
RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS (NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION) 
 

2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Building for the future.   By 2004, the band had moved on in a purposeful and 
focussed fashion and was now fully independent from the Ottawa Police Service 
Pipe Band. Notwithstanding modest attrition and selected Ottawa Police “guest 
players” returning to their home band, the RCMP Band saw sustained 
incremental growth in both the pipe section and drum corps as it continued to 
build strength in both quality and quantity. The band also completed another full 
season of performances in partnership with the Loch Murray Dance School and 
its team of experienced RCMP Highland Dancers.   
 
The over-all purpose of the band=s growth strategy to date had been to develop 
“strength from within” and the past year was very encouraging on that front. The 
band had successfully cemented its place in furtherance of the Force=s many 
requests for ceremonial support and assistance, and consistent with its mandate, 
the band had also garnered considerable experience and exposure in support of 
local/regional charitable and civic initiatives. The visual impact and message of 
“integrated policing” delivered to the public by the combined bands, dancers and 
honour guards was well worth maintaining and encouraging. The band was 
becoming an especially powerful public relations instrument for the RCMP in the 
National Capital Region and for Canada. 
 
The band was now well-settled into “R” Building (the old band room), where 
practices were held on Tuesday evenings. Band Quartermaster Stores were 
transferred to “E” Building early in the spring to facilitate easy access.  A band 
orientation package was introduced to reinforce linkages to RCMP history, 
acknowledge the key contribution of citizen volunteers, and underscore the 
importance of “dress and deportment” consistent with the highest standards of 
the Force. In collaboration with the Director of the RCMP Highland Dancers 
(Loch Murray Dance School), choreographed dance routines and joint rehearsals 
regularly occur to ensure that the combined musical, visual and “performance 
effect” of the group was of the highest quality. 
 
With a view towards developing a more structured “feeder system” of young 
talent, accomplished band members became actively involved in teaching and 
mentoring Army and Air Force cadet bands, and “junior bands”, in and around 
the NCR. 



NOMINAL ROLL –2004 
 

DRUM MAJORS:  Rod Macleod, Graham Muir 
 
PIPERS:  Rod Booth, P/Sgt Donald Corbett, Brad Hampson, Douglas Heyland, 
Jonathan Killin, Charlie King, Steve McDermid, Craig Moffatt, Howie Morris, Graham 
Muir, Bill O’Brien, P/M Graeme Ogilvie, Patrick O’Halloran, Derek Smith, Bill Stewart Jr, 
Merv Valadares, P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jack Yourt, Matthew Yuen. 
 
DRUMMERS:  Steve Bangs (side), Derrick Felix (side), Bruce Hewat (side), Peter 
Kember (tenor), D/Sgt Richard May (side), Darcy McGuire (bass), Keith Penney Sr 
(bass), Keith Penney Jr (side), Lorna Tate (side), Sandy Turner (tenor/bass). 
 
 
Performance highlights.   Already the band was becoming exceptionally busy.  
It supported several regimental events and ceremonial occasions, including the 
annual National Police Memorial Service on Parliament Hill, the Ontario 
Provincial Police Memorial and Service at Queen=s Park, Toronto, a Change of 
Command parade for “O” Division in London ON, RCMP medals parades, and 
both HQ General and Officers= Mess Dinners. 
 
The band and dancers were honoured to be chosen to participate as “feature 
acts” at both the St Patty’s Day parade in Toronto and the Hamilton International 
Tattoo. The band also performed at several high-profile venues including the 
RCMP Habitat for Humanity fund-raiser, commemoration of the RCMP National 
Cemetery at Beechwood, the NCC Canada Day parade, the Glengarry Highland 
Gathering, and the North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games.   
 
As in the previous year, joined by a complement of Ottawa Police pipers, the 
RCMP band and dancers performed for the Big Sisters and Big Brothers of 
Ottawa Annual Gala & Charity Art Auction, with a cheque for $1,500 presented 
by the RCMP and Ottawa Police Bands from profits realized through the sale of a 
jointly-produced music CD entitled “Scarlet & Blue”. Performing on three 
occasions over the course of the same day at the National Capital Cancer 
Telethon, the band and dancers also helped contribute to raising $2 million. 
 
The band continued to provide a duty piper for Canadian Club lunches at the 
Chateau Laurier. Solo pipers contributed to a further 82 events in the NCR. 

 
Composite Band Capability.  With the recent formation of the RCMP Pipe Band 
in Montreal, both bands had occasion to assist and re-enforce one another to the 
over-all benefit of the Force. A composite band was formed and paraded in the 
NCC Canada Day parade. Band members from “C”, “O”, and “F” Divisions joined 
with the NCR band to perform at the Hamilton International Tattoo. A national 
working group of RCMP band management teams, chaired by the NCR band, 
was established to advance these arrangements, mindful of reporting 
relationships through provincial/divisional chains of command. 



 
2004 Band Events 

(number of band members participating in brackets) 
 
 
 

11 Jan 2004 Ontario Cancer Society Telethon (14) – with dancers 
05-07 Feb 2004 London Change of Command Parade (11) 
21 Feb 2004 RCMP Pipe Band Fundraiser (23) – with dancers 
13-14 Mar 2004 St Patty's Day Parade – Toronto (24) 
01 Apr 2004 Mountie House (21) 
15 Apr 2004 Vision Awards - Congress Centre (12) 
23 Apr 2004 Dental Association Conference Opening (4) 
25 Apr 2004 ALS Fundraiser - Christ Church Cathedral (13) 
01 May 2004 Ontario Police Memorial – Toronto (22) 
06 May 2004 J.T. MacKenzie Funeral - Maxville ON (4) 
20 May 2004 RCMP Cst Chris Garrett Funeral - Cobourg ON (5) 
27 May 2004 Medals Parade (17) 
28 May 2004 Bruce Dennison Golf Tournament (4) 
10-13 Jun 2004 Hamilton International Tattoo (20) – with dancers 
17 Jun 2004 Loch Murray Dance Recital (13) – for dancers 
23 Jun 2004 Sunset Ceremony (19) – with dancers 
24 Jun 2004 Sunset Ceremony (21) – with dancers 
25 Jun 2004 Sunset Ceremony (16) – with dancers 
26 Jun 2004 Sunset Ceremony (3) 
27 Jun 2004 Sunset Ceremony (20) – with dancers 
01 Jul 2004 NCC Parade - Canada Day (18) 
01 Jul 2004 Loch Murray Show - Confederation Park (21) – for dancers 
17 Jul 2004 Robbie Burns Association – Merrickville (14) – with dancers 
19 Jul 2004 Farmer Mutual Insurance Conference Opening (5) 
29 Jul 2004 "B in the Park"  (Confederation Park for Sons of Scotland) (14) 
30 Jul 2004 Maxville Tattoo (18) 
21 Aug 2004 North Lanark (Almonte) Highland Games (18) 
29 Aug 2004 Loch Murray Dance Studio opening (18) – for dancers 
10 Sep 2004 Open Skies – Russian Arms Treaty Visit (2) 
26 Sep 2004 Police Memorial Parade 2004 (21) 
17 Oct 2004 Beechwood Cemetery Dedication Ceremony (22) 
27 Oct 2004 Big Brothers/Big Sisters Annual Dinner (17) – with dancers 

06 Nov 2004 Festivarts Carnival of Cultures – Place d’Orleans (3) – for dancers 
07 Nov 2004 Remembrance Day Service – Rockland (2) 
23 Nov 2004 RCMP Medals Parade (8) 

 
 



FEBRUARY 2004 
FORMAL PHOTO – RCMP PIPE BAND AND DANCERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEATED:  Don Killin, Drum Major Graham Muir, Pipe Major Graeme Ogilvie, 
P/Sgt Gilbert Young, Jonathan Killin, Dance Lead Terrie Kember. 
 
2nd ROW:  Sarah Burnell, Shannon Farquhar, Vanessa Pleasance, Drum 
Sergeant Richard May, Matthew Yuen, Jack Yourt, Steve Bangs, Steve 
McDermid, Douglas Heyland, Bill O’Brien, Dereck Felix, Sandy Turner, Kyla 
Martin, Heather Moxley, Kristen Keane.  
 
3rd ROW:  Peter Kember, Keith Penney Sr, Patrick O’Halloran, Rod Booth, Brad 
Hampson, Charlie King, Merv Valadares. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  The reason for this photo, and its timing, was a sad time in our band 
history. Don Killin had been diagnosed with ALS and was quickly losing his ability to 
voluntarily control his muscles. This photo was as much about the RCMP Pipe Band as 
family as a photo to be cherished by the Killin family. Don passed away March 2005. 



05 FEBRUARY 2004 
CHANGE OF COMMAND PARADE, “O” DIVISION 

LONDON, ONTARIO 
 

The Change of Command Parade was to 
witness RCMP Commissioner Zaccardelli 
turn over the reins of “O” Division from 
A/Commr Freeman Sheppard to A/Commr 
Brad Holman.  Transport for the band was 
provided by RCMP Air Services and a 
Pilatus PC-12 aircraft. To accommodate the 
number of band members going, two flights 
were required both ways, one group having 
to stay over an extra night at the Ontario 
Police College in Aylmer awaiting a trip 
home. A significant issue was the weight of 
kit and instruments for each passenger. 
Also of concern was the bass drum, but as 
noted on the manifest “it’s a big round thing, 
manageable but it takes some room!!” As 
can be seen by the photo of Charlie King 
below, the second group arrived home in a 
snowstorm; fortunate that the aircraft was 
able to safely negotiate its final landing of 
the trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 MARCH 2004 
ST PATTY’S DAY, TORONTO 

 
Normally the band would not consider an invitation to an outdoor parade in 
March, but it received an offer it could not refuse. The Irish Travel Bureau wanted 
the band so badly that it agreed to pay all transport and accommodation costs 
AND donate two tickets to the band for a trip to Ireland, which could be raffled off 
in lieu of a fee; which the band did. A fundraiser was held and $8,000 made for 
the band. Unfortunately the worst nightmare came true with a four-mile parade 
that started in a blizzard, changed to freezing rain, and eventually to just very 
cold rain. Ken Thornton, 85 at the time, was on parade with the band for this 
event, played the whole route and never once complained. It left no option for 
anyone else in the band to make note of the rather inclement weather. In the 
end, all band members survived, the band won the trophy for “best band”, and a 
tidy sum was made to help with future expenses. 
 

 



06 MAY 2004 
J.T. MACKENZIE FUNERAL, MAXVILLE 

 
On Sunday 02 May 2004, Pipe Major 
John “J.T.” MacKenzie passed away 
peacefully at the Glengarry Memorial 
Hospital in Alexandria, Ontario.  Born in 
Edinburgh, Scotland in 1920, at the 
early age of nine he became a boy piper 
at the Queen Victoria Military School in 
Dunblane, Perthshire and then signed 
on as a boy piper with the 2Nd Battalion 
of the Scots Guards. Within three short 
years he was carrying out garrison 
duties in Cairo, Egypt and when World 

War II began he was part of active service in North Africa. In addition to being a piper, 
his training as a soldier included being qualified as a paramedic, stretcher-bearer and 
gunner. 
 

At the end of the War he became Pipe Major of the 2nd Battalion Scots 
Guards and was appointed a Piper for the Royal Household in 1946.  
After a tour in Malaya he returned to Britain in 1950 and in 1952, 
transferred to the Army Reserve.  Having taught piping and highland 
dancing for less than a year back at the Queen Victoria Military 
School, J.T. took advantage of an offer, as recommended by Pipe 
Major William Ross, to join the Royal Canadian Air Force as Pipe 
Major at No. 1 Fighter Wing in North Luffenham, England. 
 

J.T. came to Canada and served as Pipe Major at Rockcliffe Air Force 
Base from circa 1956 to 1962 when he was posted to Marville, 
France.  In 1966, he returned to Ottawa and it was at this time that he 
started the Ottawa Police Pipe Band, acting as its first Pipe Major. 
 

He also began teaching in Glengarry on weekends. J.T., along with John Kerr, taught 
young pipers and drummers in the 1958 – 1960 period, including the Harrington-Kilmar 
Pipe Band in the Laurentians, north of Hawkesbury and a Scout Band in Hawkesbury. 
 

Upon retiring from the Armed Forces in 1970, J.T. began 
teaching piping in the Stormont, Glengarry and Dundas 
School Board in addition to teaching at the Glengarry Piping 
School on Saturdays.  In 1987, he retired from the S. D. & G. 
Board but continued as an active participant and organizer in 
the Glengarry Highland Games and in particular, the Friday 
Night Tattoo. 
 

J.T. MacKenzie will be long remembered by the piping world. 
Under cool and blustery conditions, the massed Pipes and 
Drums honoured Pipe Major MacKenzie on the day of his 
funeral, Thursday 06 May 2004, Maxville, Ontario. 
 

P/M J.T. MacKenzie 
with piper Gilbert Young 



12-13 JUNE 2004 
HAMILTON INTERNATIONAL TATTOO 

TRIBUTE TO POLICE SERVICES OF CANADA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 MAY 2004 
PROJECT NORTH STAR – BORDERWIDE CONFERENCE, ARLINGTON VA 

 
P/Sgt Gilbert Young was chosen to travel to Washington DC with two regular RCMP 
members, staying at the Holiday Inn Rosslyn across the Potomac River opposite the 
Georgetown University. He played for the conference opening on Monday plus other 
occasions during the following week. There were representatives from police agencies 
along the US, Canada and Mexican borders with A/Commr Mike McDonell heading the 
contingent from the RCMP. It was also National Police Week in Washington DC and 
Gilbert was invited by the US Border Patrol Pipe Band to join them for a memorial 
ceremony on Thursday outside of the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade 
Centre. There were other pipers and drummers participating from various places, but 
mainly from California, Arizona, New Mexico through to Texas. It was a full week of 
activities, and the RCMP was well represented. 

 
RCMP PIPE BAND TRADING CARD 

 

Each year the RCMP Musical Ride comes out with trading cards that feature all their 
horses and riders. In 2004, the RCMP Pipe Band and Dancers were privileged to be 
included and honoured with their own trading card. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 JUNE 2004 
SUNSET CEREMONIES



01 JULY 2004 
NCC PARADE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01 July 2004 
Confederation Park 
with the  
Loch Murray Dancers 
 

 



17 JULY 2004 
ROBBIE BURNS ASSOCIATION, MERRICKVILLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 OCTOBER 2004 
DEDICATION OF RCMP NATIONAL CEMETERY 

BEECHWOOD 
 

The RCMP Memorial Cemetery began as a concept many years before and with 
the leadership of RCMP Inspector Bill Becker (ret’d) the idea finally took root in 
December 2002. A committee, chaired by Deputy Commissioner Roy 
Berlinquette (ret’d), was formed and several volunteers from the RCMP Veterans’ 
Association, Ottawa Division and from the RCMP worked closely with the 
Beechwood Cemetery Foundation to make this project a reality. The ceremony 
itself had addresses made by RCMP Commissioner Giuliano Zaccardelli, Grete 
Hale (President of the Beechwood Cemetery Foundation), Inspector Al Haggerty 
(ret’d) (President of the RCMP Veterans’ Association, Ottawa Division), and the 
Honourable Mauril Belanger MP. The unique cemetery at Beechwood was 
established for RCMP members and their families to reflect the sense of family 
that is a distinguishing factor in the lives of members of the RCMP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



27 OCTOBER 2004 
CANADIAN MUSEUM OF CIVILZATION 

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS FUNDRAISER 



26  OCTOBER 2004 
Orleans Weekly Journal 

 
 
 
 

The Loch Murray Dancers are an 

Orleans based group of Highland and 

Irish dancers. 

their faces. We start the dancers off with a 

regime of warm-up exercises followed by a 

dance program to provide a good cardio 

     The Highland dancers 

have won medals and 

trophies at the 

international level both in 

traditional Highland and 

Championship dances as 

well as choreography. 

     The Loch Murray 

Dancers are the official 

dancers of the RCMP 

Pipes and Drums who 

have performed at the 

Hamilton International 

Tattoo, Sunset 

Ceremonies and the Fort 

Henry Tattoo. 

 workout. One of our 

goals is to start 

children off on a 

lifetime of fitness. 

     Terrie Kember, 

director, is a life 

member of the BATD, 

SDTA and OHDA. 

She has been an 

adjudicator with the 

SOBHD for over 50 

years. 

     Terrie is a 2003 

YMCA Woman of 

Distinction Nominee. 

Terrie was chosen by 

      The Irish and Highland dancers 

perform regularly on the New R.O. Canada 

Day, Cultures Galore, Teddy Bears Picnic 

and for Cancer and Heart Telethons.     

     Our programs are designed to improve 

the dancers’ feelings of self worth and self-

esteem. Our teachers all agree that learning 

should be fun and even though we work 

hard, the kids come out with a smile on  

the Orleans Chamber of Commerce as 

“Employer of the Year” 2003-2004 at the 

Peoples Choice Awards. 

     This is Terrie’s 20
th

 year teaching in 

Orleans, but the first year in the brand new 

studio with Kiwi Floor. 

     Our Irish competitive program is in 

partnership with the Sue Fay Healy School 

of Irish Dance. 
 
 

P/M’s CHEAT SHEETS 

 



22 APRIL 2004 
CANADIAN CLUB, CHATEAU LAURIER HOTEL 

GUEST SPEAKER – THE 14TH DALAI LAMA 
PIPER JACK YOURT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

04 July 2004 
US Ambassador’s House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
20 MAY 2004 
COBOURG POLICE CST CHRIS GARRETT FUNERAL (COBOURG) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canadian Club - 
Jack Yourt giving 
encouragement to 
Alberta Premier 
Ralph Klein 

 
 
 
 
 



28 MAY 2004 
BRUCE DENNISON BONE MARROW SOCIETY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RCMP PIPES AND DRUMS FUNDRAISER 2004 

WIN A TRIP FOR TWO TO IRELAND! 
 
 
 
 
 



The Theft of Charlie King’s Bagpipes 
 
Charlie King was downtown one August afternoon in 2003, piping for a charity 
gig, and parked his big Suburban truck in the lot at the corner of Nicholas & 
Laurier (just to the east of National Defence Headquarters). After he’d finished 
playing, he went to do some shopping in the Rideau Centre. Unfortunately while 
he was shopping, someone smashed in the driver's side rear door window and 
took his big bagpipe box - a black Pelican Case - probably thinking it was filled 
with rifles. Charlie reported the theft to the Ottawa Police, but assumed once the 
perpetrator saw what was inside the case, probably dumped the pipes in the 
Rideau Canal. Particularly given someone did find some of his pipe music books 
along the canal and had turned them in to the police at the Elgin Street station. 
 

In May 2004, Montreal Police Cst Stephane Chamberland (a piper with the “C” 
Division band) contacted P/M Graeme Ogilvie and asked if anyone was missing 
a set of Naill bagpipes – a young local kid had been bragging about a great deal 
he had on a set of pipes that he got from a local pawn shop. But no one had 
reported a missing set of Naills (Charlie’s were McCallums). A few days later, 
however, Charlie, Graeme and Rob McCarthy were sitting down at a charity 
lunch BBQ in the Market area (they worked in adjacent government buildings) 
and the topic of the Naill bagpipes came up. But how would they know they were 
Naills? There is no marking of the brand on bagpipes. Then Charlie suddenly had 
“a brain fart” and realized he had a Naill pipe chanter in his pipe box!! 
 

Charlie made the call to Cst Chamberland, faxed him the police report, and they 
were a match!! The Montreal Police now had the pipes. So Charlie, ably 
supported by Derek Smith, then made a trip to the court house in Montreal to 
prove they were his. That turned out to be a trivial task – when they opened the 
case, inside were two Ross canisters with “Charlie King” and his address written 
on them. But by this point the pipes and everything in the box technically 

belonged to State Farm Insurance as they had already 
long ago paid Charlie for his loss. So State Farm offered 
to sell them back to Charlie for $3,000, the price they’d 
paid out on the policy. 
 

I don’t think so, thought Charlie (or words a little more 
crude than that). He already had a new set of Bowen 
Classics (made by Dunbar in St Catherines) and was 
quite happy with them. He was not going to pay $3,000 for 
an old set in who knows what condition after they’d been 
stolen. Long story made short, what was State Farm 
going to do with a set of bagpipes?  So they sold them 
(and the contents of the box) back to Charlie for $500. 
 

Very crappy start to the story, but in the end Charlie 
ended up with two very nice sets of bagpipes and a great 
story to tell. 


