers performed at 52 different events 
over the course of 2007. The highlight was piper Brad Hampson piping in Prince 
Edward at the Canadian War Museum for the Duke of Edinburgh Awards. 

 



 

 

18 MARCH 2007 
ST PATTY’S DAY PARADE 

MONTREAL 
[C Division, J Division, H Division and NCR Pipe Bands] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

08 MAY 2007 
RCMP MEDALS PARADE 
ST ELIAS HALL, OTTAWA 

(with RCMP Commissioner Bev Busson) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 MAY 2007 
FALLEN OFFICERS PARADE 

RCMP HEADQUARTERS (VANIER) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

23 MAY 2007 
OPENING CEREMONIES – RCMP HERITAGE CENTRE 

RCMP DEPOT DIVISION, REGINA 
 

Construction of the RCMP Heritage Centre began in 2005 to replace the existing RCMP 
Centennial Museum. With RCMP Commissioner Bev Busson in attendance (as 
accompanied by C/Supt Graham Muir and Insp Rod Booth, seen below practicing on the 
flight to Regina), the new Centre was opened 23 May 2007. The museum houses 
exhibits over a century of RCMP history, from the formation of the North-West Mounted 
Police in 1873 to the modern day Mountie. The building was designed by Nick Milkovish 
Architects and is situated in the northeast end of RCMP Academy, Depot Division. It is 
operated by a non-profit organization, the Mounted Police Heritage Centre. 

 
 



 

 

24 MAY 2007 
RCMP FREEDOM OF THE CITY 

REGINA SK 
 

Freedom of the City is a symbolic honour that a city council typically awards a military 
unit, granting them the privilege of marching into the city “with drums beating, colours 
flying, and bayonets fixed”. Even though the RCMP aren’t a military unit, nor do they 
police the city of Regina, the city recognized that they had forever been a part of the 
fabric of the city and the fact that the city fathers wanted to recognize the RCMP as a 
unit was an incredible honour. The theme of “Regina as home” was repeated throughout 
the ceremony following the parade, noting that 54,000 RCMP members had completed 
their training at Depot Division since 1885. Regina was only the second city, after 
Ottawa, to bestow the honour on the Force. 



 

 

24-26 MAY 2007 
SASKATCHEWAN INTERNATIONAL TATTOO 

 
The Saskatchewan International Tattoo was established as a cultural 
tourism initiative following recommendations and community support to 
establish an exciting major annual event to complement the new RCMP 
Heritage Centre, and ultimately, to take advantage of the fact that 
Regina is proud to be the “Home of the RCMP”. The centrepiece of the 
inaugural Tattoo was the Tattoo Pipes and Drums, as assembled by 
P/M Brent Blanchard of the RCMP Regina Pipes and Drums, and under 
the musical direction of P/M Graeme Ogilvie (NCR). The massed pipes 
and drums, almost 100 strong, included players from the Saskatoon 
Police Service Pipe Band, Regina Police Service Pipes and Drums, Wa 
Wa Shriners Pipes and Drums, 7034 Royal Canadian Air Cadets 

Squadron Pipe Band, 2901 
PPCLI Army Cadet Pipe 
Band (Estevan), and 38 
members of RCMP pipe 
bands from Halifax, Montreal, 
Ottawa and the host Regina. 
To accommodate the RCMP 
Musical Ride, the floor of the 
arena was filled with six 
inches of dirt, making for an 
extremely interesting surface 
for marching. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

09 JUNE 2007 
CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TATTOO 

HAMILTON 
 

Early spring, a request was received from the Tattoo Senior 
Pipe Major, John Terrence, asking if the RCMP Pipes and 
Drums could perform at the 2007 (newly named) Canadian 
International Military Tattoo in Hamilton. A Scottish pipe 
band had cancelled, and given that the RCMP were 
apparently a “crowd favourite” in 2004, would the band 
come back? In negotiations, it was requested that the 
RCMP be given a scene of its own, with dancers, and to 
give more “floor presence”, that the Ottawa Police Service 
Pipe Band also be invited. All was agreed and the 
RCMP/OPS composite band with the RCMP Highland 
Dancers, and a combined RCMP/OPS colour party, again 
provided a first class show that was a big hit with the very 
receptive audience. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TATTOO - HAMILTON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stopping in Kingston on the way home from Hamilton, the OPS bus broke down 
at the rest stop resulting in both a longer trip home than originally planned, but 
also the infamous photo below of the “3 Jacks”….  Mellon, Yourt and Gauthier. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

03 JUNE 2007 
WEEKEND TO END BREAST CANCER WALKATHON 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

27 JUNE to 01 JULY 2007 
RCMP SUNSET CEREMONIES 



 

 

02 AUGUST 2007 
“B IN THE PARK” 

CONFEDERATION PARK, OTTAWA 
COMPOSITE BAND of H DIVISION (HALIFAX), K DIVISION (EDMONTON), 

and NCR (OTTAWA) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

04 AUGUST 2007 
60th ANNIVERSARY – GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES 

MAXVILLE ON 
COMPOSITE BAND of 

C DIVISION (MONTREAL), H DIVISION (HALIFAX), K DIVISION 
(EDMONTON), CALGARY, and NCR (OTTAWA) 

 

 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

10 AUGUST 2007 
WILLIAM J.S. ELLIOTT CHANGE OF COMMAND 

 
The Change of Command ceremony took place 10 August 2007 to welcome the RCMP’s 
22nd Commissioner, William J.S. Elliott, and to bid farewell to outgoing Commissioner, 
Bev Busson. The ceremony took place on the grounds of the Musical Ride Centre at the 
RCMP Rockcllffe Stables, with several guests and RCMP employees in attendance, 
including The Honourable Stockwell Day, Minister of Public Safety. The ceremony 
involved a parade and march past for the outgoing Commissioner and the new 
Commissioner, followed by the handing over of the Commissioner’s Tipstaff, from the 
outgoing to the new Commissioner. The handing over of the Tipstaff reinforces the 
continuity of the Force, and is a visible symbol to employees and the public that the 
leadership of the RCMP has passed from one Commissioner to another. Commissioner 
Elliott was sworn in as a member of the RCMP and officially assumed his duties as 
Commissioner on the 16th of July. Bev Busson, who served as the RCMP’s first female 
Commissioner, from December 2006 to July 2007, soon after retired from the Force.  
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EPILOGUE.  With the RCMP Pipe Band now practicing in the Nicholson Building, Insp 
Rod Booth (the Executive Assistant to the Commissioner) took advantage one night of 
giving the band a tour of the building, including the inner sanctum of the Commissioner’s 
office. Jack Yourt, given his propensity to be in photos with everyone of import, jokingly 
“complained” to Rod that there was no photo of himself in the Commissioner’s office. 
Rod turned around the photo above which was prominently displayed on the 
Commissioner’s desk and with a broad smile said to Jack, “You’re wrong!!” 



 

 

17 AUGUST 2007 

75TH ANNIVERSARY GOLD CUP PARADE 
CHARLOTTETOWN PEI 

COMPOSITE BAND of J DIVISION (MONCTON), NCR (OTTAWA), 
LED by H DIVISION (HALIFAX)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

25 AUGUST 2007 
NORTH LANARK (ALMONTE) HIGHLAND GAMES 

 
 



 

 

04 SEPTEMBER 2007 
FIRST PRACTICE 

RCMP HQ GENERAL MESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15 SEPTEMBER 2007 
60th ANNIVERSARY HAWKESBURY LEGION 

HAWKESBURY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

   BEAU’S BREWERY Post Parade           Drums Corps 
 
 



 

 

30 SEPTEMBER 2007 
CANADIAN POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL 

PARLIAMENT HILL 
COMPOSITE BAND of H DIVISION (HALIFAX), J DIVISION (MONCTON), C DIVISION 

(MONTREAL), F DIVISION (REGINA), K DIVISION (EDMONTON), E DIVISION (VANCOUVER) 
AND NCR DIVISION (OTTAWA) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

15 OCTOBER 2007 
FUNERAL - RCMP CST CHRISTOPHER WORDEN 

OTTAWA 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

13 NOVEMBER 2007 
FUNERAL - RCMP CST DOUGLAS ALLEN SCOTT 

BROCKVILLE ON 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

24 NOVEMBER 2007 
125TH ANNIVERSARY POLICING TATTOO 

NORTH BAY ON 
 
22 Wing North Bay and the city of North Bay partnered in organizing an annual 
Tattoo at the North Bay Memorial Gardens. The year 2007 would be the third 
such Tattoo, and in honour of the 125th anniversary of the North Bay Police 
Force, the theme was “A Salute to Police Services”. The massed Police Pipes 
and Drums were under the direction of D/M Bob Skinner, Toronto Police. The 
pipe bands participating were the Toronto Police, York Region, OPP, Sudbury 
Police, Ottawa Police Service and the RCMP. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
15 DECEMBER 2007 

“SALUTE TO OUR VETERANS” CONCERT 
CENTREPOINTE THEATRE, OTTAWA 

 
 



 

 

21 FEBRUARY 2007 
RCMP COMMISSIONER ZACCARDELLI RETIREMENT 

 
Giuliano Zaccardelli, born in  Prezza, Italy, immigrated to 
Canada at age seven. He grew up in the Montreal area, 
joining the RCMP in 1970. He served as the 21st RCMP 
Commissioner from September 2000 to 15 December 
2006. On the 21st of February 2007 a retirement ceremony 
was held at Centurion Centre on Colonnade Road. With a 
close history together since the RCMP Pipes and Drums 
first official engagement at his Change of Command, it was 
the band’s honour to be there at the closing of his career. 
At the end of the official ceremonies, the band toasted 
Zaccardelli one last time during the "pay the piper" 
ceremony. Following the toast, the band presented him 
with the Quaich he had used, a token of their appreciation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

01 AUGUST 2007 
PRESENTATION – CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 

LOCH MURRAY DANCERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

09 APRIL 2007 
VIMY MEMORIAL RE-DEDICATION 

 
Vimy 09 April 2007 5:30 am.  There in Vimy 
for the official memorial ceremony later that 
morning, a small contingent of RCMP 
members (Cpl Debra Holmes, Sgt Ewen 
Booth and C/Supt Graham Muir) thought it 
only appropriate that they were present at the 
site to mark the precise moment of the 
Canadian advance on the Ridge. For Booth it 
was personal. His Grandfather, John William 
Thresh, fought here. As a nineteen-year-old 
boy soldier from Montreal, he served with the 
Canadian Field Artillery as a lead driver and 
gunner for the 22nd and 66th Batteries. 
Grandfather Thresh survived the war and went on to raise a family that included several 
grandchildren, three of whom were then serving in the RCMP. 
 
It was cold and dark, with a stiff wind blowing across the Vimy Memorial, as Booth piped 
the lament. Ninety years had passed, to the minute, since Canada’s youth “went over 
the top”, commencing the assault on Vimy Ridge. The battle that ensued, resulting in the 
successful routing of the Ridge’s German defenders, has since become known as a 
defining moment for Canada as a young nation. They would die and suffer in 
unspeakable numbers. Over the three days that the battle raged 3,598 men perished 
and another 10,602 were wounded. The Vimy Memorial itself marks, with profound 
symbolism, the final resting place of 11,285 Canadian soldiers for whom there is no 
known grave. Their names are etched, each and every one, into the white Croatian 
limestone at the base of the monument.  
 
With Booth’s strains of “Flowers of the Forest” having long drifted away, the historic re-
dedication of the Vimy Memorial took place, well attended by local folk, Canadian youth, 
veterans, dignitaries and royalty. Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip were there to mark 
the occasion with Prime Minister Stephen Harper and the Prime Minister of France. 
Roughly 12,000 people were gathered to bear witness and pay their respects. The 
RCMP was well represented with 35 members, most with family ties to Vimy. 

 
After the formal ceremony had concluded, P/M Donny Waghorn 
of the Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa (who had formed part of 
the composite Cdn Military Pipe Band) noticed Muir as the 
Cameron’s strolled past (Muir having been a Cameron before he 
was a Mountie) and handed him his pipes saying “every piper 
ought to have his photo taken playing at the Vimy Memorial”. So 
he played, and the requisite photo added to his personal archive. 
 
But on this day, the first note ‘in the wee hours’ was from the 
bagpipe of our very own Sgt Ewen Booth, Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. 
 

Excerpted from an article for the June 2007 PPBSO Ottawa Branch newsletter, as written by C/Supt 
Graham Muir. Photographs by Debra Holmes and Gilles Laframboise. 



 

 

 

 

14 MAY 2007 
JUSTICE TIMOTHY RAY – ADMINISTRATION OF OATH 

 
The Honourable Timothy Ray was appointed a Judge of the Superior Court of Justice in 
and for the province of Ontario effective 08 April 2007. Mr Justice Timothy Ray was a 
member of the RCMP Pipes and Drums (NCR) and 
the President and co-founder (with Cam Ellis) of the 
Town of Mississippi Mills Pipe Band. Admitted to the 
Bar of Ontario in 1972, his practice expertise was in 
the areas of litigation, administrative, insurance, 
personal injury, and corporate / commercial law. 
Unfortunately, Tim’s appointment brought an end to 
his time with the RCMP pipe band due to the 
potential conflict of a Judge of the Superior Court of 
Justice also being a member of a unit of the national 
police force. 

 

 

 
11 OCTOBER 2007 

GOLD DUKE of EDINBURGH AWARDS 
 

At the Canadian War Museum on the 
11th of October 2007, Brad Hampson 
piped Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, 
into the Memorial Hall for the Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh (DOE) Award 
presentations. His father, S/Sgt (ret’d) 
Garth Hampson sang the national 
anthem for the event. As a past gold 
award recipient in 1982, Brad had 
been a part of the DOE, volunteering 
the music for the award ceremonies, 
for a number of years previous. 



 

 

CANADIAN CLUB 2007 
JACK’S PAGE 

 
 

EX-PRIME MINISTER BRIAN MULRONEY 
SEPTEMBER 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRIME MINISTER STEPHEN HARPER 
06 FEBRUARY 2007 

 
 
 

TED ROGERS 
19 SEPTEMBER 2007 

 
 
 

JACK LAYTON – LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 

OLIVIA CHOW – TORONTO MP 
20 SEPTEMBER 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PETER MANSBRIDGE 
19 SEPTEMBER 2007 


