RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS (NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION)
2005

Stability and Growth. The band successfully completed another full season of
performances complemented by the Loch Murray team of RCMP Highland
Dancers. By 2005, the band and dancers were already considered a fixture in the
National Capital Region, performing at over 35 events over the course of the
year. Pipers and drummers from the local area continued to gravitate to the band
allowing the numbers to consistently increase, enabling a substantive presence
for its many events.
Challenges. With the early success and growth in the size of the band, it was
quickly outgrowing the EDU building at the Canadian Police College as a practice
facility and the search began for a new practice site. Several locations were
under consideration with a hope to move to a new facility in the following year.
Not-For-Profit Incorporation. Commensurate with an on-going national policy
review of RCMP community bands of pipes and drums, led by the Public Affairs
and Information Directorate, the band began actively exploring alternative and
complementary funding arrangements. The band initiated the steps to function
under the aegis of a Not-For-Profit entity, appropriately constituted under federal
and provincial legislation, in order to raise funds to fully under-write band
operations not otherwise supported from public funds.
Composite Band Capability. Composite bands were already now becoming a
more common occurrence. A band was formed of the NCR and “C” Division
bands, parading in the St. Patrick=s Day Parade in Montreal, and also parading in
the Canada Day parade in Ottawa. The “K” Division Edmonton band hosted band
members from across the country for the World Masters Games. A national
working group of RCMP band management teams had been formed the year
previous, coordinated by the NCR Band, the purpose to advance a common
national standard, mindful of reporting relationships through provincial/divisional
chains of command. In 2005, the working group met for the first time in Ottawa to
review the direction for future national policy and procedures. The day after this
meeting, a composite band with representatives from each of the seven bands in
Canada (65 members in total) paraded on Parliament Hill to honour the fallen
Mayerthorpe RCMP officers at the National Police Memorial Ceremony.

NOMINAL ROLL – 2005
DRUM MAJORS: Rod Macleod, Graham Muir
PIPERS: Rod Booth, Blair Buchanan, Marc Calder, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, David
Dunbar, Matt Goral, Brad Hampson, Douglas Heyland, Ken Jewers, Jonathan
Killin, Charlie King, Allie MacDonald, Gary MacPhie, Steve McDermid, Howie
Morris, Graham Muir, Bill O’Brien, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Patrick O’Halloran,
Derek Smith, Bill Stewart Jr, Merv Valadares, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt,
Matthew Yuen.
DRUMMERS: Steve Bangs (side), Dereck Felix (side), Bruce Hewat (side), Joe
Kani (tenor), Peter Kember (tenor), D/Sgt Richard May (side), Darcy McGuire
(bass), Chris Munroe (side), Keith Penney Jr (side), Joanne Saikaley (tenor),
Alex Schecter (tenor), Lorna Tate (side), Kendra Towns (tenor), Sandy Turner
(tenor/bass).
Performance highlights.
Even though the band was still considered in its
formative years, it was already busy throughout the calendar year in the National
Capital Region. The band was also starting to travel, with parades/performances
in Napanee, Toronto, Montreal, and in Edmonton as part of an RCMP composite
band for both the World Masters Games and the Klondike Days parade.
Consistent with its initial raison d’être, the band supported several regimental
events and ceremonial occasions, including the annual National Police Memorial
Service on Parliament Hill, the Ontario Provincial Police Memorial at Queen=s
Park, Toronto, and RCMP medals parades. Of special importance this year was
participation in the dedication of the Commissioner Macleod Memorial at RCMP
Headquarters (Vanier).
Other major highlights of the year included:
* Ottawa Police Service 150th Anniversary Tattoo at the Civic Centre
* 100th Anniversary of CFB Petawawa
* NCC Canada Day Parade
* Carleton Place Tattoo
* Funeral for Pipe Major (OPS Superintendent) Pat Hayes
The Band continued to be a common feature at regimental weddings and
funerals, retirements, civic events, and a host of related ceremonial functions in
support of “A” Division’s Public Relations Unit. Solo pipers performed at 54
different events over 2005. Of particular note, P/Sgt Donald Corbett played for
the Canadian Association of Military Attachés at the Canadian Embassy in
Washington DC, and piper (RCMP Insp) Rod Booth was honoured to be selected
to play for the wedding of Justin Trudeau and Sophie Grégoire.
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Regional Cancer Society Telethon (23) – with dancers
Robbie Burns Day CHRO TV (10) – with dancers
RCMP Memorial Service - Christ Church Cathedral (3)
Ottawa U International Gala - Westin Hotel (14)
St Patrick's Day Parade – Montreal (13)
Canadian Professional Police Ass’n Awards of Excellence (3)
Ontario Police Tattoo – Toronto (19)
Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (19)
Tunis Shriner Parade - National War Memorial (23)
Tunis Shriner Dinner – Westin (20) – with dancers
RCMP Medals Parade (10)
RCMP Gala (33) – with dancers
RCMP Gala (30) – with dancers
RCMP Gala (28) – with dancers
OPS 150th Anniversary Tattoo – Civic Centre (20)
Sunset Ceremony (18) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremony (19) – with dancers
NCC Parade - Canada Day (21)
Sunset Ceremony (15) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremony (2)
CFB Petawawa 100th Anniversary (17) – with dancers
Sunset Ceremony (18) – with dancers
Carleton Place Tattoo (16) – with dancers
Klondike Days Parade – Edmonton (4)
World Masters Games – Edmonton (4)
Maxville Tattoo (20)
Napanee Celtic Festival (21) – with dancers
North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (22)
Supt Pat Hayes Funeral at Notre Dame Cathedral (17)
National Police Memorial Parade (29)
RCMP Medals Parade (11)
Festivarts - Place D'Orleans (9) – with dancers
Remembrance Day Parade – Rockland (20)
Remembrance Day Service - Orleans Legion (20)
Commissioner Macleod Memorial Dedication - RCMP HQ (19)
RCMP "Diversity in Recruiting" - War Museum (9)

10 MARCH 2005
MAYERTHORPE MEMORIAL
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL - OTTAWA
The Mayerthorpe tragedy occurred on the 3rd of March 2005 on the farm of James
Roszko, approximately 11 km north of Rochfort Bridge near the town of Mayerthorpe,
Alberta. Roszko shot and killed four Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP)
constables: Anthony Gordon, Lionide "Leo" Johnston, Brock Myrol and Peter
Schiemann. He then committed suicide. The attack occurred as the officers were
executing a search warrant for stolen property and a marijuana-growing operation on the
farm.
A National Capital Region Memorial Service was held at Christ Church Cathedral in
Ottawa on the 10th of May. The service was presided over by the Very Reverend Shane
Parker (Dean of Ottawa), the Right Reverend Peter Coffin (Anglican Diocese of Ottawa)
and RCMP Chaplain Reverend Marcel Labaie. The address was given by D/Commr
Pierre Lange. The lament was played by three members of the RCMP Pipes and Drums,
Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie, Pipe Sergeant Gilbert Young and Graham Muir.

13 MARCH 2005
ST PATTY’S DAY PARADE
MONTREAL

PHOTO BOMB BY RCMP INSP DALE SHEEHAN

21 MAY 2005
TUNIS SHRINER PARADE AND RECEPTION

09-11 JUNE 2005
RCMP PIPE BAND AND LOCH MURRAY DANCE SCHOOL GALA

Tuning up for a Celtic extravaganza
RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers stage their first-ever production, June 9, 10, 11
by Roxanne Ouellette

When the RCMP Pipes and
Drums band was formed five
years ago, its founders hoped to
make the group of kilt-donning
musicians a visible part of
Ottawa’s volunteer circuit.
That goal has been met, and
more. In the past year alone, the
band and its dancers have
performed at 126 community
events in and around the National
Capital Region, not to mention the
Hamilton, Kingston, Toronto and
Maxville tattoos. Altogether, they
have logged more than 8,000
volunteer hours.
In June, the 30 band members
will take extra care to ensure their
red tunics are pressed and the
chanters are pitch-perfect
for their first official stage
show. For three nights, the
RCMP Pipes, Drums and
Dancers will take a
calculated leap in affirming
their status as a genuine
attraction.
The
group
promises to deliver a
collection
of
musical
favourites and several
variations of traditional
ballads and dances – plus a
few surprises.
“This is an important
step for us. The show is a
testament to how far we’ve
grown as a band and how
proud we are of our
partnership with the Loch
Murray Dance School,”

says C/Supt Graham Muir, the
band’s drum major and founding
member. “We are very excited to
have reached the pivotal point of
being ready and able to headline
our own show.”
Called “More Than a Pipe
Dream”, the show will take
place at the quaint 220-seat
Orleans Theatre on Centrum
Boulevard. Vocalist Catherine
Ann MacPhee, an accomplished
artist on the national music
scene, will be the guest
performer.
In addition to the Celtic
theme, the stage will be
punctuated by a parade of pride
for the RCMP colours and its

tartan, even though only five band
members actually work for the
Force. Nevertheless, the audience
will witness how, together, under
the banner of the RCMP, this
group of community pipers,
drummers and dancers have
become a finely-tuned circle –
thanks in part to its solid
participation in many fund-raising
events for youth and other wellknown causes.
Because the band receives
limited financial assistance
from the RCMP, most of the
profits from June’s show will
be used to fund the band’s
travel costs and expenses
associated with meeting the
demands of its eclectic gigs
throughout the year.

“More Than a Pipe Dream”
runs for three nights, June 9,
10, 11, at the Orleans
Theatre, 255 Centrum Blvd.,
starting at 7:30 pm. Tickets
are $25 each. To order your
tickets, please call 993-3014.

25 JUNE 2005
OTTAWA POLICE SERVICE TATTOO 1855-2005
2005 was the 150th Anniversary of the founding of the
Ottawa Police Service (OPS), whose pipe band
partnered to assist in founding the RCMP Pipes &
Drums in Ottawa in 2000. So it was only fitting that
the RCMP band would assist in delivering the 150th
Anniversary OPS Tattoo on 25 June 2005 at Ottawa’s
Civic Centre, all in support of the CHEO Foundation.
Two shows (a matinee and evening performance)
captured large crowds with special guest singer,
famous tenor recording artist John McDermott, who
was a great friend of the OPS Pipe Band. A massive
undertaking, Pipe Major Pat Hayes produced the show
assisted by Drum Majors Chris Renwick and Brad
Hampson, with significant sponsorships from TD
Canada Trust, Ford, Dow Honda, Sakto Corporation,
and Richmond Heights Apartments. The multiple acts
included the band of the Canadian Armed Forces
Ceremonial Guard, and pipe bands of the OPS,
RCMP, Air Command (RCAF), and Cameron
Highlanders of Ottawa. Other elements included the
Ottawa Fiddle & Step Dance Association, Ottawa
highland dancers, the Remesha Burundi Drummers, Indigenous First Nations dancers,
along with OPS action displays from the Tactical & Explosives Unit, the Canine Unit, and
the Motorcycle Unit. The castle ramparts were borrowed from the Toronto Police Service
with the help of another band friend, Drum Major Robert Skinner, who also helped stage
manage the show. A stunning success, show proceeds of almost $20,000 went to the
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario Foundation.

01 JULY 2005
NCC CANADA DAY PARADE
NCR and “C” DIVISION (MONTREAL)

02 JULY 2005
CFB PETAWAWA 100TH ANNIVERSARY
The RCMP Pipes, Drums and Dancers participated in the 100th anniversary celebrations
in support of the 2 Canadian Mechanized Brigade Group (CMBG) Pipe Band, who at the
time were under the direction of P/M Colin Clansey. The reviewing officer for the parade
was Her Excellency the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, Governor General and
Commander-in-Chief of Canada. After the RCMP band and dancers had finished their
afternoon performance, they marched smartly off the field. Once onto the first available
paved road, the band decided to play back to their rest area (Cabar Feidh) and was
confronted by a handsome black limousine on a collision course with the band. Drum
Major Muir, using an artful combination of mace and police hand signals, promptly
waved the errant vehicle to the curb allowing the band to pass. It was a that point that
we became aware of the small vice regal ensign mounted on the left front fender of the
car, as the Governor General rolled down her window and gave us a friendly wave.

21-22 JULY 2005
KLONDIKE DAYS PARADE
WORLD MASTERS GAMES
The World Masters Games were held in Edmonton July 2005 as one of the many
celebrations for Alberta’s centennial year. At the time this was one of the largest sporting
events ever hosted in Canada with over 16,000 competitors from 44 different countries.
On the 21st of July, an RCMP composite band performed in the annual Klondike Days
parade and on the 22nd they performed in the World Masters Games opening
ceremonies. The ability to bring bands from across Canada together in a
national/composite band was very exciting and a positive step in the development of the
national community of RCMP pipe bands.

22 SEPTEMBER 2005
FUNERAL FOR PIPE MAJOR (OPS SUPT) PATRICK HAYES
IN MEMORIAM
He was a great “friend of the Force”
Supt. Pat Hayes of the Ottawa Police
Service passed away on September 18,
2005.
Hayes will be remembered for his great
sense of humour, booming voice and the
way he made everyone feel special. But
most of all, he will be remembered for his
love of the bagpipes. Two fellow pipers and
friends describe it best:
“In many ways, the RCMP band is still
Pat Hayes’ band. His uncompromising
approach to dress, drill and deportment
while maintaining a high musical standard
are indelibly stamped on who we are. It is
these characteristics that have made the
band an integral partner within the RCMP
and a valued member of the local piping
community. We wouldn’t have existed
without Pat, and we wouldn’t be who we are
without Pat. In that sense, we’ll forever be
his legacy.” [Graeme Ogilvie, Pipe Major,
RCMP Pipes and Drums band]
“Patrick Hayes was a man who gave mightily of himself, to his community, to his
police service and to the music that he loved, second only to his family.
Hat’s off to Patrick. He was as much a “friend of the Force” as any one person could
be.” [C/Supt, Graham Muir, Drum Major, RCMP Pipes and Drums band]
Fall 2005 INFORMATION “A” Division and NCR Magazine

25 SEPTEMBER 2005
NATIONAL POLICE MEMORIAL
A combination of two major things resulted in the largest RCMP composite band
assembled to this date; the inauguural RCMP Pipe Bands National Meeting, and
support following the Mayerthorpe tragedy. 65 members, in total, paraded that
day, with representatives from “H” Division (Halifax), “J” “Division (Moncton), “C”
Division (Montreal), NCR (Ottawa), “F” Division (Regina), “K” Division
(Edmonton) and “E” Division (Vancouver). It was an extremely cool day, but God
smiled on the bands for the iconic photograph. Unfortunately as the parade
stepped off the heavens opened and it made for a VERY miserable morning.

11 NOVEMBER 2005
COMMISSIONER MACLEOD MEMORIAL DEDICATION
RCMP HEADQUARTERS, VANIER
The afternoon of 11 November, a ceremony was
held at RCMP HQ (Vanier) to unveil a new
National Memorial statue. The Memorial, located
in front of the Nicholson building, featured a 13foot tall bronze sculpture of James Alexander
Farquharson Macleod, the third Commissioner of
the North-West Mounted Police. Macleod served
as Commissioner from 1876 to 1880.
Macleod is largely credited with engineering the
settlement of Western Canada and laying the
foundation for peaceful relations with the First
Nations. This led to the signing of Treaty 7, which
essentially gave control of Rupert's Land to the
government of Canada, and allowed for the
building of the transcontinental railway. He also suggested the building of, and
name for Fort Calgary, which later became the city of Calgary. Macleod’s honour
and his determination to “keep his promises” set the tone for the organization that
would later become the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
It was under Commissioner Macleod’s term as Commissioner that the first
member of the Mounted Police died in the line of duty. On 17 November 1879,
Constable Marmaduke Graburn was murdered by person or persons unknown,
thought to be Indians, while on duty near Fort Walsh, N.W.T. The Mounted Police
had already lost members to sickness, exposure and drowning; Graburn was the
first murder victim. He unfortunately would not be the last.
The names of the 222 members of the force (as of Nov 2005) who had lost their
lives in the line of duty since the birth of the Force in 1873 were engraved on the
base of the statue. The names of other fallen members will be added when
approved by the RCMP Cenotaph and Honour Roll Committee.
The memorial was designed to serve as an enduring reminder of the sacrifices
members of the force have made over the years, and is intended to complement
other RCMP commemorative installations, such as the cenotaph at Depot. The
bronze statue of Macleod was originally commissioned by the RCMP Veterans’
Association in Alberta for the province’s centennial. It was placed on the grounds
of Fort Calgary in September 2005. The statue at HQ is therefore the second one
of its kind. Before 2005, no commemorative feature existed for the RCMP family
in Ottawa.
The RCMP Pipes and Drums played for the march on of the troops, the laying of
the wreaths, and the final march past. A solo piper piped in the VIPs and played
for the lament.

29 JULY 2005
GLENGARRY HIGHLAND GAMES (MAXVILLE)
FRIDAY NIGHT TATTOO

11 NOVEMBER 2005
REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE AND CEREMONY
ORLEANS LEGION

28 MAY 2005 – RCMP INSP ROD BOOTH
WEDDING of JUSTIN TRUDEAU AND SOPHIE GRÉGOIRE
ÉGLISE SAINTE-MADELEINE d’OUTREMONT à MONTRÉAL

11 NOVEMBER 2005
P/SGT DONALD CORBETT
CANADIAN EMBASSY
WASHINGTON D.C.

01 MAY 2005
ONTARIO POLICE MEMORIAL
TORONTO

LOCH MURRAY 2005 SPRING AD

DANCER MELANIE LEMIEUX AND PIPER GRAHAM MUIR

BACK PROGRAM COVER - 2005
NORTH LANARK (ALMONTE) HIGHLAND GAMES

